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THE IAN COULSON BURSARY FOR LOCAL HISTORY/ 

ARCHAEOLOGY IN KENT SCHOOLS 

 
 

 
 
 

3 

               How important was this event for the people of Kent? 

 

        Event:  

        The factors which brought about change: 

 

 

       The effects this event had: 

 

 

       Overall significance for the people of Kent:     /10 

        I have given it this score because: 

 

              

          How important was this event for the people of Kent? 

 

        Event:  

        The factors which brought about change: 

 

 

       The effects this event had: 

 

 

       Overall significance for the people of Kent:     /10 

        I have given it this score because: 
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Parliamentary reform in a full 

and fair representation of the 

people… 

Or Death!!! 

Mark this then despot. 

Swing 

To Wellington 

Sir,  

This is to acquaint you that if 

your threshing machines are not 

destroyed by you directly we 

shall commence our labours. 

Signed on behalf of the whole, 

Swing 

LESSON 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE IAN COULSON BURSARY FOR LOCAL HISTORY/ 

ARCHAEOLOGY IN KENT SCHOOLS 

 
 

 
 
 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE IAN COULSON BURSARY FOR LOCAL HISTORY/ 

ARCHAEOLOGY IN KENT SCHOOLS 

 
 

 
 
 

6 

1830 

October 1 Threshing machine destroyed Hougham, Dover 
October 5      Incendiary (buildings, crops, 

threshing 
  Ash 

 machine)  
October 5 Incendiary (buildings, crops) Lyminge 
October 6 Incendiary (building) near Hadlow 
October 6 Incendiary Boughton Hill 
October 8 Threshing machine destroyed Dover 
October 8 Incendiary between Wrotham & 
  Farningham 
October 9 Threshing machine destroyed near Canterbury 
October 10 Incendiary Dumpton, Broadstairs 
October 10 Incendiary Ramsgate 

  

Incendiary – setting fire to things   

Threshing machine – a machine which separated grains of corn from the 

stalks and leaves of the crop; previously this had been done by hand. 

Many Members of Parliament made 

money from farming and in 1815 

Parliament passed the Corn Law. The 

Law stopped foreign corn being 

brought into Britain unless the price 

in Britain rose to a high level. This 

kept the price of corn high so that 

people still had to pay more for their 

bread — their staple diet. This 

caused great hardship for the poor. 

 

In a series of trials of Swing 

rioters about 475 men and one 

woman were transported to New 

South Wales or Van Diemen's 

Land convicted of acts of arson, 

machine breaking, rioting and 

receiving money during the riots. 

The Poor Law Amendment Act 1834 

inspired a further series of riots and 

arson, most notably in North Kent. The 

result of this Act was to reduce the 

amount of relief available and force 

those who claimed relief to enter the 

newly constructed workhouses. 

The Great Reform Act of 1832 

transferred political power in 

Britain into the hands of the 

middle classes. But it left the 

working classes with no political 

power or right to vote.  
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The Swing Riots were provoked by the introduction of threshing machines, 

which required far less labour and threatened to make agricultural workers 

unemployed. These were rural equivalent of the machine-breaking riots of the 

Luddites in the industrial areas of northern England in 1811 to 1816. The 

organizer of the Luddites was referred to as General Ludd, but may not have 

existed. 

 

1. What was the Corn Law? 

 

2. Why did this make people unhappy? 

 

3. What was the Great Reform Act? 

 

4. Why did this make people unhappy? 

 

5. What was the Poor Law Amendment Act? 

 

6. Why did this make people unhappy? 

 

7. Why did many ordinary people dislike the enclosures of farmland? 

 

8. Which new machines did the farm workers object to? Why? 

 

9. What did many farm workers do in 1830?  

10.  Who do you think Wellington was?  

11.  Who or what do you think “Swing” was? 

12.  Where do you think the rioters had got their ideas from? 

13.  What happened to the Swing rioters? 

14.  Do you think anything like this could happen again (hint: what might take 

over peoples’ jobs in the future?)? 
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LESSON 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W
h

a
t is

 it 

te
llin

g
 

p
e

o
p

le
?

 

W
h

o
 d

o
 y

o
u

 

th
in

k
 p

ro
d

u
c

e
d

 

it?
 

W
h

e
n

 w
a

s
 it 

p
ro

d
u

c
e
d

?
 

C
reative C

o
m

m
o

n
s B

Y-N
C

-SA
  

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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How did Germany attack Britain from the air? 

 

 

Give three reasons why Germany attacked. 

 

 

What effect did the air raids have on morale? 

 

 

Why were the Zeppelins difficult to attack? 

 

 

What new invention helped to attack Zeppelins? 
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The gravestone of two of the victims 

of the 1917 raid on Folkestone (the 

family that ran the greengrocers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The route taken by the Gotha 

bombers in 1917 for the air raid on 

Folkestone. 

ACTIVITIES: 

1. What do you think the phrase “Total War” 

means? 

2. Why do you think this phrase is used by 

historians to describe World War 1? Use the 

sources to explain your answer. 
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LESSON 10 

 

 

 

 

This was the proposed plan for the D-Day invasion on 6
th
 June 

1944.  

 

Why was Normandy not the obvious place to attack? 

What problems might this plan have presented? 

Where would it have been more obvious to attack? 
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OPERATION FORTITUDE 

 

 

 

Double agents Mock invasions 

Fake military equipment The 1st US Army Group 
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Date : 

Dear Prime Minister, 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

                                                                Signed .................... 
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LESSON 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H
o

w
 d

id
 th

is
 

e
v
e
n

t c
h

a
n

g
e
 

K
e

n
t?

 

P
h
y
s
ic

a
l - c

h
a
n

g
e
d
 

th
e
 a

p
p
e
a
ra

n
c
e
 o

f 

K
e
n
t. 

E
c
o
n
o
m

ic
 –

 c
h

a
n
g

e
d
 h

o
w

 

p
e
o

p
le

 m
a
d
e
 m

o
n
e
y
. 

S
o
c
ia

l –
 c

h
a
n
g
e
d
 h

o
w

 

p
e
o

p
le

 liv
e
d
. 

P
o
litic

a
l –

 c
h

a
n
g
e
d
 th

e
 

w
a
y
 th

e
 c

o
u
n
try

 w
a
s
 ru

n
. 

R
e
lig

io
u
s
 –

 c
h

a
n
g

e
d
 

p
e
o

p
le

s
’ re

lig
io

u
s
 

b
e
lie

fs
. 



 
THE IAN COULSON BURSARY FOR LOCAL HISTORY/ 

ARCHAEOLOGY IN KENT SCHOOLS 

 
 

 
 
 

16 

To what extent did war and invasions have the greatest impact on the people of Kent 

between 43 AD – 1940 AD?             16 marks + 4 marks for SPaG 

 

Many people would suggest that war and invasions have had the greatest impact on Kent because (first 

event choice): 

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

This was significant because (effect): 

........................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................  

Another occasion when war/invasions had a great impact was (second event choice): 

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

This event was important because (effect): 

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

However, some people would disagree, arguing that (new factor)........................was more significant 

because (third event choice and effect): 

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

In conclusion, I believe that………………..was the most significant factor because: 

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................ 
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To what extent did war and invasions have the greatest 
effect on the people of Kent between 43 AD – 1945 AD? 
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