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Dear Friends,
Welcome to another newsletter. While, as usual, we are 
able to bring you up to date with what CAT has been doing 
in Canterbury and Kent this issue is very much tinged with 
sadness as we remember two long-standing supporters 
of the Trust, Lawrence Lyle and Robin Westbrook who died 
recently. Indeed Lawrence was one of the rocks upon which 
CAT was built as is very clear in Paul Bennett’s tribute at his 
funeral. Both will be greatly missed.

Since the last Newsletter we have acquired a new Membership 
Secretary. Can we firstly thank David Sadtler, who has now retired, for his sterling work 
in the past in a key position, and then we must welcome Sheila Broomfield who has 
taken over from him. Sheila will be well known to many of you and brings with her a 
wealth of relevant experience; indeed she is presently the Membership Secretary of the 
Kent Archaeological Society. She is a most valuable addition to the FCAT team and can 
be contacted at memsecFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk .

As usual we have news of CAT activities in the field. Richard Helm brings us up to date 
with continuing work on the Iron Age and Roman cemeteries on the Rhodaus Town site 
and Ross Lane tells us about an Iron Age and Roman site at Chilmington Green — before 
the excavations at Brierley Farm towards the beginning of Ashford’s major expansion 
the heavy clay-lands in the area were thought to be relatively devoid of early occupation 
but now we are increasingly seeing that this was not the case and the latest work adds 
to the story. In his letter Paul Bennett does a round-up of other work undertaken by CAT 
and Jake Weekes reports back on a conference he attended, supported by the Friends.

From time to time we have contributions to the Newsletter about CAT staff working 
abroad. In this newsletter we have something a little different. One of the CAT team, 
from Catalonia, is an Egyptologist by training and she tells us a fascinating story 
about the meaning of a small, somewhat unprepossessing object from ancient Egypt 
presently displayed in the Beaney at Canterbury. As she says, there is more to some 
finds than immediately meets the eye — it is rewarding to dig deeper. Ancient Egypt 
is close to my heart and so perhaps I can offer you some observations and reflections 
on a visit to Luxor at the end of January. Following the Egyptian Revolution of 2011 
and the somewhat unstable situation in the Middle East visitor numbers decreased 
dramatically. It was pleasing to me to see the sites of Luxor (Karnak, the Valley of the 
Kings, the Luxor temple etc) once more thronged with tourists, chiefly Egyptians (it was 
a holiday period) and Chinese (it was before the Coronavirus became an issue). But 
the independent foreign tourists seemed to be missing, with non-native visitors largely 
comprising groups from the Nile cruises or coach parties on day visits from the Red 

FCAT Committee
Chairman: ................................................ Dr John Williams 

.................................................................... chairFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk 

Vice-Chairman:  ...................................... Prof Chris Bounds  

Treasurer:  ................................................ Mrs Marion Gurr  

.................................................................... treasurerFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk 

Membership Secretary:  ........................ Mrs Sheila Broomfield  

.................................................................... memsecFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk 

Minutes Secretary:  ................................. Prof Christopher Bounds  

Publicity:  .................................................. Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh  

Newsletter distribution:  ....................... Vacant 

Festival Walks:  ........................................ Dr Doreen Rosman 

Mrs Sue Chambers, Mr Martin Pratt, Dr David Shaw,  

Dr Anthony Ward, Dr Eleanor Williams 

Have you moved house or changed your bank?

Don’t forget to let our Membership Secretary know 

(via memsecFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk, or leave 

a message at 92A Broad Street, Canterbury, Kent, 

CT1 2LU, tel 01227 462 062) so that our records 

are up-to-date.

?
Please note 
Donation suggested in support of the Trust for all talks:  
FCAT members £2; non-members £3; registered 
students and CAT staff very welcome without charge.

If you would like to join the committee or help with Friends’ activities, please 
contact chairFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk. We would love to hear from you.

The next Newsletter will appear in July 2020. Please send contributions to:  
chairFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk by the beginning of June 2020.
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Dear Friends,
It has been a very difficult and sad end to the old year with the death of Lawrence Lyle, 
and the start of the New Year with the death of another marvellous man and supporter 
of the Trust, Robin Westbrook. A tribute to Lawrence is included in these pages but I 
would like to say something about Robin. 

A former RAF and BOAC pilot, in retirement 
Robin became a Trustee and Treasurer of 
CAT in the early 1990’s when Dr Frank 
Panton was the Chairman of the Trust’s 
Management Committee. Robin helped 
us to found the Dover Bronze Age Boat 
Trust, transferring from CAT to DBABT, 
to become Treasurer and Company 
Secretary of the Boat Trust. Robin, Frank 
and Christine Waterman, then Curator 
of Dover Museum, made a formidable 
team in setting up the Trust; they made a 
successful bid to the National Lottery and 
husbanded and administered Lottery 
and donated funds, leading to the opening of the award-winning boat gallery in 2000 
and the completion of a highly complex one-million-pound project. After Frank’s death 

Sea resorts. A probable knock-on consequence has been that where once there was a 
pleasant range of restaurants — around the Luxor temple and along the Corniche where 
one could sit and eat and look out across the Nile to the historic landscape of the West 
Bank — now, sadly, it is much more difficult to find an eating-house and the souk was 
not exactly crowded. Another recent development is that even within (most of) the 
tombs in the Valley of the Kings one is allowed to take photographs without a permit 
— but only with a mobile phone, not with a camera! I was wondering whether it was 
just an inevitable recognition of uncontrollable tourist behaviour. Yet how many times 
did I see visitors with their backs to the interesting bits so that they could take selfies 
recording that ‘I was there’? Just some observations; Luxor and its monuments are so 
very memorable and it was good to be back there again.

The Friends continue to support CAT financially and have recently given £9,000 to a major 
upgrading of the Trust’s computer systems. And come and see the new Archaeological 
Store in Wincheap, which again the Friends have contributed to. Details of the open day, 
on 25th April, are provided elsewhere in this Newsletter.

John Williams, Chair FCAT

Robin continued to support the Trust during the period of the INTERREG-funded Boat 
1550 BC project in 2012–13 and the construction of the replica Bronze Age Boat; he 
eventually retired as Company Secretary, Treasurer and Trustee in 2017 because of his 
wife Anne’s failing health. Robin was a respected member of Wootton village, where 
he and Anne had their home for many years, and within the community of Canterbury 
where he supported many charitable interests, the most important to Robin being his 
role as a hard-working and loyal steward of Canterbury Cathedral. He will be greatly 
missed. 

While small-scale work has continued south and west of the cathedral during 
landscaping and at various points in the town during the installation of rising and fixed 
bollards (see the last Newsletter), Trust teams have been busy elsewhere in the county. 

At Chilmington Green, Ashford, in advance of the construction of a primary school and 
at Herne Bay, where a new Liddle store is to be built, two very similar settlements of 
later Iron Age and early Roman date have been uncovered. Both sites have produced 
the remains of circular buildings, ditch complexes indicating long-lived field systems 
and drove-ways, together with early imported pottery from Gaul and metalworking 
debris. What is striking about both sites is the evidence for continuity of occupation 
spanning the periods, shedding light on the Romanisation of two native late Iron Age 
rural farmsteads. 

Two adjacent sites at Rochester against Corporation Street and High Street have 
provided indications of land reclamation and settlement. Boreholing and limited 
excavation against Corporation Street at Bardell Terrace, revealed a complex sequence 
of fresh- and saltwater-marsh deposits dating back to the late Bronze or early Iron 
Age, capped by dumped deposits associated with nineteenth-century development. 
Evaluation trenching on the adjacent site revealed traces of late Iron Age and Roman 
occupation between the edges of the marsh and a Roman road approximately following 
the line of High Street. Ditches and pits were present, suggesting perhaps agricultural 
land-use close to the marsh and settlement on higher ground. Traces of later medieval 
and post-medieval buildings were present against the road frontage together with the 
foundations of nineteenth-century buildings, all close to the junction with Corporation 
Street, which marks the terminus of High Street — one of the longest High Streets of 
any town in Kent. 

Building recording has been undertaken during the reconstruction of the east end of 
Frindsbury Barn. Frindsbury is a large late fourteenth-century barn called ‘the Queen of 
Kentish Barns’ by the late Stuart Rigold, Inspector of Ancient Monuments — a greatly 
respected polymath with an extensive knowledge of timber buildings. The barn was 
badly damaged by fire following a bonfire night prank by two schoolboys in 2003. The 
fire-damaged building was cleared by CAT field staff and recorded by Rupert Austin in 
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2004. After many years of planning but little action, 
work on the barn has recently been completed —
and it looks magnificent. The barn will become 
a community centre and a specialist wedding 
venue. Work on the barn and associated buildings 
has been funded by the sale of a block of adjacent 
land for housing. Test pitting and evaluation 

trenching on the proposed housing site by a Trust 
team supported by geo-archaeologists, only recently 

completed, has produced a rare Palaeolithic hand-axe 
from the natural gravels and a late Iron Age and Roman 

period settlement set on high ground northwest of the barn.  

the King’s School in 1573, with extensions constructed to the north in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, recorded in an informative series of watercolours and prints. 
The chapel building was demolished in 1865. Construction of the new building, formed 
over an enlarged basement, will involve further excavation, including a more detailed 
examination of the earliest deposits only summarily examined in 1979. The enabling 
works have included multiple watching briefs during service trenching, the demolition 
of Mitchinson House, the drilling of interlocking piles to form a watertight coffer 
dam and the demolition of the covering slab and interior walls of the former House 
basement. Another set of watching briefs is presently taking place during the formation 
of a continuous pile cap over the pile walls; all this is a prelude to a further major 
excavation of deposits within the coffer dam beneath and north of the old basement. 
The excavation is due to commence in mid-April. 

Paul Bennett, Director

Back in Canterbury, at Mint Yard, enabling works in advance of the construction of a 
new physics building on the site of Mitchinson House have begun in earnest. This was 
a site the Trust excavated in 1979, exposing a rich sequence of deposits commencing 
with alluvial and organic silts of late Iron Age date, overlaid by a Roman street. Early 
and later Anglo-Saxon levels were present capped by metalled surfaces for the almonry 
yard established in the mid twelfth century, and the foundations of the almonry chapel 
built by Henry Eastry in the early fourteenth century. It was this building that became 
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Lawrence Lyle 
(1923–2019)

Lawrence Lyle passed away, after a short 
illness, at the age of 96 on 12th December, 
2019. He was one of the founding fathers of the 
Canterbury Archaeological Trust and was a key 
figure in guiding the Trust through the perilous 
waters confronting archaeological units in the 
late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. 
The Trust owes him a tremendous debt of 
gratitude. His funeral service, conducted by 
the Dean, was held in the quire of Canterbury 
Cathedral on 14th January, 2020, with music 
provided by the cathedral choir. The Director of 
the Trust, Paul Bennett, gave a eulogy, which, 
with a few minor modifications, is presented 
below, witnessing his life of service.

In his long and distinguished life Lawrence Lyle excelled in many roles: in education, 
local history, archaeology, in local politics, in the community of Canterbury and the 
congregation of Canterbury Cathedral. As a leader of volunteers and as an example 
to others, he has no equal, save for his wonderful wife Marjorie. Theirs has been a 
rare partnership and it is difficult to talk about Lawrence without Marjorie. Married in 
1949 and moving to Canterbury in 1955, they have both worked within the Canterbury 
community and for the public good for over sixty years. Marjorie, always larger than life 
and Lawrence, the modest, quiet, gentle man, they have both given freely of their time 
for others, always without thought of financial reward or of personal advancement. 

Born in Maidstone on 17th July 1923, the eldest of three, Lawrence was educated at 
Maidstone Boys Grammar School and Merton College, Oxford. He was called up after 
two terms for war service in 1942 where he served in the RAF as a navigator with 
Lancaster bombers, but later returned to finish his degree. Lawrence rarely spoke of 
his war service, but he was a recipient of the Bomber Command Medal from the Prime 
Minister.

Lawrence spent his teaching career first in London at Raynes Park, London Borough 
of Merton, and then Dulwich College, before moving to Canterbury in 1955 to take 
up the post of Head of History at the Simon Langton Boys School, a post he held until 
1983. In retirement he continued in education as an examiner for A-level History to 
2008 and to teach for the U3A. So the greater part of his professional life was in 

education; a vocation spent promoting the study of history and inspiring generations 
of schoolchildren, students and contemporaries. Continuing in retirement, this quest 
for sharing knowledge was a life-long passion. As a busy school teacher, right up to 
retirement and beyond, Lawrence regularly organised collections for charities such as 
Save the Children Fund and War on Want.

Since boyhood, Lawrence had an abiding interest in the study of history, local 
history and archaeology and soon after their arrival in Canterbury, he began to work 
as a volunteer on archaeological excavations run by the Canterbury Excavations 
Committee, assisting such luminaries as Sheppard Frere, John Watcher and Frank 
Jenkins. It has always been clear to me that it was Lawrence, among other pioneers, 
who laid the foundations for our present knowledge of the city. 

Lawrence was the longest-serving member of the Historical Association (he joined 
in 1949) serving as a member of Council for many years. In the 1970’s he helped 
to re-establish the Canterbury Branch of the association and it continues today as 
a consequence of his good stewardship. In 1991 Lawrence was co-opted on to the 
National Council of the Historical Association and served on the Council until 2001. 
In 1993 he took on the position of tour organizer and leader for the association, 
organizing 39 tours to a variety of destinations in the UK and abroad. Just before 
he stood down in 2006, Lawrence organized a tour to Libya where I had the great 
privilege of guiding his party around a site I was excavating in Benghazi and escorting 
them to other sites in eastern Libya, notably Cyrene.  

Lawrence was the longest serving member of the Canterbury Archaeological Society, 
now the Canterbury Historical and Archaeological Society (he joined in 1957). He was 
Honorary Secretary of the Society from 1959–1984. He was elected Honorary Member 
of the society in 1985 and Honorary Vice President in 2012 and continued to serve and 
support the society to the end.

He was the longest serving member of the Kent Archaeological Society (he joined in 
1958), on the Governing Council from 1968–2005 and Honorary Treasurer from 1970–
1986, for a record sixteen years — the longest serving Treasurer in the 160 year history 
of the society. As Treasurer he was responsible for large sums donated to the society 
and for the establishment of an investment policy that has served the organization 
well, up to the present day. He was elected Honorary Member of the society (one 
of only seven) in 1988 and Honorary Vice President in 1991, actively serving on the 
Council until 2005. He remained involved with society until recently.

Lawrence was a voluntary steward at Canterbury Cathedral for 55 years (he began 
in 1965) and participated fully in the life of the worshipping community. He loved 
the cathedral and was keen to share his knowledge of the glorious building and the 
precincts with others. 
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In the early 1970s, with a wave of new development pending, there were calls for the 
setting-up of a full-time archaeological unit for the city. Lawrence, with others, notably 
Caroline Simpson and Frank Jenkins, was a founder member of a pressure group, the 
Archaeological Committee for Canterbury, to bring this about. In July 1975 Lawrence 
organised an open meeting with the support of the City Council, local MP David Crouch 
and leading academics, Barry Cunliffe, Martin Biddle, Nicholas Brooks and Tom Hassall. 
That meeting eventually brought the Canterbury Archaeological Trust into being in 
April 1976, with Tim Tatton-Brown as the first Director and Lawrence as Honorary 
Secretary.

The early years of the Trust were exceptionally difficult, but in 1977 Lawrence helped 
to secure a lease on our present office at 92A Broad Street, then blighted by a ring-
road scheme. We were lucky to have some excellent Chairmen of the Management 
Committee in those early days, including Margaret Scott-Knight, Jim Hobbs, Neville 
Phillips, Tom Blagg and Frank Panton, all of them advised and supported during their 
period of office by Lawrence.

The early 1980’s was a period of crisis for the Trust and there were times when 
its continued existence was in doubt. Lawrence was a great source of strength in 
negotiating various expedients for the organization’s survival.  By early 1984 the 
situation was critical. With the Trust on the verge of financial collapse, it was a 
conversation between Archbishop Robert Runcie, Tim Tatton-Brown, Donald Baron, 
Marjorie and Lawrence, that led to a letter of support from the Archbishop being 
published in the Times, questions being asked in the House of Lords by SDP peers 
and pressure placed on English Heritage to provide much needed longer-term support 
for the Trust. Two initiatives were started at this time: a general appeal for funds by 
Lawrence and retired businessman, Tim Holton, and the establishment of the Friends 
of Canterbury Archaeological Trust, with Donald Baron. Donald took on the role of 
Chairman of the Friends with Lawrence as Treasurer. Lawrence eventually took over 
as Friends’ Chairman in 1988, a position he held until 2003.  

Early in 1984, Marjorie and Lawrence negotiated loans from the NatWest Bank and the 
City Council to purchase and set up a charity shop in support of the Trust. Eventually 
branded ‘Roundabout’, the shop at 72, Northgate was a huge undertaking, particularly 
for Marjorie — but also for Lawrence. When the property was finally sold in 1999, 
Lawrence and Marjorie’s initiative had raised over £250,000 for the organization.

In 1985 the Trust became a company limited by guarantee with Lawrence as Company 
Secretary of CAT Ltd, a registered charity — a position he was to hold until 2008. 
Another fund-raising initiative developed at this time was to convert St Margaret’s 
Church into a historic pilgrimage centre, conceived by Tim Tatton-Brown, Donald 
Baron and Lawrence. Although not taken forward, the intellectual property rights for 
the scheme were sold to Heritage Projects, York. With Frank Panton and Lawrence’s 

help in negotiating with Heritage Projects and KCC Estates, the sum generated by the 
initiative purchased the freehold of our offices at 92A Broad Street. 

Throughout the early life of the Trust, right up to the present, significant numbers of 
excavations and related projects have taken place, many of them open to the public, 
with Lawrence and Marjorie at the forefront of organising Friends’ tours or Friends to 
act as stewards. The Longmarket and Whitefriars (Big Dig) excavations were high points 
for presenting archaeology to the public. Heritage weekends were also developed by 
Marjorie and Lawrence to raise funds for the Trust in those difficult years and Marjorie 
was our Honorary Education Officer at this time. 

So, from small beginnings, Lawrence helped to found and run a professional 
archaeological company and a registered charity, serving for thirty-three years as 
Honorary Secretary, Company Secretary and Trustee. He has stewarded the development 
of the CAT from a small organization, often in a state of financial crisis, to its present 
status, as one of the UK’s premier archaeological contractors with over fifty full-time 
archaeologists and support staff. He was also instrumental in founding the Friends of 
the Trust, to support and raise funds for the organization, serving at various times as 
Treasurer, Chairman and committee member. 

In addition to all of these remarkable achievements, Lawrence and Marjorie have 
contributed to the communities of Canterbury and Kent for over sixty years in local 
politics, with active support at various times for the Labour Party, the Social Democrats 
and the Liberal Party. Lawrence supported Marjorie when she was Vice President of 
Canterbury Liberal Democrats and there was a time when this golden partnership 
considered standing for Parliament. 

As historians, and in partnership, they produced eight popular books on the history and 
archaeology of Canterbury, including retirement publications by Lawrence on the history 
of Simon Langton School for Boys in 1984 and the history of Canterbury Archaeological 
Trust — ‘Great Oaks from Little Acorns Grow’ published in 2008.

Lawrence and Marjorie received a Civic Award from the City Council in 2005 in recognition 
of their joint contribution to civic life and for their work in education. Many other awards 
came to Lawrence and Marjorie. In 2006 Lawrence and Marjorie were made Fellows 
of the Historical Association in the Association’s centenary year, for their outstanding 
service to the HA and to History; in 2009 Lawrence was elected Honorary Vice President 
of Canterbury Archaeological Trust Council and in 2013 he was appointed MBE in Her 
Majesty the Queen’s New Year Honours List, for services to history and archaeology.

There can be very few individuals with such a long and sustained history of service. 
All this in partnership with Marjorie, whilst bringing up a family of five. There are many 
aspects to Lawrence’s lifetime service that are unique, but if I was to choose one 
that characterised the man, it has been his humility.  Lawrence was a soft-spoken, 
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unassuming gentleman, who never sought the limelight, but was always there to 
support others; to offer freely of his time and labour, without thought of reward or 
personal aggrandisement.

Lawrence often referred to himself as ‘a back room boy’ — but he was so much more 
than that; he was a driving force, the engine room, at the very heart of whatever 
organisation or cause he was working for.  

In her eulogy to her father, Kate Drewett quoted the comments of a friend, referring to 
Lawrence: “To wear knowledge and goodness lightly and be such a humble person in 
one’s own self is the mark of a true Christian and lovely human being”. 

It was entirely fitting that Lawrence’s Funeral and Service of Thanksgiving for his Life 
took place in the cathedral he loved and served so faithfully for so long. The many 
recipients of Lawrence’s friendship and stewardship within the communities of 
Canterbury and Kent, mourn the passing of a very special man. His significant legacy is 
indelibly printed in bold letters in the history of the city he loved and served with such 
sustained distinction.

Late Roman burials at 
5 – 5a Rhodaus Town, 
Canterbury
Many Friends will be aware of the significant Roman remains previously unearthed from 
the Rhodaus Town area; of particular note are the polygonal temple or shrine excavated 
ahead of the construction of Canterbury Christ Church University’s Augustine House, 
and the extensive cemetery comprising a combined total of some 250 burials excavated 
below what is now student accommodation at Petros Court and Palamon Court (see 
Canterbury’s Archaeology 2015–2016).  

The opportunity to add further to this work was presented in the autumn of 2019, 
following approval by Canterbury City Council of an application for the construction of 
further student accommodation by Canbury Holdings at Nos 5–5a Rhodaus Town, the 
former site of Canterbury Christ Church University’s Arts Centre. 

Initial expectations were high as our investigations had indicated that the Roman 
cemetery should extend into the proposed development site and over the next few 
months our assessment was proven right. Excavation revealed a further 211 burials — 

making the cemetery at Rhodaus Town one of the largest samples of a Roman urban 
population excavated in Kent to date — and providing an unparalleled opportunity to 
explore issues such as diet, health, environment, kinship, migration and mobility, as well 
as the individual narratives of the funerary process itself. 

Preliminary results indicate that the burials were broadly contemporary with those 
previously excavated from our adjoining sites, that is mainly of late Roman date 
(AD 260–410), but with some burials potentially continuing as late as the mid fifth 
century AD. The population comprised both males and females, young and old. All 
were inhumations laid in earth-cut graves, and the majority appeared to have been 
contained within timber coffins demarcated by wood stains and iron coffin nails. A 
small proportion of individuals were buried with personal items, including belt buckles, 
bracelets, necklaces, hair and cloth pins, and shoes. An even smaller proportion of burials 
might be classified as ‘deviant’ — a term used to characterise non-standard treatment 
of the dead — including decapitation, placement of objects in mouths (including coins), 
prone burials (ie laid face down), and multiple burials placed within a single grave. 

Several animal burials, including an articulated cow skeleton, were also excavated, and 
might relate to associated funerary activities. 

Burials appeared to be more ad hoc in this part of the cemetery, with greater variability 
in alignment of burials evident in contrast to the more formal rows and alignments 
recorded at Palamon Court. Such variations are perhaps indicative of chronological or 
other factors influencing the cemetery organisation. 

The excavation team worked against the weather and clock to ensure areas could 
be cleared of burials in time for hand over to construction ground workers. 
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One technically challenging discovery was a funerary or ritual shaft, situated within 
an open area of the cemetery seemingly avoided by burials. The shaft, which had a 
diameter of approximately 3m, extended to a depth of 7.7m and had to be excavated 
using stepped sections to ensure the safety of those working at its base. It should be 
noted that no human remains were recovered from the shaft, but a small assemblage 
of material, including Roman pottery and animal bone, was recovered from its backfilled 
deposits. At the base of the shaft was a bag-like container, potentially formed of low 

Grave showing timber remnants representing a potential 
coffin lid sealing the burial. 

Cist grave formed of Roman tile containing a young infant. Note the copper bracelet and a necklace 
formed of glass beads, dated to the late fourth to mid fifth century AD, placed with the deceased. 

fired clay, and work is ongoing by our environmental team to assess both the container 
and its contents.  

Work is similarly ongoing by our finds team, supported by our indispensable volunteers, 
to process and collate all of the recovered human remains and artefacts. Once complete, 
we will be ready to begin the process of post-excavation assessment, the findings from 
which I would hope to be able to present in a future update. 

Richard Helm

Hathor in the Beaney
When you dig and find an object such as that discussed below, it doesn’t come with a 
label that says: “Hello, I am an amulet and I represent the god Ra...” The greeting is a 
little colder and you have to investigate much deeper until you discover the identity and 
significance of the object. 

This ancient Egyptian pectoral (something worn on the chest) is displayed on the first 
floor of the Beaney in Canterbury. The artifacts in the cabinet range from finds made by 
members of Horatio Nelson’s fleet at the Battle of the Nile, 1798, to those excavated 
by early professional archaeologists, such as Flinders Petrie, to others given by private 
donors. 

Sat between a cat mummy and several scarabs, it seems not to attract attention but 
this little object hides a great story that takes us back to the beginnings of Egyptian 
civilization. Around 10,000 BC a group of humans gathered on the banks of the Nile 
and began to form what would be one of the greatest civilizations in history. They 
observed nature and the movements of the sun and the stars as the Nile flooded every 
year, leaving a silt that was tremendously fertile. They noted which animals were more 
benign and which ones they had to flee like the plague and they began to create stories 
— of how the sun god (Ra) was so powerful that he could create the world and destroy 
it, or how he and his children sailed the heavens . . . 

One of Ra’s daughters (well, Egyptian history is spread over more than 5000 years 
so sometimes she is his daughter, sometimes his consort, sometimes his mother, 
depending on the time or place) is Hathor, from the beginning one of the most prominent 
divinities of the Egyptian pantheon. She played a wide variety of roles (it’s impossible to 
cover them all here) but we can say that she legitimized royalty, helped the souls of the 
deceased in their passage into the after-life, was the mother of all mothers, exemplified 
the concept of femininity, was the goddess of music, love, sexuality and dance, and 
as Ra’s female counterpart was Ra’s eye, protective and vindictive, making all the 
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The pectoral in the Beaney . 

A raised relief in the chapel of Osiris in the temple of Seti I at Abydos 
showing the pharaoh offering a menat to Osiris. 

enemies of Egypt flee. An endless number of stories recount her exploits and we can 
see her importance as she is the deity with the most temples. One of her most common 
representations is as a cow or in the form of a woman with a headdress comprising a 
sun disk between outward curving cow horns.

Here, in the centre of the pectoral, we have a cow’s head, with a solar disk and two 
ostrich feathers between the horns. The sun is a symbol of her condition as a solar 
goddess, related to Ra and the creation myths. The two ostrich feathers symbolize maat 
(justice), appear in the crown of Osiris, judge of the underworld, and are also a symbol 
of Shu, god of the air, whom Hathor helps to find when he is lost as a child. We can say 
that here the feathers reinforce the roles of Hathor as protector of the dead and as 
goddess of creation.

Her head rests on a necklace (called a wsh), forming what is known as an aegis (the 
head of a god and a wsh), a representation that appears during the 18th dynasty 
(1549–1292 BC) and that will become very popular in the Third Intermediate Period 
(1069–664 BC). One of the uses of an aegis is in the so-called menat, a collar specific 
to the cult of Hathor that could also be used to make noise (another of the symbols 
of Hathor is the sistrum). These menats are formed by a front full of bead lines and a 

counterweight at the back. In this counterweight is the aegis. Here we have the whole 
menat as a representation of Hathor.

This aegis is flanked by two uraei (stylised rearing cobras). These uraei, with horns and a 
sun disk, represent Hathor as an Eye of Ra, as a protector of royalty and of God himself 
against enemies. There are two of them, reflecting the principle of symmetry that rules 
Egyptian art.

The entire composition is inside a chapel: the floor is decorated with red and blue stripes, 
and the roof with a winged solar disk (another symbol that represents the Eye of Ra and 
Hathor); and there is a column on either side.

We can have no doubt about which deity is being represented. It is clearly Hathor, with 
repeated attributes about her role as counterpart of Ra — the Eye of Ra, in her most 
protective and vindictive version. “Don’t mess with the one who wears this object,” it 
seems to say. And I venture to say that this pectoral could have been part of a menat, 
one of those necklaces that are full of power and symbolism, as we can see in the 
photograph of a relief in the temple of Seti I at Abydos. Here, the pharaoh Seti I (1290–
1279 BC) is offering a very elaborate menat to Osiris. Do you see how our pectoral could 
be included in a collar like this?

There is considerably more to this little object than meets the eye!
Sonia Guerrini
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late Iron Age to the early Roman 
period. Interest in the site was 
high as very little in the way of 
archaeology had previously been 
encountered elsewhere within 
the Chilmington Green site. 
The features in the evaluation 
were of similar date to those 
encountered 1.1km to the west 
at Brisley Farm. There a complex 
settlement, including buildings, 
enclosures and pits, was occupied from the first century BC to the first century AD and 
two warrior burials lying within sub-rectangular enclosures were identified; they were 
interred a generation apart at c AD 10 and c AD 50. 

The earliest identified activity on our site comprised a field system consisting of 
aligned, intermittent ditch boundaries that are provisionally dated to the late Bronze 
Age. Worked flint within some of these ditches and later features may be residual from 
slightly earlier activity.

The most prolific phase of activity began in the later Iron Age/Roman period with the 
formation of a large ditched enclosure in the north-east corner of the site, within an area 
of slightly higher ground. At least two buildings represented by penannular drainage 
gullies, associated refuse pits and a water-hole/well were also constructed at this time. 
Slightly later three large curvilinear ditches were cut to the north-east. These ditches 
probably enclosed further settlement activity immediately adjacent to our site. It 
seems likely that our site lies on the fringes of this larger settlement, with activity dying 
out to the south, west and south-west in line with a gradual decrease in ground level. 

Towards the end of the period an agricultural landscape developed, represented by the 
remnants of a co-axial field system formed from drainage ditches and a new water-
hole for livestock. The excavations revealed an interesting assemblage of pottery that 
has yet to be analysed, but provisional dating indicates that the main phase of activity 
was during the first century AD. 

The ground conditions throughout the excavation were wet with ground-water flowing 
into the site and surface-water collecting on the Wealden clay. It is likely that the 
Romano-British settlement suffered from similar problems. This could be seen by 
various drainage ditches that were laid out to manage and exploit the groundwater. 
It is clear from the current investigations that future development of the Chilmington 
Green community will encounter further remains of their ancient predecessors. 

Ross Lane

Romano-British 
settlement at Chilmington 
Green School, Ashford
Located on the south-west side of Ashford, Chilmington Green comprises a gently 
undulating landscape that lies on the flank of a ridgeline known as Coleman’s Kitchen 
Wood. Between November 2019 and January 2020 the Trust undertook an archaeological 
‘strip, map and sample’ excavation on land situated south of Mock Lane. The work was 
commissioned by Gen2 in advance of the construction of a primary school that will 
serve  the residents of up to 5,750 homes that are to be built over the next decade. 

The proposed development covered a total area of 19,155m2 within a large arable 
field, but in the event it proved possible only to strip a smaller area of c 8000m2. 
Previous evaluation had demonstrated the presence of archaeology dating from the 

Excavating a penannular drainage gully, looking south. 

Excavating the water-hole. 
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Thinking about  
archaeology
Just imagine you’re putting out your bins one evening, only to see a bunch of 
archaeologists (CAT archaeologists, naturally) waiting to plan the locations of your 
refuse deposits in relation to your living space, sift through and archive the contents 
of your bins, and reconstruct your lifestyle in comparison with the contents of your 
neighbours’ bins! Perhaps worse is to imagine similar archaeologists studying the 
contents of waste pipes, or loitering near crematoria . . .  

The point is, of course, that we archaeologists every day sort through ancient refuse 
and other things, so the question becomes: where does archaeology cease? Or 
perhaps, when does the past ‘end’ and the ‘present’ begin? 

Answers to such difficult questions have implications for archaeologists, and it is these 
sorts of questions that are debated at the Theoretical Archaeology Group, an annual 
conference, which was hosted in December 2019 by University College London. 
Thanks to help from the Friends, I was able to attend and represent the Trust, and to 
present two papers.

My first paper, entitled The Empire of History, focussed on the selective nature and 
unpreventable biases of historical accounts as compared with archaeological data 
from ‘historical’ periods. Typically, documentary sources mainly concern the interests 
of the empowered, and historical narratives are written by the ideologically dominant 
in societies, and can even be seen as charter myths for ruling classes or colonialists. 
It is small wonder that both sources and narratives can tell us little about the lives 
of subalterns in a given time or place. The mistake made by archaeologists in such 
circumstances is blithely to apply generalised or only tenuously associated historical 
material to the archaeology of people for which there is no direct written record: this 
can lead to biased expectations and fallacious findings. 

I took as my main example the development of Roman Canterbury, which has in the 
past been rather shoehorned into a narrative based on wider Roman history. The road 
layout, for example, takes on a very different countenance if the need to tie it to 
external Roman history and influence is discarded, and archaeological evidence alone 
is considered (see Weekes forthcoming). In fact, I would argue Roman Canterbury is 
best considered and approached as a ‘prehistoric’ site! Leading on from this, I further 
considered the proposition that all human actions, even up to the present, are best 
considered ‘prehistoric’, until documented, or rather glossed, by history. My favourite 

example of this is a wooden harpoon point from near Chichester, thought to be 
Mesolithic, but radiocarbon dated to the medieval period. My suggestion, however, is 
that there there is more understanding to be had of ‘ordinary’ Victorian or even early 
20th-century lives, for example, from an archaeology of back garden refuse disposal, 
than anything touched on by documents or historians. Moreover, there is much in 
modern life for which material culture record will be the only trace left to posterity. 

My second paper was on the archaeology of ritual. I have long argued that ritual is 
essentially about the specialisation of actions, rather than the many fluid meanings 
ritual actions can invoke in participants and interpreters alike. I adapted and applied 
the methodology I have personally developed in looking at funerary archaeology to 
the non-funerary Neolithic ritual deposits from the site at Chalk Hill, Ramsgate (see 
Clark et al, 2019), demonstrating that the indices of ‘selection, combination and 
installation’ of ritual objects, their ‘preparation, modification and curation’, and ‘spatial 
and temporal emphases’ of ritual actions, can all be used to build ritual profiles that 
can be compared with other ritual sequences, whatever these actions and objects 
may have meant to those actually conducting the rituals. This paper was videoed and 
will hopefully soon be available on line. 

So how does this all relate to our everyday work at CAT? Well, it is my view that 
excavation is still in fact the most extraordinary thing archaeologists do. The ability 
to unpick archaeological contexts in reverse stratigraphic sequence, maintaining 
the contextual integrity of finds and building a precise narrative of site formation 
processes, is amazing to many, and rightly valued, by the public at least, as 
extraordinary. But archaeologists also have a remit to interpret our findings, and 
to understand people of the past as best we can: how they were like ‘us’, and how 
they differed. Understanding the biases and selectiveness of historical sources and 
narratives, and avoiding projection of ‘meaning’ in the interpretation of prehistoric 
ritual behaviours, for example, will help us to recover, understand and report our 
findings more accurately, and continue to make a unique contribution to knowledge 
of the past, especially those people never written about, and those ritual events 
apparently so alien to our understanding. 

Jake Weekes

References 
Clark, P, Shand, G and Weekes, J 2019. Chalk Hill. Neolithic and Bronze Age Discoveries 
at Ramsgate, Kent.

Weekes, J forthcoming. ‘Old and new evidence of urban and suburban Watling Street 
at Canterbury, and implications for the development of Durovernum’. Archaeologia 
Cantiana forthcoming.
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Summer–Autumn 2020EVENTS
Monday 18 May 2020: Church, Saints and Seals, 1150–1300 
Mabb Lovell Court Lecture Room, Old Sessions House, CCCU, Longport CT1 1PL,  
10.00 to 17.00

As part of Becket 2020, this one-day conference combines presentations by experts 
on seals with a visit to the Cathedral Archives and Conservation Studio. Speakers will 
discuss the iconography of seals, including representations of sacred buildings and 
Becket’s murder, as well as the materiality of seals and sealing practices.

Tickets: Full price (including lunch) £50; CCCU and Kent University students (including 
lunch) £25

Booking: https://www.canterbury.ac.uk/saints-seals or call 01227 923690 or email 
artsandculture@canterbury.ac.uk

Thursday 8 October 2020, 7pm, Canterbury Christ Church 
University, room: tbc
Julius Caesar’s Invasions of Britain
Julius Caesar landed in Britain in 55 and in 54 BC. For a long time, it was assumed that 
these expeditions had little effect on Britain and in Rome they soon became a distant 
memory. It was also assumed that the expeditions left few, if any, archaeological 
traces. The recent discovery of the probable landing site and naval base for the 
expedition of 54 BC on the Isle of Thanet has challenged those views

This talk will explore why Caesar came to Britain, the history and archaeology of 
the two campaigns, and their place in Caesar’s nine-year Battle for Gaul. Far from 
becoming a distant memory, Caesar’s invasion had a lasting and significant effect 
on Britain and led, almost a century later, to the permanent occupation of Britain by 
Rome.

Andrew Fitzpatrick is a heritage consultant and Visiting Professor at Leicester 
University. He is currently working on a book about Julius Caesar’s Battle for Gaul 
which was inspired by the discovery of the naval base in Thanet during a project by 
Oxford Wessex Archaeology.

While at Wessex Andrew worked on several major projects which yielded a series of 
standout discoveries, the most well-known of which is the famous Bronze Age burial 
‘The Amesbury Archer’. Andrew has published widely on the Iron Age in Britain and 
continental Europe and is a Member of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London and the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland.

FCAT and CKHH lectures: Autumn 2020

3–5 April 2020: Medieval Canterbury Weekend
The History Weekend comprises 25 ‘events’, mainly lectures but also some guided 
tours of important medieval buildings in Canterbury. Among the highlights of the 
Weekend are talks by Caroline Barron, Diarmaid MacCulloch, Sophie Ambler, Michael 
Wood and Imogen Corrigan. Sweeping across the Middle Ages, there are speakers on 
Anglo-Saxon society through to the eve of the Reformation, with much in-between! 

Lectures and guided tours are classified under five themes: ‘Kings and Queens; 
‘War and Politics’; ‘The Church’, ‘Books and Manuscripts’ and ‘Social History’ to allow 
audiences to gain access to new interpretations, ideas and knowledge in a range of 
medieval topics.

The Weekend is in aid of the Ian Coulson Memorial Postgraduate Award fund helping 
postgraduates studying Kent history topics at CCCU.

Participants can select what they wish to attend on a pick and mix basis by consulting 
the Weekend website and booking their chosen events at: www.canterbury.ac.uk/
medieval-canterbury

Tickets: £10 per event. For Canterbury Christ Church students and those purchasing 10 
or more tickets in one transaction the price is £8 per event

Full details and Booking available: a) online at: www.canterbury.ac.uk/medieval-
canterbury b) by phone (office hours): 01227 923690 c) by email: artsandculture@
canterbury.ac.uk

Saturday 25 April 2020, 10am–4pm: Open Day at CAT’s new 
Wincheap store
CAT is holding a special OPEN DAY for Friends on Saturday 25th April from 10am to 
4pm. Staff will be on hand to escort visitors around the new stores and offices. A 
display of recent finds will be available for view, together with a range of the CAT Kits 
and Boxes that the Outreach team loan to schools and universities. This is our way 
of saying THANK YOU for all your help with setting-up the store and especially for our 
invaluable goods’ lift. We look forward to meeting, greeting and showing you around 
the new facility. Head for the junction of 
Simmonds Road and Cow Lane on the 
Wincheap Industrial Estate. There will be 
on-site parking and 
park-and-ride buses go 
right past our door.
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Volunteers Wanted

We are now on AmazonSmile! 
You can support our Outreach and Education activities every time you 
shop on Amazon. How? 
Simply sign in to smile.amazon.co.uk, go to Your Account at the top 
of any page and then select the option to Change your Charity by 
switching your account to AmazonSmile and choosing ‘Canterbury 
Archaeological Trust Limited’.

Spread the word! 
You shop.  
Amazon gives.

Thursday 12 November 2020, 7pm, Canterbury Christ Church 
University, room: tbc
A New Historic Map for Canterbury
Monuments, History, Archaeology and Heritage may refer to the past, but they are 
all about the here and now. Nothing from the past survives unless it is experienced, 
valued, protected, and maintained. The Canterbury Archaeological Trust, in partnership 
with the Kent Centre for History and Heritage and the Historic Towns Trust, is 
developing a new historical map of Canterbury alongside tools for on-line interaction 
with the history and archaeology of the City, aimed at promoting Canterbury’s 
heritage to a new generation. This talk will give an update on progress and evaluate 
the significance of the map and related outputs.

Dr Jake Weekes studied at the University of Kent from 1999–2005 and was a part-
time lecturer there in Classical and Archaeological Studies and Comparative Literary 
Studies from 1999–2007. He co-ordinated the South East Research Framework for the 
Historic Environment from 2007–8 (writing the Resource Assessment and Research 
Agenda for the Medieval Period). He has since worked as a Project Manager at the 
Canterbury Archaeological Trust. In recent years, Jake contributed to the Kent History 
Project volume on Early Medieval Kent (AD 800–1220), co-devised and edited a book 
on funerary practice in the Roman world, is author of the chapter on cemeteries and 
funerary practice in The Oxford Handbook of Roman Britain and co-author of Chalk Hill, 
Neolithic and Bronze Age Discoveries at Ramsgate, Kent.

Thursday 3 December 2020, 7pm, Canterbury Christ Church 
University, room: tbc
Beneath the Seamark: 6,000 years of an Island’s History. 
Archaeological Investigations at ‘Thanet Earth’, 2007–2012
Over ten years ago, CAT excavated a huge swathe of land on the Isle of Thanet — 
some 47 hectares (116 acres) — in advance of the construction of the industrial 
greenhouses of the ‘Thanet Earth’ agricultural complex. The results of this work were 
published on-line in December 2019 as a detailed six-volume technical report. A more 
digestible, popular account aimed at the general reader has been commissioned for 
2020/2021 and should appear in print next year. This presentation will present the 
results of the study of the discoveries from Thanet Earth, which spanned the long 
history of the Isle of Thanet from early Prehistory until the present day. Emphasis will 
be placed on some of the more remarkable and unusual finds, many of which have 
proved to be on national and international significance.

Peter Clark is the Deputy Director and Director of Research and Post-Excavation at 
the Canterbury Archaeological Trust, where he has worked for nearly thirty years. He 
caught the archaeology bug on his first excavation whilst still a schoolboy in 1975, 
and went on to study archaeology at Durham University. He subsequently worked on 
archaeological projects in England, France, Italy and for many years in Scotland before 
he moved to Canterbury.  His many academic publications range over a wide variety 
of subjects, from the Scottish medieval burgh, the theory and practice of stratigraphic 
analysis, Bronze Age funerary practices and the Neolithisation of the British Isles, but 
he is perhaps best known for his work on the Dover Bronze Age boat. He is a Fellow of 
the Society of Antiquaries of London and the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and 
also sits on the Advisory Council for the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists and is a 
Council Member for the Prehistoric Society.

Volunteers are being sought to assist with cataloguing finds in our 
Wincheap store. The finds facility (formerly Newspaper House) at the 
junction of Simmonds Road and Cow Lane Wincheap is now open. The 
building contains a significant proportion of the Trust’s archive of finds from 
excavations across the city and district. As a preliminary to a larger, more 
detailed project and an aspiration to provide public access to the archive, we 
are seeking volunteers to work with full-time members of our finds team to 
help complete the cataloguing of materials presently stored at Wincheap. 
We are hoping to enlist the support of volunteers prepared to work with us 
mornings, afternoons or whole days on a regular basis. Those wishing to 
help must be fit, capable of climbing stairs and ladders and carrying boxes of 
modest weight, with a good eye for detail and organisational skills. Training 
will be given in all aspects of the work. Anyone interested should contact 
Andrew Richardson (andrew.richardson@canterburytrust.co.uk) ideally 
by e-mail, or alternatively by phoning the Trust, leaving contact details.
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