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Events in Kent

Wider Events
R
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M
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N
S
409/410: The Romans leave England.
A
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c450: The arrival of the Anglo-Saxons in England.

1066: The Battle of Hastings – the Normans seize power from the Anglo-Saxons.

M
E
D
I
E
V
A
L

1215: Magna Carta – King John is forced to sign the Magna Carta by his barons, giving some power
to them.

1348-51: The Black Death – about 1.5 million (out of 4 million) die.

1485: Henry Tudor’s army killed Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth and began the Tudor dynasty.
T
U
D
O
R
S

1534: The Reformation - Henry VIII broke from the Catholic Church and became Head of the Church
of England.

1605: The Gunpowder Plot – Catholics tried to blow up James I.
S
T
U
A
R
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1642-49: The English Civil War – resulted in the execution of Charles I and a republic for 11 years.
1665 and 1666: The Plague and the Great Fire of London.
1688: The Glorious Revolution: James II was removed from power and replaced by his daughter
Mary and her husband William (his cousin). There was never a Catholic monarch again and it
marked the beginning of constitutional monarchy.
1750s: The start of the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions using money from Britain’s growing
empire.
1815: Britain won the Battle of Waterloo - defeating Napoleon and bringing an end to conflict with
France that had lasted centuries.

1914-18: The First World War - led to the deaths of 18 million people (mostly soldiers) throughout the
world.
M
O
D
E
R
N

1919: The Treaty of Versailles signed - supposed to lead to peace but actually one of the main
causes of WW2.
1929: The Wall Street Crash – the American economy collapsed, taking with it the economies of
most developed countries, particularly the UK and Germany.
1939-45: The Second World War – led to the deaths of 60 million people (mostly civilians) throughout
the world.

4

THE IAN COULSON BURSARY FOR LOCAL HISTORY/
ARCHAEOLOGY IN KENT SCHOOLS

Factors (what caused change?):
Religion – new religious beliefs changed the way that people
lived their lives.
War/Invasion – a war with another country or invasion by a
foreign country changed the way that people lived their lives.
Science and technology - new inventions changed the way
people lived their lives.
Government/control – the way of running the country changed
the way that people lived their lives.

Effects (what changes occurred?):
Physical – it changed the appearance of Kent (new buildings
and other infrastructure or destruction of what was there
previously).
Social – it changed the way that people lived (language, food,
social structure).
Economic – it changed the way that people made their
livings/money or changed the type of jobs available.
Political – it changed the way that Kent/England was run.
Religious – it changed peoples’ beliefs.
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4th century mosaic
floor from
Lullingstone Roman
Villa.
Wikipedia

Roman
Canterbury in
about AD300
Canterbury
Archaeological Trust
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The Roman
Painted House
at Dover built
in about AD
200
Kerry@ Flickr.com

The Roman Pharos
(lighthouse) at Dover
Castle built soon after
the invasion
Wikimedia commons
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©Andy Harmsworth/ Canterbury Archaeological Trust
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HOW DID THE
ROMANS CHANGE
KENT ?
2. Advertising and Trademarks
Traders would advertise their goods with
billboards and signs, while self-promotion was a
major concern to the emperor and who
proclaimed his military victories on his coins.
Potters would often stamp their vessels with
their name, a mark of quality.

4. Towns
Large settlements existed in Britain before the
Romans arrived, but they were the first to
introduce planned towns and administrative
centres.
Londinium, Aqua Sulis (Bath) and Durovernum
(Canterbury) are all examples of Roman towns
that still exist as modern towns.

6. Roads
Everyone knows the secret to a Roman road –
build wide and straight, often with paved streets.
Constructing reliable transport routes was a
necessity of such a huge empire.

9. Latin
The introduction of Latin had a profound impact
on words and language within Britain. Latin
became the language of religion, law and
administration, and a great many modern words
still derive from this language.
Did you know that plumbing is called this because
the Romans made their pipes out of lead
(plumbum)? Or that the Latin word sinister meant
left, which the Romans considered to be bad-luck.
Based on 10 Things The Romans Did For Us, English
Heritage, 2019

1. Fast Food
The Romans were the first to introduce street stalls and
‘food on the move’. With 10,000 soldiers in Britain, having
access to tasty, convenient food was vitally important and
vendors serving fast food would have been commonplace in
large towns. The Romans also introduced staple foods such
as apples, pears and peas to Britain.

3. Plumbing and Sanitation
Keeping towns and forts clean through drainage and access
to fresh water was a new concept to Britain. At the root of
sanitation was the great engineering works of the Romans,
with aqueducts bringing water in and drains to keep the
streets and houses clean. The remains of Roman toilets and
bath complexes can be seen across the forts of Hadrian’s
Wall. The soldiers had to stay healthy if they were to fight
for the Roman Empire!

5. Architecture
From military structures such as forts and walls (including
the spectacular Hadrian’s Wall) to engineering feats such as
baths and aqueducts, the most obvious impact of the
Romans that can still be seen today is their buildings. Most
buildings in Iron Age Britain were made of timber and were
often round in form. The Romans built in stone, in straight
lines and in a grand scale.

7. Our Calendar
The Julian calendar was the first to consist of 365 days,
along with a leap year every four years. It forms the basis of
the Gregorian calendar we use today. The names of the
months derive from Roman months, reflecting the
important Roman impact on our modern diaries. This
is most obvious for July and August, which are named after
the early rulers Julius Caesar and Emperor Augustus.

8. Currency
Although some of the tribes in the South of England
produced coins before the Romans arrived, it was not used
as currency, to purchase things. The Romans brought in
their own coinage, which was the same across the Empire.
A denarius minted in Rome could be spent in Britain, North
Africa or Turkey, such a global currency has not been seen
since.
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How important was this event for the people of Kent?
Event:
The factors which brought about change:

The effects this event had:

Overall significance for the people of Kent:

/10

I have given it this score because:

How important was this event for the people of Kent?
Event:
The factors which brought about change:

The effects this event had:

Overall significance for the people of Kent:
I have given it this score because:
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Girl 'murdered' by Roman soldiers in north
Kent
The body of a girl thought to have been murdered by Roman soldiers has been discovered in north Kent.
Archaeologists working on the site of a Roman settlement near the A2 uncovered the girl who died almost 2,000
years ago.
"She was killed by a Roman sword stabbing her in the back of the head," said Dr Paul Wilkinson, director of the
excavation."By the position of the entry wound she would have been kneeling at the time."
The Roman conquest of Britain began in AD43, and the construction of Watling Street started soon afterwards
linking Canterbury to St Albans. A small Roman town was built on the route, near present-day Faversham.

'Dumped' in a shallow grave
Dr Wilkinson is the director of SWAT Archaeology (Swale and Thames Archaeology Company)- a company which
carries out digs before major building work takes place on sites which may hold historical interest.
He was in charge of a training dig excavating Roman ditches when they made the shocking find.
Dr Wilkinson said that she had been between 16 and 20 years old when she was killed, and her bones suggested
that she had been in good health. “One can only imagine what trauma this poor girl had to suffer”
He also believes the body had then been dumped in what looked like a hastily dug grave.
"She was lying face down and her body was twisted with one arm underneath her body. One of her feet was even
left outside the grave," he said.

Wounds suggest the girl was stabbed in the back of the head with a Roman sword

The burial site was just outside the Roman town, with cemeteries close by.
Dr Wilkinson said the body was found with some fragments of Iron Age pottery which would date the grave to
about AD50, and suggest that she was part of the indigenous population. Another indication of her origin,
according to Dr Wilkinson, is the orientation of the body. Romans buried their bodies lying east-west, whereas
this body was buried north-south, as was the custom for pagan graves.

'Local populations were killed'
Many people have a romantic view of the Roman invasion, Dr Wilkinson said. "Now, for the first time, we have an
indication of how the Roman armies treated people, and that large numbers of the local populations were killed.
"It shows how all invading armies act the same throughout history. One can only imagine what trauma this poor
girl had to suffer before she was killed," he said.
She will be re-buried at the site.
BBC April 2011
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DEATH REPORT FORM
Name of investigator:

Date:

Name of the victim:

Sex of the victim:

Age of the victim:

Date and time of death:

Place of death:

Names of any witnesses:

Cause of death:

Further issues to be investigated:

Complete these sections only if you think a murder has taken place:
What evidence do you have that this was a murder?

Who do you think committed the
murder?

What were their motives?

Signed:

Date:
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LESSON 3
BEDE’S ACCOUNT OF ST AUGUSTINE COMING TO CANTERBURY IN
AD 597, adapted from ‘The History of English Church and People’
written at Jarrow Abbey in about AD 731
“Augustine arrived in Britain with the servants of Christ. The powerful Ethelbert was at
that time king of Kent. On the east of Kent is the large Isle of Thanet divided from the
other land by the river Wantsum. Augustine landed in this island with his companions,
nearly forty men. They sent a message to Ethelbert saying that they were come from
Rome with a joyful message about God. The king having heard this ordered them to stay
in that island until he considered what to do with them. He had before heard of the
Christian religion, having a Christian wife of the royal family of the Franks, called Bertha.
Some days later, the king came into the island, and sitting in the open air, ordered
Augustine and his companions to be brought into his presence. For he had taken
precaution that they should not come to him in any house because they might practice
magic against him. They came with a silver cross for their banner and the image of our
Lord and Saviour painted on a board; and singing, they offered up their prayers to the
Lord. After Augustine had sat down and preached to him, the king answered: "Your
words and promises are very fair, but they are new to us. Because you are come from far
into my kingdom, and, desire to impart to us those things which you believe to be true,
we will not harm you, but take care to supply you with your necessary sustenance; nor do
we forbid you to preach and gain as many as you can to your religion." He allowed them
to live in the city of Canterbury, which was the capital of all his lands.
As soon as they entered the dwelling place assigned them they preached the word of
God to as many as they could. Several believed and were baptized, admiring the
simplicity of their innocent life. There was on the east side of the city a church dedicated
to the honour of St. Martin, built whilst the Romans were still in the island, where the
queen used to pray. In this they first began to meet, to sing, to pray, to say mass, to
preach, and to baptize, till the king, being converted to the faith, allowed them to preach
openly, and build or repair churches in all places.
When the King believed and was baptized, greater numbers began daily to flock together
to hear the word, and, forsaking their heathen rites, joined the church of Christ. Their
conversion the king so far encouraged and it was not it long before he gave his preachers
a settled residence in Canterbury.”
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How did Christianity arrive in England in 597 AD?
Who was St Augustine?
In the late 6th century, a monk was sent from Rome to England to bring Christianity to the AngloSaxons. He would ultimately become the first Archbishop of Canterbury, establish one of medieval
England’s most important abbeys, and kick start the country’s conversion to Christianity. Who was
St Augustine and how did his mission succeed?
A Papal Mission
Almost nothing is known of the early life of the St Augustine. He was probably living as a monk in
Rome when, in 595, Pope Gregory the Great chose him to lead a mission to convert the pagan
Anglo-Saxons to the Christian faith. Christianity had been present in England during Roman times,
but with the arrival of the Saxons, most of the country had once again returned to paganism.
England in the 6th century was divided into many warring kingdoms. Of these, it was Kent that was
chosen as the place to begin Augustine’s mission in England, most likely because of the powerful
position of its ruler, King Ethelbert.
A Legendary Meeting
The story of St Augustine’s arrival in England has become the stuff of legend, and was first told by
the 8th-century monk and historian Bede, writing 140 years after the events took place. Bede
describes how when Augustine arrived in Kent, Ethelbert met the monk and his 40 companions
outdoors, because the pagan king was scared of the new arrivals practising sorcery.
The monks are said to have held up a silver cross and a panel painted with the image of Christ. We
are told that King Ethelbert, while wary of his visitors, did allow them to preach to the gathering.
The exact location of these events is not known, but in the 19th century, a stone cross was put up
near Ramsgate, on the site where, local legend had it, this first meeting took place.
Queen Bertha
King Ethelbert was probably accompanied by his wife, Queen Bertha. Bertha was a Frankish princess
who was already a Christian, despite her marriage to a pagan king. It is thought that the presence of
Bertha may have been another reason for Augustine to begin his mission in Kent. She is known to
have been in contact with the Pope at about this time, and the fact that her husband allowed her to
practise Christianity perhaps suggests that he might also have been sympathetic to Augustine’s
mission.
King Ethelbert did not immediately convert to Christianity, but he did treat Augustine and his
companions with hospitality. They were given freedom to preach and invited to live in Canterbury,
the capital of Kent. Augustine and his companions held services in the ancient church of St Martin’s
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(in Canterbury), which is believed to be the church that Queen Bertha herself worshipped in.
Eventually, King Ethelbert did convert, and the abbey of St Peter and Paul (later rededicated to St
Augustine) was founded in Canterbury in about 598. Augustine became the first Archbishop of
Canterbury, a role that to this day is still the most senior cleric in the Church of England.
Royal Support
There were many advantages for Augustine in gaining royal support for his mission. King Ethelbert’s
gifts enabled the creation of a school and a library at the abbey, which in turn established it as an
important seat of learning. Pope Gregory even sent books from Rome to fill the abbey’s
bookshelves.
Ethelbert also provided protection to the new Christian church. He made laws that protected church
property and punished transgressions against the Church even more harshly than those against the
Crown. These charters may have been drawn up under the guidance of Augustine himself.
Augustine was clearly a shrewd man who knew that royal support was essential if his mission was to
be successful.
Augustine’s Legacy
It is known that Augustine died on 26 May, though scholars still argue over whether the year was
604 or perhaps 609. Christianity continued to spread throughout the other English kingdoms in the
years that followed St Augustine’s first mission, but its progression was not smooth. Not all of the
successors to the converted Anglo-Saxon kings were Christian, including some of those that
followed Ethelbert in Kent. The Christianisation of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms was finally completed
at the end of the 7th century, when the Isle of Wight’s last pagan king, Aruald, died in 686.
St Augustine’s Abbey became one of the most important Benedictine monasteries in the medieval
world, and was a thriving centre of learning and culture for almost 1,000 years before its
suppression in 1538. It is the burial place of several Anglo-Saxon kings and Archbishops of
Canterbury, including St Augustine himself, and today forms part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site
Keywords:
Pagans – a term used by Christians to describe people who believed in other religions
Sorcery – witchcraft
Frankish – people who lived in part of modern day Germany
Cleric – an official in the Church

Information adapted from: www.english-heritage.org.uk
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The Arrival of Christianity in
England
1. Who took control in Kent when the Romans left?
2. Which pope sent St. Augustine to England?
3. What does pagan mean?
4. Who first tells us the story of St. Augustine’s arrival in England?
5. Why did King Ethelbert insist on meeting St. Augustine
outside?
6. Which town in Kent is this stone cross found near?
7. Where did Queen Bertha, Ethelbert’s wife come from?
8. Where in Kent do you think this building is found?

9. How long did it take after St. Augustine’s visit in 597AD for the whole of
England to become Christian?
10. Why do you think St. Augustine’s Abbey stopped being used as a
monastery after 1538?
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CHRISTIANITY IN THE WORLD TODAY
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Christianity in the world today

Free US and World Maps.com
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LESSON 4
1066: The Normans Invade Kent!
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St Augustine’s Abbey and the Bayeux Tapestry

Information adapted from:
www.english-heritage.org.uk

The Bayeux Tapestry is famous for being a 70 metre long embroidery made in 1067 on the orders of
Bishop Odo, William the Conqueror’s half-brother. It records the events leading up to William’s victory
at the Battle of Hastings. However, it is now thought that although the Normans ordered it to be made,
it was probably made by women in Canterbury. There is also evidence that it may have been made at St.
Augustine’s Abbey in Canterbury. Have a look at the evidence and see what you think!
The Norman historian William of Poitiers noted that ‘everyone attests (agrees) to the fact that English
Women are very skilled in needlecraft and gold embroidery’.
Another clue to the tapestry’s English origins lies within the embroidered text. In places it contains
Anglo-Saxon lettering and spelling. For example, in the section showing the death of Harold’s brother
Gyrth, Gyrth is spelt with a barred letter D, as used by the Anglo-Saxons.
Why St Augustine’s Abbey?
St Augustine’s was the leading Benedictine abbey in England at the time of the tapestry’s creation. It
had a reputation for fine manuscript illumination and a library that rivalled any in the kingdom.
In 1957, the art historian Francis Wormald identified the designer of the tapestry as having drawn
inspiration from illuminated manuscripts produced at, or in the hands of, the religious houses in
Canterbury in the 11th century. The majority of these were in the ownership of St Augustine’s Abbey.
In a 6th-century work known as the St Augustine’s Gospels, the figure of Christ at the Last Supper is
strikingly similar in his pose to that of Bishop Odo when he is shown in the tapestry blessing the wine
during the first meal after the Normans landed in England.
Finally, Wadard and Vital, two of the three named knights depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry, were
directly linked to St Augustine’s. Wadard served the abbey as a knight, and Vital was a member of the
abbey’s confraternity (non-religious supporters).
The eye-witness
It is unlikely that just one person was involved in the making of the Bayeux Tapestry, but the style of the
embroidery is consistent and has a sophisticated narrative, which points to a single designer.
In 1066, the senior monk at Mont Saint-Michel, an abbey in Normandy, was Scolland. Some of the early
scenes on the Tapestry are based around action that took place near to Mont Saint-Michel and
therefore Scolland may have been an eye-witness to them. After the Norman victory at Hastings,
Scolland, along with others from the same monastery, went over to England. He was appointed by King
William as Abbot of St Augustine’s, in 1070.

ACTIVITY:
Do you think it is likely that the
Bayeux Tapestry was actually made
at St. Augustine’s Abbey? Find at
least two pieces of evidence to back
up your answer.
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SOURCE 1:

ROGER OF WENDOVER’S ACCOUNT OF THE SIEGE OF 1215

Roger of Wendover was a monk and chronicler at St. Albans Abbey. Although he was not an eyewitness to the
events he describes he was very careful to collect accurate information particularly from people travelling along
Watling Street which passed close to the abbey. He died in 1236.

"King John did not allow the besieged any rest day or night. For, as well as the stones hurled from the
catapults and slings and the missiles of the crossbow men and archers, frequent attacks were made by
the knights and their followers. When some were tired, other fresh ones took their place in the attack,
which allowed the besieged no rest. The siege lasted many days owing to the great bravery and
boldness of the besieged, who hurled stone for stone and weapon for weapon on the enemy.
At last the King used miners. Many of the royal troops had been killed and he saw his siege engines
were useless. Soon the miners threw down a great part of the walls. The food of the besieged also
began to fail and they even had to eat their best horses.
The soldiers of the King rushed into the breaches and forced the besiegers to enter the keep. The King
then used his miners against the keep and after much difficulty they broke through the walls. At last,
not a scrap of food remaining, all the soldiers left the castle and surrendered to the King. They were
nearly all unhurt, except for one knight who had been killed by an arrow."

SOURCE 2:

THE BARNWELL CHRONICLER’S ACCOUNT OF THE SIEGE

Little is known about the author of the Barnwell Chronicle except that he was a monk who lived at Barnwell Abbey in
Cambridgeshire. His account seems to have been written close to the time of the events; he might have got some of his
information from people travelling along the Great North Road (A1) which is close to the abbey.

"The siege was very strongly enforced but the defenders fought earnestly; even after the walls had
been destroyed they remained in the tower.
King John gave orders for blacksmiths to make many iron picks and he put expert miners to work. They
cut their way underground until at last they were under one of the great corner towers. As they
moved soil and rock out, they put wooden beams in, with pit props underneath them, to hold up the
roof above their heads. They worried every time the beams creaked from the great weight above
them. The defenders worried too. Every night they heard tapping sounds under the ground but could
do nothing about it.
After two months when the miners came out, brushwood and branches were carried into the tunnels
and fat from forty pigs. Then a fire was started. The fire crackled and sizzled as all the timbers caught
fire and blazed until they collapsed. With a great roar the whole roof gave way, the castle walls cracked
and the whole tower fell down but the defenders did not surrender until they had nothing but
horseflesh and water to sustain them."
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IRONCLAD : How useful
are modern feature films
as historical evidence?
Ironclad is a film, released in 2011, which is based upon
the siege of Rochester Castle in 1215. It was filmed
entirely in Wales.
Here is a summary of the plot:
 1. In 1215 King John was facing a war against his
barons after he broke the terms of Magna Carta.

http://www.medievalists.net/2013/0
7/movie-review-ironclad/

 2. Rochester Castle was defended by William d’Aubigny and a small group
of knights.
 3. William d’Aubigny was a wool merchant.
 4. King John attacked Rochester Castle with an army of Danish soldiers.
 5. A group of Danish soldiers climbed over the walls to open the castle
gates and John’s men charged into the castle grounds.
 6. William d’Aubigny was captured and killed by being thrown off the castle
walls.
 7. John’s soldiers dug a mine under the keep and started a fire using pig’s
fat which caused of the corner towers to collapse.
 8. Most of the defenders were killed.
 9. John and his army fled when more barons arrived with a French army.
 10. King John died soon afterwards.
 Which parts of the film are historically accurate?
 Why do you think did the filmmakers include details which they knew were
inaccurate?
 How useful is a modern film like this as historical evidence?
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LESSON 6
WHY DID THE PEASANTS’ REVOLT HAPPEN?
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WHAT HAPPENED IN KENT IN 1381?
From the Anonimalle Chronicle; this was written by a monk in York in the later 14 th
century.
“The peasants in Kent, although they had no chief or leader, gathered together in great
numbers ...They came to Maidstone and cut off the head of one of the chief men of the town,
and smashed the houses of people who would not join them.
On Friday June 7th they arrived at Rochester and there met a large number of the Essex
rebels. They then sieged Rochester castle...”

From the Chronicles of Jean Froissart; Froissart was a French poet and historian who
wrote an account of the Peasants’ Revolt in the late 1380s. Although he is known to
have visited England he was not in the country at the time of the revolt.
“And when the rebels came to Rochester, they were encouraged, because all the townsfolk
supported them. Then they went to the castle and seized the knight who was in charge, Sir
John Newton. They said to him ‘Sir, you must come with us. You will be our chief and will do
what we tell you’. The knight tried to get out of this and he argued strongly. But this was of no
use, because they said ‘Sir John, if you don’t do what we say we will kill you.’ The knight saw
that the rebels were angry and ready to kill him so he agreed. Then the rebels made him go
with them, although he was unwilling – and this sort of thing happened in many other parts of
England: the knights and the nobles had to obey the peasants.”

From the Chronicle of Henry Knighton; Knighton was a monk at a monastery in
Leicester who was alive at the time of the revolt.
“In the archbishop’s prison at Maidstone, the rebels found a certain chaplain (priest) called
John Ball... For many years he had preached in a foolish manner, mixing evil with the word of
God, and had become popular with the ignorant people. He strongly attacked the wealth and
authority of the church and deliberately stirred up people against churchmen. He was tried and
imprisoned by the clergy who imprisoned him for life in Maidstone gaol (jail).
But the rebels broke into the prison and brought him out and made him go with them, since
they wanted to make him an archbishop.”
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From the Anonimalle Chronicle:
“Four thousand of the rebels entered Canterbury cathedral during a service. They knelt down
and demanded that the monks must elect a new archbishop of Canterbury ‘for he who is
archbishop now is a traitor and will be beheaded for his sins’…And when they had done this,
they joined their comrades in the town. Then they summoned the mayor and townsfolk and
asked if they would swear to be loyal to King Richard and the loyal commons of England. The
Mayor agreed to this, so they swore the oath.
The rebels then asked if there were any traitors in Canterbury. Three names were mentioned
and these people were immediately dragged out of their houses by the rebels and beheaded.
After this the rebels left guards in Canterbury and then marched towards London with five
hundred townsfolk of Canterbury who had joined them.”

This extract from Froissart’s Chronicles describes what happened after the revolt:
“The King went to a village called Ospringe in Kent. He called the mayor and all the men
together. One of the King’s council then showed how they had been responsible for the recent
rebellion; but the King knew they were not all guilty, so they must say who was responsible.
And when the villagers heard this and realised that only the guilty would be punished, they
looked at each other and at last said ‘This is the man who first encouraged the villagers to join
the rebels.’
He was immediately taken and hanged, and so were seven others.
Then the King demanded to see the letters he had sent to the villagers, agreeing with the
rebels’ requests. These letters were torn up in front of everybody.
The King did the same at Canterbury, Yarmouth, Orwell and all other places where there had
been rebellion. And more than 1,500 people were hanged or beheaded.”
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THE PEASANTS’ REVOLT?
The protests which broke out in southern England in the summer of 1381 have traditionally
been called ‘the Peasants’ Revolt’. We decided to use the term for this lesson because it is so
well known.
Recently, however, many historians have said that we should stop using this term. They have
carried out research into court records from the time which has shown that:
 the protestors were not all peasants
 just as many people from towns were involved
 many of the protestors were not poor; for example, there were many skilled workers,
traders and farmers who were quite well-off
These historians have started calling these events ‘The English Rising’ of 1381.


Do you agree that we should stop calling these events ‘The Peasants Revolt’ – and why?



The term ‘Peasants’ Revolt’ probably goes all the way back to the first people who wrote
about these events in 1381 or soon afterwards. Can you suggest why they called it a
‘peasants’ revolt when it really wasn’t?
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