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Foreword

N

second medieval building, together with a former lane, now
covered over, between the two medieval properties; a most
exciting discovery.

o archaeological unit can expect to make, year
by year, discoveries of national and international
importance such as the sequence of Anglo-Saxon
cathedrals lying under the Nave of Canterbury Cathedral,
or the recovery in Dover of the well-preserved remains of a
Bronze Age boat. The Canterbury Archaeological Trust can
achieve the miraculous, but not perhaps every year!

A highlight of post-excavation work has been the
recording of the timbers of the Dover Bronze Age boat and
their preparation for conservation, which is now taking
place under the control of the Dover Bronze Age Boat
Trust. Control of further research and evaluation of the
boat lies with the Canterbury Archaeological Trust, funded
by English Heritage, and will be reported in due course.
Canterbury Archaeological Trust’s work on bone studies
proceeds apace, and has produced a number of articles in
specialised journals. Our Education programme, supported
by the Kent County Council and the Kent Archaeological
Society, continues to yield good results. Of particular interest
here is the publication of a most successful book on ‘Roman
Canterbury’ for junior and secondary school children.

Nevertheless what will be found in these pages is the record
of another year of outstanding all round achievement by the
Canterbury Archaeological Trust. Some thirty different sites
in Canterbury, Dover, Maidstone, Rochester, Chatham and the
Medway towns, Deal, Herne Bay, Hawkhurst, Richborough
and Staplehurst, have been investigated in varying degrees
of intensity, yielding information adding significantly to the
archaeology and history of Canterbury and Kent. Above
ground archaeology has yielded information on the origins
of buildings which at first sight give little indication of the
structures buried within. An example of the fine detective
work needed to unravel a complicated structure is the work
on a medieval building in Sun Street, Canterbury. Behind
the frontage was found evidence for an entirely unsuspected

Altogether, this report records a very successful year, and
Paul Bennett and all his staff are to be congratulated on the
excellent work they have done.

F. H. Panton
Chairman, Management Committee
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PART ONE

Fieldwork
I Canterbury Sites

Canterbury sites: Excavation and building recording projects discussed in this year’s report.

1

Christ Church College
Martin Hicks & Paul Bennett

Between April and June 1993 a team from the
Trust was once again engaged on an excavation
programme within the grounds of Christ Church
College. This campaign, on three separate sites
lettered A, B and C on the accompanying plan,
followed the cutting of a series of trenches to
evaluate the sites late in the previous year. The
three schemes for new buildings all fell within
that part of the college scheduled as an Ancient
Monument. Trenching was undertaken to determine
the nature, quality and depth of the archaeological
deposits in the three areas in order to provide
sufﬁcient information to form new foundations
without damaging the integrity of below ground
remains. Two of the three sites lay to the north
and south of the present Education Block, these
destined to become extensions to that facility. The
third site lay a short way north of the block, on
the site of a building constructed in the 1960s and

due for demolition and reconstruction to form an
art studio.

Consent for the three developments was granted by
the Department of National Heritage.

In the event evaluation trenching at Site A provided
evidence for the survival of part of the Cellarer’s
Range ﬂanking the south side of the outer service
court of St Augustine’s Abbey. Trench B exposed
gravel metallings for the Outer Court together with a
small number of earlier features. Trench C exposed
only disturbed ground thought to be associated
with the construction of the 1960s building. Trench
C was the smallest of the evaluation ‘windows’ and
in retrospect did not provide sufﬁcient detail to
determine the importance of that site.

At Site A the formation horizon for the development
was established to conform with the uppermost
surviving archaeological horizon. The footprint of
the building was stripped of overburden by machine
under archaeological supervision. A number of
deep trenches containing the remains of pre cast
reinforced concrete were exposed. These proved to
form part of an extensive network of air raid shelters
demolished and ﬁlled by the early 1960s. The
removal of the ﬁlls of these trenches was effected
during the period of machine work and following
this the ‘islands’ of intact archaeology were cleaned
and recorded by hand.

On the strength of information provided by the
evaluation phase and the careful design of proposed
foundations by the architects for the college,
Pateman and Coupe, Scheduled Monument
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The earliest features recorded consisted of a
number of Anglo Saxon and early medieval
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to the north west and perhaps into the city ditch.
To the north and south of the cellarer’s range
deposits of gravel were encountered. Those to the
south may have formed surfacings of a lane known
to have separated the conventual establishment of
St Augustine’s from the Outer Court, predecessor
of the narrow lane which now gives access to
the college grounds from Lady Wootton’s Green
(Sparks & Tatton Brown 1983, 250–1). Gravels to
the north represented consecutive surfacings of
the Outer Court.
Excavations at Site B followed a similar pattern of
activities to those at Site A, with machine stripping
of overburden to the level of the uppermost
signiﬁcant archaeological horizon, in this instance
the metallings of the Outer Court. A small number
of pits were exposed and sampled in areas where
the metallings no longer survived. Although most
of these features immediately predated the laying
of the Outer Court in c. A.D. 1300 a small number
provided ceramics dating from the eighth and
ninth centuries.

Plan showing evaluation and excavation sites (lettered A–C).

pits, in the sides of the deep cuttings. As none
of these features were to be removed during the
construction process they were only sampled to
provide dating evidence. Although the greatest
number of features appeared to date from the
eleventh to late thirteenth centuries, a small
number provided ceramics dating to c. A.D.
750–850.
The greatest concentration of features and
deposits related to a single masonry building,
an eastern extension of the cellarer’s range, ﬁrst
located during excavations in advance of the
construction of the Students’ Union building in
1983 (Bennett & Rady 1983, 247–50; Bennett
1984, 294). Although badly truncated by
deep trenching, isolated fragments of deeply
founded wall combined to form a coherent plan.
Constructional details precisely mirrored those
exposed in 1983 and the known extent of the
cellarer’s building is given in the accompanying
plan. Besides fragmentary traces of internal clay
ﬂooring, a substantial section of a large masonry
drain was found extending beneath the building.
Built at the same time as the cellarer’s range, this
feature had been located in previous excavations

to the north of the Union building. The drain
appears to have taken foul water from the abbey
kitchen, located a short way south east, under the
cellarer’s range and diagonally across the Outer
Court, to discharge eventually at some distance

Plan showing building in Outer Court area.
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The third excavation at Site C proved to be far more
complex. Given that the evaluation had only provided
evidence for recent ground disturbance, consent
had been given for the building of a new structure
to be formed on deep foundations. Following the
demolition of the existing building and the removal
of recent overburden however, a substantial
medieval building was revealed. This proved to be
part of a monastic service range thought to be the
bakehouse/brewhouse block closing the northern
side of the Outer Court. Although the western
gable of this block still stands to full height it was
considered unlikely that the range would have
extended quite this far. A substantial part of the
eastern end of the block, including a buttressed
east gable was exposed in the excavation. The
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The surviving western gable of the
bakehouse/brewhouse range.

The eastern remains of the thirteenth-century bakehouse/brewhouse range,
excavated in Area C.

foundations of a separate medieval building
occupied the north west corner of the excavation.
Gravel metallings for the Outer Court were identiﬁed
south of the block and an expanse of gravel for a
hitherto unknown courtyard was present north of
the block. In addition the clearance of a number
of modern intrusive features also suggested the
presence of a complex sequence of earlier features
beneath both courtyards and buildings. The survival
of such a wealth of well preserved deposits was a
surprise to all, and was consequently the subject of
numerous site meetings. Plans for the development
of Site C were by that time well advanced and little
could be done to mitigate the impact of impending
construction activity. Following discussions with
the college and their agents however, the Trust was
generously granted additional time and ﬁnance to
ensure that an adequate record was made.

and ﬁred sides was exposed to the south of the
chamber. A second ﬂue, located to the north of the
chamber may have provided a through draught for
the furnace or may possibly have been connected
to a second unlocated chamber. The function of the
furnace is not known. However soil samples taken
from the inﬁll will hopefully provide residues of the
material manufactured within it.

Our strategy from the outset was to expose and
record the monastic service buildings and sample
excavate as many early features as was possible
in the allotted time.

In addition to these features a number of linear
ditches were located, perhaps cut to separate
ﬁelds when the area was agricultural land in the
period immediately preceding the construction of
the Outer Court.
The eastern end of the bakehouse/brewhouse
block was particularly impressive. Only the sub
foundations of the structure survived, comprised
of rammed laminated deposits of chalk and gravel
extending down to a depth of nearly 2 m. The north

and south walls and east gable were provided with
external buttresses and the clay ﬂoored interior of
the building was subdivided into three aisles deﬁned
by rows of pier bases. Although all the bases were
not of contemporary build they appeared to indicate
that the building was of two ﬂoors with the upper
ﬂoor supported by a complex vault. A two storey
building is clearly indicated in the surviving west
gable, with a tapering of wall widths at ﬁrst ﬂoor
level to receive ﬂoor joists and a window. Although
no datable ﬁnds were recovered, the construction
details of the building closely matched those of
the cellarer’s range. Overall it would appear that
both blocks were probably built as part of a single
campaign to form an Outer Court to the abbey in the
opening decade or so of the fourteenth century.
The second building was located in the north west
corner of the excavation, set within an arm’s span of
the north wall of the bakehouse/brewhouse range.

The earliest of the features proved to be of mid to
late Anglo Saxon date; in the main pits yielding a
corpus of ceramics and metal small ﬁnds dating
from the eighth to tenth centuries. Although some
were undoubtedly associated with metalworking
activity, a proportion of them yielded only waste
and ﬁnds indicative of domestic settlement. No
buildings of this period were located.
Early medieval pits of the eleventh to thirteenth
centuries were also in evidence. Of particular
note was the discovery of an industrial furnace
measuring some 5 m. square, cut into the
underlying brickearth natural to a depth of over 2 m.
The base of the furnace was covered with carbon
and the clay sides were deﬁned by a hard crust of
ﬁred clay. Part of a stoke hole with sloping base

Features predating the thirteenth-century building, including a large furnace,
visible to the upper right.

3

Fieldwork: I Canterbury Sites

Eighteenth-century oven within the walls of
the square thirteenth-century building, Area C.

Late Saxon copper alloy strap-end, inset with an engraved silvered plate depicting a dove.
Scale 3:1.

It was a square structure with external diagonal
buttresses set at each corner; the internal ﬂoor was
set slightly below contemporary ground level. The
primary function of the building was not established.
Later features within the structure (including the
insertion of a timber frame set on brick pads and the
construction of a brick oven ﬁlling the centre of the
building with stoke hole to the north), may however
suggest that it was used as a malthouse in the post
Dissolution period. The north east buttress of this
building was located in an excavation to the north of
the present site in 1989–90 (Bennett 1990, 215–6).
Also exposed was clear evidence for a third building
with internal tile on edge hearth, possibly adjoining
the ‘malthouse’ to the north east. A masonry lined
drain, revealed in the same excavation, extended
parallel to and east of the buildings. The drain,
aligned north south, was partially exposed in the
present excavation and appeared to extend to the
north wall of the service range, perhaps to receive
rain water from the roof of the building.

St Augustine’s Abbey viewed from the ‘Bell Harry’
tower of the cathedral, clearly shows that the ruins
of a number of service buildings survived at least
into the later seventeenth century. Although the
details of this engraving are not entirely clear, a
substantial part of the bakehouse/brewhouse
range may be represented with a central section
of the building surviving with roof intact. The east
end appears to be in ruins. To the rear of this a
small square building with adjoining ruinous wall
is also shown and this may be the malthouse.

Although many of the service buildings within the
Outer Court were demolished in the aftermath of
the dissolution of St Augustine’s by Henry VIII, an
engraving by Daniel King, c. 1650, of the remains of

Throughout the post medieval period the area of the
Outer Court was open ground laid out as orchards.
The dark loams completing the archaeological
sequence were presumably formed during this
period of use.
The 1993 campaign of work at the college completes
almost a decade of intermittent archaeological
activity in the Outer Court area. Throughout this
period signiﬁcant advances in our knowledge of
the Outer Court have been achieved. Most notable
is the now coherent plan of the Outer Court itself
with ﬂanking ranges of service buildings. Also of
signiﬁcance is the presence of a northern service

court with buildings, which may suggest the
existence of additional ranges extending perhaps to
the line of North Holmes Road.
Of equal interest is the cumulative evidence for
occupation of the site in earlier periods, particularly
between c. A.D. 750–1000. Nearly all the features
containing materials datable to this period are pits,
and they appear to subdivide into two groups.
The largest group has provided evidence for
metalworking waste, principally the working of iron.
A smaller number of pits however had ﬁlls yielding
animal and ﬁsh bones, oyster shells, ceramics and
metal and bone small ﬁnds indicative of domestic
occupation. On the basis of these features, all of
middle to late Anglo Saxon date, both domestic
and industrial occupation of the site would appear
to have taken place throughout the period. Analysis
of the total assemblage of features and ﬁnds, and
the placing of these features in a chronological and
spatial context, due to take place in the near future,
will we hope shed more light on the nature and extent
of occupation across the site. To date no single
building of the mid to late Anglo Saxon period has
been located, nor is there evidence for furnaces or
hearths associated with the metalworking activity.
Widespread occupation in the area destined to
become the Outer Court is indicated by a range of
eleventh to late thirteenth century pits and ditches.
Although many of these features are also indicative
of mixed occupation, by far the greatest number of
features indicate continued metalworking activity,
with at least two substantial furnaces located to
date. Most of the linear ditches recorded would
appear to post date this phase of activity and may
suggest that throughout the thirteenth century at
least much of the area was occupied by ﬁelds
subdivided by boundary ditches.
The accumulation of this wealth of data owes much
to the generosity of Christ Church College and to
the ready co operation we have received from the
college and their agents, most speciﬁcally the
architects Pateman and Coupe.

Daniel King’s engraving of c. 1650.
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2

St Mary Northgate
Alan Ward & Paul Bennett

Location plan.

In May and June 1993 an emergency excavation
was undertaken within the former gymnasium
of the King’s School, prior to the insertion of
foundations, services and ﬂooring for a new
theatre. The conversion of the building, located
immediately south east of the former site of the
Roman and medieval North Gate to the town, was
to have been non destructive to archaeological
deposits with foundations carefully sited to inﬂict
minimal damage. Following the initial stripping
out of the building and removal of existing ﬂooring,
ground conditions were such that more substantial
foundations for the new works were required
involving greater removal of archaeological
deposits than was originally envisaged. In response
to this a small Trust team was rapidly mobilised to
record deposits and features likely to be impacted
upon by construction activity.
The earliest features exposed were of Roman date.
These comprised a well preserved 10 m. (30 ft)
length of Roman town wall built between c. A.D.
270–90. Constructed of ﬂints bonded in a yellow
sandy mortar, the wall stood about 1 m. high
extending parallel to and below the north wall of the
gymnasium. To the rear of the wall, though greatly
truncated by later features, and separated from
the wall by a deep modern service trench, were

deposits of dumped loam and brickearth forming
part of a contemporary earthen rampart. The
rampart mass which extended across the greater
part of the excavated area was only recorded in the
sides of later features. Rampart deposits were not
excavated as these rested below formation horizon
for the new work.
Capping the rampart mass was a 0.7 m. thick
deposit of dark loam, which may have developed

Roman wall.
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over a protracted period following the slighting of
the rampart. Reduction or complete removal of the
rampart may have occurred at a relatively early
date, given that deposits sealing the dark earth
yielded ﬁnds, principally ceramics, of the twelfth
century. Elsewhere the formation of this deposit
has been equated with a period of abandonment.
If this interpretation is correct for the brown loam
capping the rampart, then a considerable period
of time may be represented.

Fieldwork: I Canterbury Sites

the precincts area, it is unlikely that use of this
public thoroughfare and therefore remetalling of the
lane, would have occurred after this date.
The next phase of development in the evaluated
area appears to have been the construction of
further masonry walls, in chalk, to the rear of
the town wall. The establishment of a northern
boundary to the Almonry Court in c. 1160 and the
closing of Queningate Lane by c. 1232 would have
effectively created an enclosed unoccupied space
east of the church of St Mary Northgate.

Plan showing Roman wall foundation,
boundary wall of Priory and the foundations of
the church.

In the early medieval period the site of the present
gymnasium lay immediately north of the northern
corner of the Almonry Yard of Christ Church Priory
with the town wall to the east and a principal
street, the Borough, to the north west. Part of
this ground may have originally been covered by
metallings for an inter mural street (Queningate
Lane) which in part survives to the east, fossilized
in the present topography of the precincts, and is
referred to in twelfth century documents as ‘via
inter murum civitatis & murum curie’ (Urry 1967,
206). Metallings for the street were not located in
the excavation. Twelfth century documents indicate
that this block of land was acquired from William
Capel by Prior Wibert in c. 1160 presumably to
expand the Almonry Court northwards (ibid., Rental
A9). Perhaps associated with this land purchase
and with the formation of a northern boundary to
the Almonry Court, was a 0.80 m. wide mortared
ﬂint wall foundation located in the excavation
approximately 8 m. south of the town wall. Between
the two walls and capping the dark loam deposits
were patches of gravel perhaps representing the
metallings of a lane, post dating the construction
of the twelfth century wall. As the remaining part
of Queningate Lane together with land formerly
covered by urban properties was acquired by Royal
Charter of 1232 (Urry 1967, 206) and brought into

Most of the former gates of the Roman town appear
to have been utilised for the siting of early Anglo
Saxon churches and this was almost certainly
the case for St Mary’s. The primary church was
probably located over the carriageway and by the
early medieval period at the latest a nave had been
formed to the north west, using the town wall as
its north east side. The chalk block foundation
exposed during the excavation almost certainly
represents an extension of the church to form a
new chancel south east of the gateway. Although
this work may have taken place shortly after 1232,
it is equally possible that church expansion did
not occur until c. A.D. 1390–96 when this section
of town wall was substantially rebuilt (Frere et al.
1982, 21–2). Parts of this later medieval rebuild in
chalk surmounted the Roman wall within the area
of excavation. As the wall footings were almost
entirely of chalk (a building material which is more
commonly used in the later medieval period) this
later date is put forward as the likely period of
church expansion.
Perhaps at this time or shortly afterwards, new
buildings were being constructed against ‘the
Borough’ on the north west side of the Almonry

Court. One of these early buildings may have been
located in the south west corner of the excavated
area, provided with stout chalk block walls resting
on gravel footings.
By 1546 a new brick gate was formed to give access
to the Almonry Yard (the Mint Yard). The fabric of
the gate fell within the area of development and a
standing building survey of it is presented below.
From this time onward the entire frontage against
the Borough was gradually ﬁlled with cottages
resting on brick built foundations. One building of
masonry construction employing mainly re used
stone, was constructed against the rear wall of
St Mary Northgate. This roughly square structure
may have been a late extension to the church.
Most of the cottages contained clear evidence
for phases of refurbishment and alteration and it
would appear that most of them remained intact
until c. 1860.
Various eighteenth century views survive for this
area, including a very ﬁne watercolour of Northgate
and adjoining properties made by Francis Grose in
the 1770s. In Grose’s view the south east frontage
of the Borough is clearly depicted and indicates
the gateway giving onto the Mint Yard and a
surprisingly large chimney stack adjacent to the
chancel of St Mary Northgate. The stack would
appear to immediately overlie the square masonry
structure described above and may imply a
secondary use for this building.
Final demolition of the medieval Northgate took
place in 1830. Although gate fabric was removed
at this time the excavated evidence would suggest
that the south eastern chancel extension may
have survived demolition. A number of later walls

Watercolour by Captain Francis Grose, F.S.A. (1731–1791). The North Gate (demolished
c. 1830) from The Borough, Canterbury. Courtesy of The King’s School Canterbury.
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within the building together with small outhouse
foundations to the south east suggest re use
as a dwelling. In 1859 the cottages against the
Borough were swept away and it is likely that the
chancel was ﬁnally demolished at this time. The

3

ﬁrst edition Ordnance Survey (1874) shows the
Mint Yard to have been a large open space with
a row of trees planted against the Borough. The
former chancel area is shown to have been used at
this time as a ‘Racket Court’. The present western

range of buildings including the gymnasium was
constructed in 1903.
Our thanks are extended to the King’s School for
funding the emergency work.

Pound Lane Car Park
Keith Parﬁtt

An archaeological evaluation in advance of
proposed development of the St Peter’s Lane
frontage of the Pound Lane car park was undertaken
in September, 1993 with some useful results.
The site lies in the northern quarter of the walled
city between the two branches of the River Stour at
an elevation of about 8 m. O.D., opposite medieval
Blackfriars. The trench was cut at right angles
to the St Peter’s Lane street frontage and was
designed to reveal the nature, quality, date and
depth of the archaeological sequence.
From the available documentary evidence it would
seem that this part of the city was largely open
land for many centuries. The ﬁrst edition, 1:500
Ordnance Survey dated 1874 shows the area
occupied by glass houses, planted trees and
pathways. Eighteenth century maps show very
similar arrangements with orchards and garden
plots clearly visible.
The 1993 trench measured some 14 m. by 3.50
m. with long axis set north west to south east. The
trench was cut to a maximum depth of 2.50 m. The
natural watertable was reached at depth of about
1.70 m. and the lower levels of the trench could
only be examined with the aid of a petrol driven
water pump. The base deposit across the entire

Location plan.

Outside the cellar, below the tarmac and hardcore of
the present car park, lay an extensive deposit of dark
grey brown loam probably representing a buried
topsoil. This soil layer contained late nineteenth
century pottery and sealed a deposit of compact
clay loam containing large amounts of slag and
clinker which was conﬁned to the north eastern side
of the trench and had every appearance of being a
rough metalling, perhaps the pathway shown on the
1874 survey. Late nineteenth century pottery was
recovered from its make up.

pot sherds dated c. 1475–1525. Without doubt
this layer represents a deep garden soil of post
medieval date that can be readily equated with the
horticultural activities indicated on early surveys.
Below this garden soil were three deposits of grey
gritty clay loam with frequent rolled ﬂints. Although
these contained signiﬁcant quantities of medieval
pottery dated c. 1175–1250, the latest sherds are
dated 1475–1525. Animal bone and shell was
also recovered. It seems likely that the overlying
garden soil was created by continual working of
these deposits. The origin of the lower layers is not
certain. The large quantities of water rounded ﬂints
that they contained are clearly derived from the
local river gravels but it seems more likely that the
deposits themselves represent deliberately dumped
material rather than being water laid. They could well
represent an attempt at consolidating a low lying wet
area. That this was then the nature of the ground here
is clearly demonstrated by the underlying deposit
which comprised a continuous layer of dark brown
organic peat between 0.22 and 0.36 m. thick.

Below the metalling was a very thick deposit of
evenly textured dark grey black clay loam containing

This peat layer was waterlogged but was found to
be largely devoid of artefacts, although a few sherds

trench consisted of a ﬂint river gravel which lay
between +5.85 m. and +6.06 m. O.D.
The general sequence of deposits revealed was
broadly the same across the entire length of the
trench, although a modern cellar had destroyed
the upper levels adjacent to St Peter’s Lane.
The cellar represented an isolated structure and
largely undisturbed soils could be seen beyond it
on all sides.

Excavation in progress.
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a walk way across the wet peat surface. Some ten
sherds from a large pottery vessel were found lying
on the surface of the hurdle at its eastern end. These
have been dated to the period c. 1075–1200.

The wooden stakes. Scale 50 cm.

of pottery dated c. 1000–1100 were recovered
together with a fragment of leather, perhaps part of a
shoe. The top of the peat had clearly once formed a
well deﬁned surface. In the central part of the trench
a row of over twenty pointed wooden stakes running
roughly east west represented the base of an old
fence line, whose upper levels had subsequently
been eroded off; this quite possibly represents part
of some kind of animal compound and suggests the
use of the area as pasture. The stakes were left in
situ and have been carefully buried.
Further to the south east, at the end of the trench
a well preserved wooden hurdle was found lying
ﬂat on the surface of the peat, under the concrete
ﬂoor of the modern cellar. The hurdle, 0.40–0.50
m. in width, aligned roughly parallel to St Peter’s
Lane, was probably deliberately placed here to form

Due to the waterlogged nature of the deposits
below the surface of the peat it was only possible
to excavate three small trenches in the base of the
main excavation in order to examine the underlying
layers. The sequence in each slot, however, was
the same. Directly under the peat was a fairly thin
layer of light grey organic loam also fairly certainly
water laid, which contained a signiﬁcant amount
of second to third century Roman pottery and
tile together with quantities of animal bone and a
small piece of Roman glass. Also from this layer
were the broken but substantially complete remains
of an iron shod wooden spade. Although the iron
shoes for such implements are well known on
Roman sites, the waterlogged conditions in the
present trench have also led to the preservation of
the wooden blade and handle. The upper end of the
handle shows no evidence of a ‘T’ or ‘D’ shaped
grip, having a simple ﬂat end. The angle of the fairly
narrow blade to the handle indicates that, at least
in modern terms, this tool should be classed as a
spade rather than a shovel. The implement had a
total length of about 1 m., the same as a modern
example.

medieval dump deposits by a layer of organic peat.
The medieval dumps fairly certainly represent a
consolidation phase preceding the formation of
a series of post medieval garden soils, later cut
through by a substantial brick and concrete cellar
adjacent to St Peter’s Lane.
The fairly small quantity of ﬁnds from the excavation
provides a useful sample of Roman and medieval
material from this little known part of the city. The
Roman spade recovered represents a very rare
survival of some considerable interest. However,
on the present evidence it would seem that very
deep and complex archaeological deposits are
generally absent from this part of the city. No
signiﬁcant structures were revealed and it appears
that this region never saw the intensive occupation
that is well attested in many other areas. The reason
for this was without doubt the waterlogged nature
of the ground here which clearly made it largely
unsuitable for settlement until recent times.

Underlying the organic loam deposit was a thick
layer of water laid grey brown organic clay which
produced a small quantity of Roman pottery and tile
together with occasional animal bones. This rested
upon natural ﬂint river gravel which was at least
0.25 m. thick and sloped away to the south east (i.e.
towards the modern river channel at Blackfriars).
The general sequence on the site is thus fairly
straightforward, with water laid Roman sediments
over river gravel, being separated from thick

The Roman spade, before restoration.

The wooden hurdle. Scale 50 cm.
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Former East Kent Road Car Company Depot, North Lane
Grant Shand & Paul Bennett

Location plan.

Evaluation trenching in advance of new
development in July 1993 revealed a short section
of ditch containing ‘Belgic’ pottery of the early
ﬁrst century A.D., the ﬁrst evidence of pre Roman
activity in this part of Canterbury. In addition, a
previously unknown Roman road of rammed
gravel aligned north west to south east and at
least 4.5 m. wide was located. A parallel drainage
ditch, partially sealed by the uppermost metalling,
presumably related to an earlier road surface.
Although no other Roman roads are known in the
area west of St Dunstan’s, the presence of this
new street implies that a more extensive Roman

5

The Roman road metalling. Scale 1 m.

grid existed west of the Roman town. It has been
argued in previous reports that the road grid west
of St Dunstan’s was laid out as an early industrial
suburb to the Roman town designed chieﬂy to
cater for ironworking and ceramic industries
(Bennett 1991, 272 and ﬁg. 3). In the later Roman
period parts of this grid may have given access to
cremation and inhumation cemeteries.
To the south east of the Roman road were clay
quarry pits of a later period possibly early
medieval, whilst to the north west later terracing
of post medieval date had removed any trace of
Roman activity. Closer to the North Lane frontage,

but some way back from existing buildings, several
medieval latrine and rubbish pits were recorded,
presumably associated with medieval and post
medieval occupation against the road frontage.
One undated, but probably later medieval, pit
yielded a large quantity of horn cores, perhaps
indicating the presence of a nearby industrial
workshop. The outer covering of horns was used
to produce translucent sheets suitable for lanterns
and windows and it is considered possible that
such work may have been undertaken nearby.

Wincheap Car Park
Ian Anderson

From October to December 1993 a watching brief
was maintained during construction work on a
Park and Ride terminus at Wincheap. The site lies
on former allotment gardens between the ofﬁces
of Robert Brett & Sons Ltd and the Canterbury by
pass (A2), on the north side of Wincheap, and
extends northwards for a distance of 225 m. (TR
1375 5675). Previous archaeological work in the
area (Bennett 1980, 23), carried out during the
construction of the by pass, had located Iron Age
and Roman features in peat deposits in water
meadows north of Wincheap, suggesting the
presence of a settlement by the Stour.
The construction work involved a reduction in
ground level to the top of natural brickearth and
gravel, and the cutting of service trenches. These
latter revealed several features, all at the northern

half of the site, on ground gently sloping down to
the river. Although they were observed in proﬁle
only, their shape and size, and their presence in
both sides of 1 m. wide trenches suggested that
most were ditches rather than pits. Nearly all
contained redeposited brickearth and very little
occupation debris, further suggesting they were
not for rubbish disposal.
The nature of these features is strongly indicative
of a ﬁeld system situated on fertile soil just
above the river, with no trace of it extending up
the (presumably) less fertile higher ground to the
south.Some yielded pottery which ranged from
the pre Roman Belgic period to late fourth century
in date, the majority belonging to the second and
third centuries. The most interesting discovery
was a horse burial, possibly Roman in date.
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The latest features were two or three very extensive
cuts containing peg tile fragments and thirteenth
century sherds, probably representing medieval
or post medieval brickearth quarrying.

General view, looking east.
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Duck Lane Car Park
Alan Ward & Paul Bennett

Location plan showing evaluation and excavation trenches.

Between January and June 1994 the Trust was
engaged upon an excavation in the Duck Lane car
park in advance of the construction of a housing
scheme by Hall and Tawse. The excavation was
funded by Canterbury City Council.
In July of the previous year an evaluation of the
site, before the granting of planning consent for
the housing scheme, provided evidence in three
separate trenches for the survival of a valuable
archaeological sequence beneath the car park.
The earliest deposits and features encountered
at a depth of 1.80 m. beneath the ground surface
were of Roman date. These comprised deposits
of agricultural loam and areas of gravel metalling,
together with a small number of pits and gullies
sealing and cutting into a mixed gravel and
brickearth natural. Early medieval features and
deposits were also present. The most signiﬁcant
of the features was a large ditch which appeared to
form part of a man made water course or channel,
perhaps associated with the drainage of efﬂuent

from the nearby city ditch. The city ditch between
Broad Street and Northgate served as an open
sewer from at least the mid twelfth century, with
the great drain of Christ Church Priory discharging
into the ditch at the present site of no. 89B Broad
Street. The ditch, located in the north east corner
of the Duck Lane car park, may have been an early
extension of this sewer system, cut to feed efﬂuent
and surface water to the river. Later versions of
this drain were channelled by subterranean culvert
under Duck Lane to the river.
Of greater signﬁcance against Duck Lane was
evidence for continuous occupation of the road
frontage. Here a well preserved sequence of
buildings was exposed, with the most complex
stratiﬁed deposits occurring in the south west
corner of the car park. The siting of buildings
against Duck Lane appeared to have been
discontinous up until the late nineteenth century,
with considerable gaps separating blocks of
buildings. By the late nineteenth century, up until
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the clearance of the site in the late 1960s to form
the present car park, the north frontage of Duck
Lane was ﬁlled with a terrace of cottages.
Complex stratigraphy, indicative of continuous
road frontage occupation, extended to a depth
of approximately 1 m. beneath the car park
surface. As the new buildings were to be piled
with connecting ring beams for the development
set at 1.20 m. below existing, the well preserved
archaeological sequence was considered to be at
threat. Insufﬁcient time was available to examine
the entire frontage, but agreement was reached with
Canterbury City Council for part of the frontage to
be examined to a depth not exceeding the formation
horizon for the proposed development. In the event
a trench measuring 15 m. by 11 m. was opened in
the south west corner of the car park, with the long
side extending parallel to Duck Lane.
The earliest building located during the excavation,
dated by ceramics to the late thirteenth century,
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consisted of a structure approximately 7 m.
square. Of this building slight traces of the ﬂint
and gravel foundations for the east and north walls
survived. The west wall had been retained for use
in a later structure and although truncated survived
to a height of 0.25 m. above the contemporary
ﬂoor. The south wall lay beneath the Duck Lane
pavement. Two hearths associated with the primary
building were exposed; the ﬁrst in the north west
corner of the structure, the second, of slightly later
date, was situated in the centre of the building.
Both hearths, of tile on edge construction, were
associated with the fragmentary remains of
rammed earth and clay ﬂooring.
The primary building was replaced by a larger
structure measuring approximately 13 m. east
west by 7 m. north south. The west wall of the
earlier building was in part re used as a partition
separating two individual dwellings under a single
roof. The two units of roughly equal size, measuring
internally 5.75 m. east west by 6.90 m. north south,
each comprised an open hall with slightly off centre
hearth and a separate room, possibly a pantry,
situated in the north west corner of each unit.
Front and rear doors were not in line as with
a conventional screens passage. A glazed tile
threshold at the road frontage of the western unit
indicated the position of a doorway set east of
centre. A short passage ﬂanking the east side of
the ‘pantry’ gave onto a rear door situated at the
north east corner of the unit.
Despite greater truncation to the archaeological
levels the eastern unit appeared to mirror that to
the west. Here however the road door position was
perhaps indicated by a north south screen foundation
which extended with wide central opening to the
south east corner of the ‘pantry’. Post pads ﬂanked
either side of the screens opening. The northern
jamb of the opening also appeared to mark the line
of an east west partition which included a separate
doorway. If this interpretation is correct then the
eastern unit may have comprised four separate
rooms linked by doorways. The rooms to the rear
of the unit had separate openings giving onto the
rear garden area. The western opening, that giving
from the ‘pantry’, was blocked at some stage during
this phase.
The overall building plan followed the line of Duck
Lane, but was not constructed precisely at right
angles to the street. Rather it forms an irregular
parallelogram of walls. The building appears to
have been subdivided into two units each provided
with a central hall, presumably open to the apex
of the roof. The southern walls of the rear rooms
(pantry) are roughly in line and this may indicate
that they originally carried frame members
perhaps supporting the roof eaves. If this was

Composite phase plan showing building development.

11

Fieldwork: I Canterbury Sites

General view of early buildings.

the case then the rear rooms may have been
contained by an outshot covered by the projected
line of the hall roof (perhaps resembling a cat
slide type roof). Overall, the building block may
have been structurally sub divided into four bays
with the western unit comprising a two bay hall
with service room and passage accommodated in
an outshot. The tile on edge hearth was located
under the western bay of the hall.

The tiled threshold.

refurbishment were identiﬁed during the course of
the excavation.
The ﬁrst of these appears to have comprised an
under building of the structure with new dwarf
walls and a ‘regularisation’ of the internal plan
of both dwellings. One possible reason for the
refurbishment campaign may be inferred by the
incorporation of substantial post pads (two of
which were re used fragments of a single Purbeck
marble tomb slab) for the oversailing frame of the
building. One may assume on the basis of this
evidence that the timber plate for the original frame
had rotted or was in disrepair. A number of the load
bearing posts for the frame were newly supported
by post pads in advance of the removal of rotted
plates, the heightening of adjacent dwarf walls and
the ﬁtting of new plates. The new plate would have
presumably been butt jointed against the surviving
posts, whereas in the early arrangement the post
would have surmounted the underlying plate.

General view of later buildings.

The eastern unit is more complicated and the
arrangement of partitions within the eastern
road frontage bay may indicate a ﬂooring to
provide ﬁrst ﬂoor accommodation, which perhaps
extended back to the rear wall of the building. If
this interpretation is correct then a one bay hall or
smoke bay is suggested by the hearth occupying
the centre of the western bay. A secondary hearth
located close to the angle of the road frontage wall
and screen partition also appeared to form part
of the furnishing of the eastern hall. Quite what
function this second hearth served is not known.
Once established, this general building plan,
with sub division for two individual domestic
units, appears to have survived with modiﬁcation
for over 400 years. Three major episodes of

Fragment of Purbeck marble tomb slab reused as a post pad.

At this time the western unit was provided with a
more standard through passage set immediately
west of the central partition dividing the two
units. The passage and road frontage doorway
was separated from the hall by a short length of
screen foundation and the hall was provided with
a new centrally located tile on edge hearth. The
separate room accommodated in the outshot was
also provided with new dwarf walls mirroring the
former arrangement.
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The eastern unit was provided with new dwarf
walls at this time, incorporating a new screens
passage with new openings to the front and rear.
Two separate rooms were provided to the east
of the passage, perpetuating, but reﬁning the
previous arrangement. This development perhaps
reinforces the supposition that the eastern bay
of this unit was ﬂoored. Another curious detail
indicating continuity of use and function was the
presence of a secondary hearth in the angle of
the road frontage wall and screen. The hall was
provided with a new central hearth at this time.
The framework of new dwarf walls incorporated
a quantity of re used Caen stone blockwork,
including a number of architectural fragments.
Taken together with the re used tomb fragments
and a small quantity of ceramics from occupation
deposits, a date early in the post Dissolution period
is suggested for this phase of refurbishment.
A second phase of refurbishment appears to have
taken place, principally within the eastern unit, in
the latter part of the sixteenth century. This work
mainly comprised the further heightening of lengths
of dwarf wall, presumably to replace rotted plates.
Throughout the life of the building internal ﬂoors
had constantly been maintained and refurbished.
This often took the form of wholesale reﬂooring
with new deposits of clay. Continuous occupation
and maintenance of ﬂoors rapidly led to the burying
of ground plates and as a consequence of this
deterioration of these frame members led to their
frequent replacement. As part of this second phase
of refurbishment new hearths were constructed in
both units together with the removal of a partition
wall separating the easternmost service rooms
in the eastern unit and the removal of the screen
foundation west of the road frontage door in this unit.
At this time a separate dwelling was constructed to
the east of the eastern unit. Only a small part of this
building fell within the excavated area.
A ﬁnal phase of major alteration appears to
have taken place perhaps in the ﬁrst half of the
seventeenth century. This involved a wholesale
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Detail from the 1640 map of Canterbury (Cathedral Archives map 123).

The back-to-back ﬁreplaces. Scale 1 m.

rearrangment of both units to form a single room
with through passage in the western unit and two
rooms separated by a central passage within
the eastern unit. This new arrangement could
indicate the ﬂooring over of both former halls,
with brick hearths for lathe and plaster or brick
stacks occupying each of the principal rooms.
Further plate replacement was also in evidence
together with new masonry walls suggesting
the construction of a rear outshot extending the
easternmost dwelling.
One of the earliest cartographical surveys of
the area, a coloured map of c. 1640 (Cathedral
Archives Map 123) includes a detail of Duck
Lane. This shows three blocks of property against
the north side of the lane. Although the map is
by no means an accurate survey one of the two
easternmost blocks may be a representation of the
excavated property.
An entirely new building appears to have replaced
this ﬁnal arrangment by the early eighteenth
century. The new structure which may be that
shown on successive surveys of the area dating
from the mid eighteenth century to the ﬁrst edition
Ordnance Survey for 1874, was perhaps no more
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than 5.5 m. in depth. This brick building may have
formed part of a terrace of small cottages extending
along the greater part of the north frontage of
Duck Lane. On the basis of the excavated plan
this long narrow block may have contained a row
of ‘one up one down’ terraced cottages. Parts of
three individual units may be represented. The
easternmost pair was provided with back to back
brick ﬁreplaces. The westernmost room had a
brick ﬂoor. The eastern units had sprung ﬂoors;
the room to the east with joists aligned east west,
the western room with joists aligned north south.

The series of buildings excavated at Duck Lane
represent a rare example of continuous occupation
in the suburbs of Canterbury spanning a period
from the late thirteenth century to the mid twentieth
century. Although the continuous occupation of
only one block of buildings was exposed, this block
is considered to be representative of settlement
against Duck Lane. The size and quality of the
building subdivided into two small units would
suggest that these were the homes of successive
generations of Canterbury artisans.

To the rear of the block was a narrow outshot
containing earth closets and ablution facilities.
The eastern unit was provided with a larger
brick ﬂoored extension. Separate access to the
narrow service block survived in the form of a
brick threshold located in the north west corner
of this unit. One or possibly two brick lined wells
asociated with this arrangement were located in
the rear garden area.
This block of brick cottages was taken down in the
late nineteenth century to be replaced by terraced
cottages which survived until 1966 when they were
demolished and the area ﬁrst became a car park.

Nineteenth-century cottages before
demolition. Courtesy Paul Crampton.

St Dunstan’s Bridge
Martin Hicks

An archaeological watching brief was conducted
in July 1993 during engineering works beneath
the structure of St Dunstan’s Bridge. Deterioration
of bridge substructure was such that new
strengthening supports for the bridge, including
the insertion of a new toe beam for the western
bridge abutment was considered necessary. The
groundworks, undertaken at river bed level also
included general repairs to eroded stonework.
The West Gate is the sole survivor of six gateways
giving access to the town. In all cases, except
St George’s Gate, the original openings were of
Roman origin. Roman Westgate was replaced as
part of a wholesale refurbishment of the town’s

northern defences between 1370–90. The new
gateway, possibly designed by Henry Yevele, was
of revolutionary design incorporating circular
towers, gun loops, ‘murder holes’, a portcullis and
battlements. A half bridge was built crossing the
River Stour at this time possibly replacing earlier
versions, perhaps extending back to the Roman
period, whilst the rest of the crossing was taken up
by a drawbridge. In the medieval arrangement, the
superstructure of the bridge was made of ragstone
blocks with a springer arch founded on a pier base
set in the centre of the river.

twin arched crossing of ragstone blockwork. The
construction of the new bridge probably formed
part of a larger scheme to convert Westgate into
the city gaol.

The medieval bridge was demolished in the
sixteenth century and replaced by a substantial

Prior to the building of the new toe beam, the river
bed was excavated to a depth of 0.40 m. This was
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By 1829 the Tudor crossing had fallen into decay
and was replaced by a bridge with a single spanning
arch. Blockwork from the previous construction
was incorporated within the fabric of the nineteenth
century crossing, whilst the core was of brick.
During the twentieth century, the Georgian structure
was enlarged to its present size.

Fieldwork: I Canterbury Sites

carried out by divers from underwater engineers,
Sea Lift Limited using a high powered water jet.
A 0.30 m. deposit of dark grey silt was removed
exposing the upper level of the river bed deposits.
At the cleared level, a large quantity of stone, brick
and general debris was exposed. Set within the
river bed in the centre of the river channel were
two sets of foundations. Each foundation was 3 m.
x 2 m. in size, consisting of large ragstone blocks
bonded with mortar. These rectangular footings,
set 1 m. apart, probably represented the remains
of pier bases for the double arched bridge, built in
the sixteenth century.
Finds recovered from the river bed included
nineteenth to twentieth century refuse and a live
Second World War hand grenade. After much
excitement the latter was removed and subsequently
blown up by the Royal Ordnance Corps.
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Reconstruction drawing of the Westgate in the early ﬁfteenth century:
John Atherton Bowen 1990.

London Road
Martin Hicks
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken
in August 1993 during the construction of three
houses at no. 66 London Road, formerly the site of
St Dunstan’s Primary School.

General view of excavation area.
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The most signiﬁcant discovery, exposed during
the cutting of a foundation trench against the
west side of the development, was a complete
Nene Valley colour coated beaker of the second
to third centuries A.D. indicating the presence

of a Roman cremation burial. The vessel was
unfortunately recovered from the bucket of the
machine excavating the trench, and no trace of the
cremation or other associated funerary vessels
was located in the sides of the cutting.
The cremation burial probably forms part of a
more extensive cemetery known to exist in the
immediate area (Bennett 1987, 56–73).

St Stephen’s Parish Hall
Martin Hicks

During September 1993 a watching brief was
maintained during the construction of an extension
to the parish hall west of St Stephen’s Church.

The main gate to Sir Manwood’s mansion at St Stephens c. 1760.

The area in which St Stephen’s Church (founded
c. 1100) and the parish hall (built 1932) are
located, has a unique and important history. The
parish hall is positioned in the north west corner
of a large area, now recreation ground, previously
the site of Archbishop Baldwin’s attempt to found

an ecclesiastical college for seventy canons.
Building work for this was underway by 1184,
but at the instigation of the monks of Christ
Church Priory the Pope issued a Bull halting
the proceedings. Archbishop Hubert Walter
(1190–1205) attempted to resurrect the scheme
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but it was again halted by Papal edict. In 1227
Archbishop Langton converted a number of
semi completed buildings into a residence for
his brother Simon, Archdeacon of Canterbury
and this building continued to be a residence for
Archdeacons for the next three hundred years.
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Plan and sections showing recorded features.

The property was siezed by the Crown after the
Reformation and in 1562 Queen Elizabeth granted
it to Sir Roger Manwood, Chief Baron of the
Exchequer who rebuilt the house which was then in
a ruinous state. In the following century ownership
passed through several hands, ending with Sir
John Hales in 1675 who renamed the property
Hales Place. In the early nineteenth century the
building was demolished after Sir Edward Hales
had built a new mansion (New Hales Place) on
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higher ground to the north east of St Stephen’s
Church.

present site fell within the area covered by early
medieval buildings.

The watching brief provided evidence for a
number of brick walls probably associated with Sir
Roger Manwood’s mansion. In addition to these
a number of pits together with layers containing
demolition debris were recorded. No single
feature yielded ﬁnds pre dating c. 1550 and it is
therefore considered unlikely that any part of the

Floor levels were not in evidence and only the
foundations and subfoundations for the mansion
were exposed in the new construction trenches.
The uppermost deposits examined in each of the
trenches yielded a variety of ﬁnds dating from the
sixteenth to nineteenth centuries.

Tyler Hill Rising Main
John Cotter

Throughout July and August 1993 an archaeological
watching brief was maintained along the length of
a replacement sewer pipeline (rising main) laid
between the pumping station at Tyler Hill and the
municipal boundary on St Stephen’s Hill, opposite
the University of Kent, in all a distance of c. 595 m.
The pipeline runs parallel to and approximately 4–5
m. east of the Hackington Road and approximately
1 m. west of the old pipeline.
At the northern (Tyler Hill) end, the pipeline
ran through an area of known archaeological
importance where kilns of the medieval Tyler Hill
pottery and tile industry are known to have been
located. Here the laying of the new pipeline led to
a number of interesting new observations relating
to this important local industry, whose products
are known from numerous ﬁnds in south east
England and on the Continent. Most importantly,

Decorated ﬂoor tiles and a pot recovered during the watching brief.
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drainage gully running from a tile kiln located
further to the east under the ﬁeld and emptying
into a now vanished roadside ditch. Similar kiln
drains were excavated in 1969–70 further down
the road at Darwin College, University of Kent
(Cramp 1970a, 26–8; 1970b, 11–12). Pottery and
fragments of decorated ﬂoor tile recovered from
the peg tile layer indicate a similar thirteenth to
fourteenth century date for this discovery. Parts
of the tile spread comprised clay bonded peg
tile, a typical construction technique of medieval
tile kilns. Beneath the tile spread were thick ashy
patches, evidence again of the proximity of kilns.
Below the tile and ash layers was a thick deposit of
sandy brown soil which produced numerous large
fragments of underﬁred medieval pottery, mostly
cooking pots, jugs, bowls and a complete pot,
perhaps a measure or drinking jug.

Plan showing pipe route with discoveries.

the remaining 500 m. of pipeline was cut through
an area not previously available for archaeological
inspection and whose archaeological potential
has, until now, remained unknown.
For the purposes of the watching brief records the
new pipeline route was annotated by ﬁelds A–D in
the above plan.
No archaeological features were observed in Field
A. Medieval pottery and a Scandinavian Schist hone
(sharpening stone) were found on the northern bank
of the stream. Schist hones were imported between
the tenth and the ﬁfteenth centuries but a thirteenth
to fourteenth century date for this example appeared
likely in view of the pottery found nearby.
The west end of Field B has long been known to
be the site of possible medieval tile and pottery
kilns. A tile kiln was excavated near the southern
ﬁeld boundary in 1967 (Philp 1974, 175–81)
and fragments of medieval pottery, roof tile and
decorated ﬂoor tiles litter the present ground
surface. In addition to quantities of pottery recovered
from the pipeline trench, workmen recovered large
pieces of a thirteenth century jug and bowl from the
stream bed. The latter ﬁnds almost certainly derive
from a large pit of pottery wasters currently visible
in the south bank of the stream.
Field B also saw the exposure of a dense deposit
of peg tile traced for 5 m. before disappearing
eastwards into the ﬁeld. This was tentatively
interpreted as a (plough damaged) peg tile lined

A short way south of the previous discovery was a
second drain at least 2.5 m. long located at a depth
of 1 m. beneath existing. This was constructed of
at least four long overlapping V shaped ridge tiles
of medieval date, and again may have originally
been connected to a kiln or kilns located further
to the east. South of the second drain a tiler’s clay
extraction pit or storage tank was exposed in the
sides of the pipe trench.
Field C was surprisingly devoid of archaeological
features even though a medieval tile kiln was
excavated in 1971 at the top of the hill 60 m. east
of the pipeline (Harrington 1971, 149–51).
About a third of the way along Field D there
gradually commenced a thick layer containing
medieval tile and pottery and sometimes black
ash. This layer sometimes rested on brown
cultivation soil, but more often overlay natural
gravel or clay, usually at a depth of around 1 m.
below the present ground surface. From Field D
the layer appeared to continue into Field E and
perhaps to the southern terminus of the pipeline.
The presence of this layer suggests extensive
medieval clay extraction over a very large area of
St Stephen’s Hill.
Additional ﬁnds from this ﬁeld included a ﬂint
bladed tool of Mesolithic date (c. 9,000–5,000

B.C.) and a sherd of Roman pottery of the early to
mid ﬁrst century A.D.
A new concrete head main, constructed in Field
D exposed extensive deposits of ash, charcoal
and ﬁred daub yielding early thirteenth century
pottery and tile, and more importantly late twelfth
century pottery. The presence of these layers
strongly suggests succesive episodes of pottery
manufacture in the immediate vicinity. This
discovery represents only the second time that
evidence for twelfth century pottery production
has come to light in the Tyler Hill area; the other
site at Brittoncourt Farm lies over a mile further
north (Macpherson Grant 1983, 130–1).
Some 40 m. south of the latter ﬁnd spot a large,
deep clay lined pit was exposed in section. This
pit was backﬁlled with tile kiln waste including
ash, peg tiles both plain and glazed, ridge
tiles, lumps of kiln wall (bonded peg tiles) and
distinctive bricks from the arches of a tile kiln.
Clearly a kiln once stood nearby and this, like the
kilns excavated across the road at Darwin College
(Cramp 1970a, 26–8; 1970b 11–12), probably
dated from the early fourteenth century.
At the boundary of Fields D and E the construction of
a new man hole exposed a large feature containing
tile and ﬁred daub. The feature, extending down
to a depth of at least 2 m., may have been a ditch
marking a more ancient boundary or may have
formed part of a very deep clay extraction pit.
Within Field E two intercutting pits were exposed.
The pits were packed full of medieval decorated
ﬂoor tiles, plain glazed ﬂoor tiles, some peg tiles
and a few sherds of medieval pottery. In all these
amounted to several hundred fragments. Many
tiles were clearly rejects having been overﬁred,
warped or split in the kiln and some blocks of plain
glazed tiles were fused together.
Two colour decorated ﬂoor tiles of the sort found
here date to around 1280–1350. Tyler Hill ﬂoor
tiles may be found in parish churches all over Kent
and as far as London and Essex. Most of the more
common Tyler Hill designs are represented in the
pits e.g. the ﬂeur de lys, daisies, heraldic birds

Three of the medieval ﬂoor tiles recovered during the watching brief.
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and beasts, roundels of foliage and others. More
importantly some more rare designs, previously
thought to be products of the Central Kent ﬂoor
tile industry, are also common in the pits. These
include some of the more interesting designs such
as a curious design representing either stylized
oak leaves or a scorpion, lions and a variety of
geometric designs, some previously thought
to be of different date, but now shown to be
contemporary with the more common designs.

11

A short way south of the previous discovery an
extensive working surface of broken medieval
ridge and peg tiles was recorded. This surface
extended to the southern limits of the pipeline.

important new ﬁnds were made. These, once
properly catalogued and studied, will undoubtedly
constitute a signiﬁcant addition to our knowledge
of Kent’s most important medieval ceramics
industry.

The archaeological watching brief carried out
along the pipeline was surprisingly productive.
Evidence for the Tyler Hill ceramics industry was
particularly abundant and it was in relation to
this that a whole host of new observations and

Rutherford College
John Cotter

The proposed location of a new student
accommodation block on land east of Rutherford
College, together with a new car park and vehicular
access was the subject of an evaluation during
August 1993 funded by the University of Kent.
This part of the university campus is known to lie
in an area of high archaeological potential. Much
of the campus lies within the south west extension
of the medieval and post medieval Tyler Hill tile
and pottery industry which ﬂourished between

c. 1150–1525 with brick and roof tile production
continuing as late as the nineteenth century
(Cotter 1991, 49–56). Evidence of this industry is
particularly concentrated in the eastern half of the
campus towards Hackington Road (Canterbury
Hill and St Stephen’s Hill).
The area proposed for development lies on the
southern slope of St Stephen’s Hill sloping south
east of Rutherford College with Darwin College
to the north at the top of the hill. It is an area of

Plan showing the location of evaluation trenches.
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London Clay overlain by Head Brickearth and
patches of river gravels. Prior to the establishment
of the University much of the present day campus
formed part of Brotherhood Farm. The eastern
areas around Rutherford and Darwin were mostly
given over to sheep grazing and had not been
ploughed within living memory.
The area around Tyler Hill, Blean and Hackington
has received considerable though sporadic
attention from archaeologists and archaeological

Fieldwork: I Canterbury Sites

View of the cathedral from the university.

groups at least since the 1930s, though much of the
information gathered still remains unpublished.
Between 1968 and 1971 the University of Kent
Archaeological Society monitored all new
developments on the campus and carried out a
number of small but signiﬁcant excavations. The
most signiﬁcant discoveries were the bases of two
medieval tile kilns under what is now the lawn east
of Darwin College.
The Darwin College kilns have been dated to c.
1300. At both kilns substantial portions of wall
and arch structure survived revealing an unusual
bottle shaped plan. Like other kilns at Tyler Hill
they were made of rooﬁng tiles bonded with clay.
Another unusual feature of the kilns was that
they were served by drains made of arch shaped
ridge tiles and damaged chimney pots. It is likely
that rooﬁng (peg) tiles were the main product of
these kilns though some decorated ﬂoor tiles and
domestic pottery was also recovered. Apart from
summaries (Cramp 1970a, 26–8; 1970b, 11–12)
these kilns have yet to be adequately studied and
published.
Two further excavations by the University of Kent
Archaeological Society in 1968 took place in what
is now the car park south of Darwin College and in
the woods east of Rutherford College. At the ﬁrst
location medieval pottery was found; the second
site provided a spread of medieval tile ‘covering
an area of several hundred square feet’. The latter
included kiln debris and evidence of burning and
it was concluded that the tiles represented debris

which had probably fallen downhill from a kiln
located further to the north west. One worn sherd
of Roman pottery was also recovered.
Eight trenches were excavated during the present
evaluation. Only three Trenches (5,7 & 8)
yielded archaeological features and ﬁnds of any
signiﬁcance. These were all located in the north
east corner of the site under the proposed new car
park.
The principal archaeological features revealed
consisted of extensive areas of burnt roof tile
set in ﬁre reddened clay. These were frequently
deﬁned (sometimes overlain) by linear features
with a north east to south west orientation.
There were also a few large pits or ditches. The
tiled areas were burnt and reddened by intense
and protracted heat which strongly suggested
industrial activity at this site. Given their location
and composition (clay bonded roof tiles) it would
seem that the tiled areas represented sites of tile
kilns. However, the composition of these features
(unlike the Darwin College tile kilns) was not of
orderly courses of whole clay bonded peg tiles
but was best described as tile ‘rubble’ set in clay.
The observed depth of at least one of the tiled
areas was only around 30 cm. In all probability
the tiled areas represented the severely truncated
bases of tile kilns which had been demolished in
antiquity.
The linear features were more difﬁcult to interpret.
Some were clay ﬁlled and cut the tiled areas,
others appeared to be construction trenches
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for the ‘kiln’ foundations perhaps bounded or
revetted by beams or boards. Though sometimes
clay ﬁlled it is unlikely that these features
represented drainage gullies as they followed
the contours of the hill (north east to south west)
rather than the more logical north west to south
east gradient. It is suggested therefore that some
of the clay ﬁlled linear features were clay settling
tanks associated with tile making. Those ‘settling
tanks’ cutting the tiled areas may have been sited
over redundant and demolished kilns suggesting
that former kiln bases were re used as working
areas associated with clay working and tile
making. Other linear features could have been
construction trenches, as has been suggested
above. The beam slots may have deﬁned the
edges of clay tanks, fenced off with wooden
hurdles or planks. Alternatively they may have
formed part of the former kiln structure, possibly
a board foundation for the stacking of turves
encasing the kiln.
The most reliable dating evidence recovered
during the evaluaution was several fragments of
medieval pottery. These, not surprisingly, were
of sandy Tyler Hill ware and represent plain and
glazed cooking pots with features suggesting
a date somewhere between c. 1250–1350. The
peg tiles were all of medieval type. The sum of
evidence provided by the evaluation suggests
the presence of a localised multi period tile and
pottery manufacturing area whose date range is
likely to be similar to the Darwin College kilns (c.
1275–1325).

Fieldwork: I Canterbury Sites
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Sturry Gas Main
Jonathan Rady
of late ﬁrst to early second century cremation
burials, located in a topsoil stripped part of the
easement adjacent to the Black Horse Hotel,
immediately to the south of the modern main road
(TR 206 621).

The pipeline route and distribution plan of cremations.

Between February and April 1994 an intermittent
watching brief was carried out on trench digging,
by British Gas, for the extension of a main from
Sturry to Hersden. The work was funded by Kent
County Council as part of an archaeological
evaluation of the route of the proposed Sturry bypass.

the topography, the area appears to have been
occupied from very early times, and is traversed
by a Roman road leading towards Thanet, here
supposedly, on the same alignment as the present
main road. Few archaeological remains have
previously been recorded from the immediate
vicinity of Hersden.

The route of the new gas main extended eastward
from an existing installation on the Hoath road,
north east of Sturry (TR 187 618), to Bredlands
Lane. It then turned south along Bredlands Lane
to its junction with the main road (A28), thereafter
following the line of the main road, ﬁrstly north of
it, then to the south, to Hersden.

The evidence recovered during these works was
in the form of ditches and pits seen in section
and residual sherds of Roman pottery. The most
substantial ﬁnd however, was of a close knit group

The cremation burials were rapidly excavated
in one afternoon, before their destruction by
the trench cutter and other machinery, there
being little time for any detailed recording. A
total of eleven cremation burials were located,
comprising twenty one vessels and their contents.
Most of the vessels were immediately under the
topsoil and many of them had been truncated by
ploughing and to a lesser degree by topsoiling to
form the easement for pipelaying. The majority
of the cremation urns had been badly fractured
and compressed, probably both in antiquity and
during the topsoil stripping process, though their
contents of cremated bone, ash and soil, and in at
least one case a small metal object, were virtually
all recovered intact. A number of ancillary vessels,
such as plates and ﬂagons, were recovered
complete and unfragmented, these were usually
both smaller and more deeply buried.
The concentration of these features in one small
area (not exceeding 8 m.) and the observed soil
proﬁles in the immediate vicinity, suggest perhaps
that these interments were within a tumulus or
burial mound. The presence of the burials, taken
with the other evidence of Roman activity in the
area, as well as the likely proximity of a Roman
road suggests that a presently unknown Romano
British settlement exists in the immediate area.

Over most of this route conditions often made the
observation of any archaeological remains difﬁcult.
Much of the pipe trench, generally only about 30
cm. wide, was cut (sometimes without preliminary
topsoil stripping of the easement), with a trench
cutting machine, the pipe inserted and the trench
virtually immediately backﬁlled by JCB. In some
areas also there was a surprisingly high water table,
often only 20 cm. below the surface.
Even so, a number of observations were made,
mostly evidence for possible prehistoric, but
mainly Romano British occupation, to the south
of the main road at Hersden. This area forms part
of an elevated and broad plateau, at just above the
30 m. contour, immediately overlooking the Stour
valley to the south. As might be expected from

Some of the cremation vessels recovered during the watching brief.
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Royal Victoria Hospital, Dover
Keith Parﬁtt

Following initial evaluation trenching in December
1992 (Trenches 1 and 2) which had indicated
the presence of some signiﬁcant archaeological
deposits on this site (Parﬁtt 1993, 22), the piled
foundations for the new buildings were carefully
designed to have a fairly limited impact on the
buried remains. However, two deep pits were

required for associated drainage works. These
pits were dug as small, set piece archaeological
excavations during the summer of 1993.
The ﬁrst excavation (Trench 3) was located at the
western corner of the site adjacent to the High
Street. This was on the highest point, standing
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at an elevation of about 8.70 m. above Ordnance
Datum.The trench, measuring some 3.50 m. by
4.10 m. was excavated to a maximum depth of
2.45 m. It revealed a succession of medieval to
modern deposits and pits overlying and cutting
a series of cream brown clay with chalk layers.
These included some struck ﬂints and a piece of
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General view across the site during demolition and location plan.

prehistoric pottery and appear to represent hillwash
deposits. Below was a series of natural granular
tufas, interleaved with organic clays. Solid tufa
was encountered at a depth of 6.26 m. O.D.
The second excavation (Trench 4) was situated
on the lowest part of the site, adjacent to the
River Dour, adjoining Trench 2 of 1992. It was
rectangular in shape and measured 6.00 m. (north
east /south west) by 3.60 m. (north west/south
east), reaching a maximum depth of 2.15 m. The
sequence of stratiﬁed medieval and post medieval
soil deposits exposed was broadly similar to those
previously revealed in Trench 2. They produced a
small but useful sample of pottery.
Unfortunately, the site demolition works led to the
unforeseen destruction of a very signiﬁcant amount
of archaeology due to the deep hospital foundations
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which needed to be completely removed before
the new building work could begin. Some limited
recording and recovery of ﬁnds was possible but
in excess of 50 per cent of the stratiﬁed deposits
encountered in these areas were destroyed without
adequateexamination.Archaeologicalinvestigations
were solely conﬁned to the rapid inspection of the
exposed soil sections and/or an examination of the
associated spoil heaps. A signiﬁcant quantity of
Roman pottery was recovered from the spoil of one
trench and another yielded an important group of
Anglo Saxon pottery in association with fragments
of burnt clay/daub and animal bone.
During the subsequent groundworks in February
and March 1994, a watching brief was maintained.
This allowed additional recording of archaeological
deposits and yielded further quantities of Roman,
Anglo Saxon, medieval and post medieval pottery.

Without doubt the most important discovery on the
hospital site is represented by the early Anglo Saxon
pottery. Ranging in date from the ﬁfth to seventh
century this material clearly indicates contemporary
occupation nearby, although no associated structural
remains were recorded. Signiﬁcantly, some 200 m.
to the south west, on Priory Hill overlooking the
site, evidence for an extensive early Anglo Saxon
cemetery has been recorded (Willson 1988, 81–92).
This has previously been considered as the burial
ground associated with the Anglo Saxon settlement
known from excavations in Dover’s town centre,
approximately 600 m. to the south east. In the light
of the new evidence from the Victoria Hospital site,
however, it now seems likely that these burials relate
to another community which occupied land in the
valley bottom, directly below Priory Hill adjacent to
the Victoria Hospital site.

Maison Dieu, Dover
Keith Parﬁtt

In making a new visitors entrance to the old Town
Gaol, workmen stripped the plaster from a wall
which represented the outside face of the former
east end of the medieval hospital’s Great Hall
which had been subsequently incorporated into
nineteenth century extensions. The building work
exposed the south reveal of the old east window
which is shown on early prints of the site, but
which had later been obscured by Victorian prison
buildings. The medieval window was blocked with
ﬂint and brick rubble, then plastered over. The
pointed top of the blocked window is, however, still
visible above the roof of the Victorian building.
The exposed south reveal consisted of large
rectangular blocks of much weathered Caen
stone, conﬁrming that they had once been on an

Print dated 1735 showing east window of the Great Hall.

external face. The main wall of the Hall here was
built of ﬂint and greensand lumps. A horizontal
string course of ragstone blocks, 0.20 m. high, ran
along the bottom of the window which was 2.73 m.
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above existing ﬂoor level. Originally the window
seems to have been around 6 m. in total height,
with a minimum width of 1.66 m.

Fieldwork: II Kent Sites
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The Grand Shaft, Dover
Barry Corke & Keith Parﬁtt

Location plan.

Without doubt the Grand Shaft represents one of
the most impressive monuments that go to make
up the extensive nineteenth century fortiﬁcations
on the Western Heights above Dover. Comprising
an ingeniously constructed triple spiral staircase
with central light well, the Shaft was designed
to connect the fortress on the hill with the town.
The complete structure represents a masterpiece
of nineteenth century military engineering that
remains essentially unique in Britain. At the top
of the Shaft, within the defences of the fortress,
a ﬂight of open steps led up to the Grand Shaft
Barracks, whilst at the bottom a sloping passage
or gallery led onto a roadway running down to
Snargate Street within the heart of the old town.
Fronting onto the roadway was a guard chamber
with cells adjacent.
Construction work on the Shaft began in 1804
under the direction of Major General Twiss and
seems to have been completed by 1807 at a cost
of more than £3,000. In this early period a small
guard chamber occupying the north eastern side of
the approach to the gallery was all that was needed
but as the garrison on the hill was increased during
the 1850s, alterations were carried out and the
guard chamber was signiﬁcantly extended, with a
row of cells being built opposite. These structures
were demolished sometime after the last war and
the entire monument became derelict until it was
largely restored by Dover District Council in the
1970s.
The importance of the Grand Shaft is clear
and major changes brought to the area by the
construction of the new A20 have highlighted the
need for the enhancement of the appearance of
the monument at street level. During December
1993 and February 1994 the Trust undertook some

Phase plan.
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limited excavation work on the site in connection
with a proposed restoration project by IMPACT, the
joint environmental initiative of Kent County Council
and Dover District Council (Parﬁtt & Corke 1994).
Two trenches were cut across the site to examine the
nature and extent of the surviving nineteenth century
structures. Combining the ﬁeld and documentary
evidence, three phases to the development of the
complex now seem probable. These are: Period
1 (1804–c.1860), Period 2 (c. 1860–1900) and
Period 3 (c. 1900–1969). Investigation has shown
that virtually nothing of the demolished cells and
guard chamber walls survives above sub ﬂoor level
and much of the South west Range may have been
totally destroyed. Further archaeological work is
planned as the restoration work proceeds.

The cells and guard chamber.
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A20 Roadworks, Dover
Keith Parﬁtt

The period covered in this Annual Report saw the
conclusion of the long running Dover Sewers A20
project with well over 500 days in the ﬁeld being
recorded in the site diary. Following the recovery of
the Bronze Age Boat, useful observations continued
to be made well into the ﬁnal stages of the road
building programme, particularly in the areas of
Townwall Street and the old Pier District. More
traces of the medieval town wall were recorded
and work in the bed of the River Dour revealed
further signiﬁcant lengths of early riverside walling,
ranging in date from the later medieval period to
the nineteenth century. As the ﬁnal excavations for
the new Bench Street underpass were being carried
out by contractors it was possible to record more
of the Elizabethan Three Gun Battery. A complete
plan of this important post medieval structure is
now available.
With the completion of the ﬁeld work, a detailed
assessment report concerning the results of this
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highly successful project has been submitted to
English Heritage, outlining our proposals for future
publications on the discoveries. In December, 1993

Paul Bennett attended the ofﬁcial opening by Robert
Key, Minister of Transport, of the new A20.

Print of Elizabethan Three Gun Battery (Dover Museum).

Maidstone Roman Villa
Mark Houliston

A major excavation was undertaken by the Trust
at the Mount Roman Villa, Maidstone (TQ 7582
5617), during the ﬁrst quarter of 1994. For the
ﬁrst time the complete plan of the main villa was
exposed, while to the south and east of this building
at least three phases of earlier timber structures
were uncovered, the second of which included
the southernmost four bays of a substantial aisled
building. The lesser timber structures, which
included fence lines and possible animal pens,
were closely examined, as were the surrounding
`open’ areas. Preliminary analysis of the excavation

has sketched out a series of phase plans. These
demonstrate a dynamic interplay between the main
villa buildings, the lesser structures, and the open
areas. The phase plans are likely to be enhanced
once results have been obtained from the palaeo
environmental sampling, soil micromorphology,
phosphate analysis, and geological investigations
undertaken during the excavation.
The villa occupies a commanding position on
the eastern side of the River Medway; the land
drops away both upstream and downstream. It
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was ﬁrst investigated in 1843 after large masonry
projections had been exposed in the side of the
river bank adjacent to the towpath (Charles 1847,
86–9). These excavations revealed what appeared
to be a double range of rooms, aligned roughly
east west, the southern range of the villa. In 1970
and 1971 work undertaken by the Maidstone
Area Archaeological Group under the direction
of A. Miles (Kelly 1992, 178), exposed further
walls along the line of the towpath. These were
interpreted as a corridor running along the western
range of the villa. The following year, after it was
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Location plan showing evaluation trenches and main excavation.

ﬁrst proposed to re route the A249 across the
area, the Group, now under the direction of David
Kelly, started excavation within the Barracks. This
work continued intermittently until 1980, although
by that time the plan to build the road had been
dropped. The excavations revealed for the ﬁrst
time a separate series of buildings north of the
main villa ranges (Kelly 1992).
The Trust’s involvement began in January 1992 after
the revival of plans to build the road. Five evaluation
trenches were cut across the road corridor within
the Barracks, following which a small excavation
was undertaken (Houliston 1993, 32–3). Parts of
two buttresses from the northern range of the main
building were exposed. The ﬁnal phase of ﬁeldwork
began in January of this year when a watching brief
was undertaken during the removal of overburden
from above the main villa ranges. Roman deposits
were revealed at a height above that expected and
a major excavation ensued. During the excavation
all archaeological deposits threatened by the road
scheme were carefully removed, principally the
areas south and east of the main masonry building.
Roman deposits exposed elsewhere were cleaned
and planned. Following the excavation a watching
brief was undertaken while the unexcavated
remains were covered with sand. With the recent
completion of initial ﬁnds processing and the
primary conservation of artefacts the ﬁeldwork
phase of the project has been brought to an end.

The analysis phase is due to begin shortly (May
1994).
Evidence for prehistoric activity in the area was
provided by the thirty two ﬂint implements
recovered during the excavation, and perhaps the
two crudely built intercutting ditches, both north
south aligned, located on the eastern edge of the
site, although these produced no datable ﬁnds.
The earliest Roman activity appears to be
represented by two large ditches. These were
set 6 m. apart and perpendicular to the Medway.
A number of features were contemporary with
these, including a line of post holes set along the
northern edge of the northern ditch, interpreted as
a fence. The boundary represented by the ditch
and fence is respected by the principal building
of the subsequent phase. From this it may be
deduced that there was continuity in land use
south of the boundary.
The ﬁrst indication that a villa once occupied the site
is to be found in the next phase. The southernmost
four bays of an aisled building were excavated,
as well as numerous less substantial structures,
perhaps animal pens. The main structural element
of the building consisted of two rows of substantial
timber posts, approximately 0.30–0.40 m. in
diameter. These were set in large pits ﬁlled with
compacted clay and ragstone fragments. Set out
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Aerial view.

from, and parallel to, the rows of posts were two
beam slots, the probable bases for the external
walls of the building. Aisled buildings (sometimes
called basilican) seem to have been fairly common
features on the Romano British rural landscape;
a local example has been uncovered at Keston
(Philp et al. 1991, 81–90). It was apparently multi
functional and used amongst other things to house
labourers and to conduct indoor activities such as
corn drying. Initial palaeo environmental sampling
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Phase plan.

has produced charred grain from deposits possibly
associated with the excavated structure. The
building is likely to have been part of a complex
clustered around the principal residence of the
estate. However as the excavation produced no
evidence of such a contemporary residence it may
be that the aisled building itself was the ﬁrst such
`villa’ on the site.

side joining the two wings, and a corridor (see
above) or portico, or additional range of rooms,
running along its western side, although the walls
associated with this structural element were not
exposed during the current excavation. Within one
of the rooms the remains of a poured mortar ﬂoor
were uncovered, whereas elsewhere the ﬂoors
seem to have been removed.

Some time after the aisled building had gone out of
use the main masonry structure was erected. This
consisted of two wings, one room wide, linked by
a double range of rooms, all of integral build. This
building also probably had a portico on its eastern

It can been seen that previous reconstructions of
the villa falsely identiﬁed the main structure as
consisting of four ranges built around a central
courtyard. This was principally due to a planning
error made during the 1843 excavation. The

General view of the villa, looking west.

identiﬁcation of the `winged corridor plan’ has been
one of the principal discoveries of the excavation.
Numerous alterations were made to the villa during
its lifetime, although there do not appear to have
been any major rebuilds or signiﬁcant additions.
An eastern portico was added to the building,
probably replacing an earlier feature of similar
construction, and a rectangular structure was
attached to the southern wall. Two of the walls of
the easternmost room in the southern wing were
partially rebuilt. Large buttresses were later added
at the corners and in the middle of the southern
and northern wings.

The possible fountain base, looking west.
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Once the results of the excavation have been fully
analysed it should be possible integrate them with
those of the previous excavations in the area, in
particular with the secondary series of buildings
to the north. There Kelly identiﬁed three main
structural phases, the earliest of which consisted
of a range of rooms continuing the line of the
western corridor. Some of these rooms appear to
have been heated. During the second phase the
northern courtyard was created with the addition
of an eastern boundary wall and rooms to the
north. In the third phase additional rooms seem to
have been constructed within the courtyard.
Finally a mention must be made of a sunken
heptagonal feature uncovered east of the main
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building, and a smaller rectangular feature attached
to it on its eastern side. Both were constructed using
large tiles set in pale mortar, and waterproofed,
internally and externally, with opus signinum. They
appear to have been connected by a small duct.
It has been suggested that they may have formed
part of a small fountain. Two masonry walls were
also found in the area, to the north and south of
the feature. They were of different thicknesses,
however, and on different alignments. The southern
wall may have been associated with the earlier
aisled building rather than with the villa itself.
The palaeo environmental samples are currently
being analysed by Dr Enid Allison, the micro
morphological samples by Dr Richard Macphail,

and the phosphate samples by Jenny Heathcote.
These investigations, coupled with the geological
investigations undertaken by Joan Blows, have great
potential to enhance our understanding of the site.
Thanks are extended to all those whose efforts
contributed to the success of the excavation,
in particular Dr John Williams and Liz Dyson of
Heritage Conservation, Kent County Council,
Planning; to Peter Brightman the resident project
engineer and his colleagues; to the staff of Miller’s
and Gallagher’s, contractor and sub contractors
on the project respectively; and of course to all
those who worked on the site, both professional
and amateur.

Minster in Sheppey
Simon Pratt

In April–May 1993 the Trust excavated a total
of twenty evaluation trenches in two adjacent
properties at Minster in Sheppey (TQ 9555 7305
and 9563 7305) on behalf of and funded by the
respective landowners, Southern Water Services
and Canterbury Diocese. Both sites, evaluated
in advance of proposed development, lay in an
area already under consideration for scheduling
by English Heritage. Though initial expectations
of both sites were quite similar, two very different
yet complementary pictures emerged during the
course of excavation.
Apart from occasional ﬁnds of ﬂint tools, such as
that reported below, the earliest signiﬁcant traces
of human activity previously found on Sheppey
consisted of Bronze Age metal working hoards
from Harty and from Round Hill, just to the north
east of Minster village. Late Bronze Age/early mid
Iron Age pottery has also been found on Round
Hill and on a Sheppey Archaeological Society
(SAS) excavation in Falcon Gardens, just to the
east of the Trust sites. Isolated ﬁnds of Late Iron
Age/Roman pottery and tile have been reported at
various points over the island, Roman cremations
have been uncovered between Rape Hill and Furze
Hill and Roman coin hoards found at Scrapsgate
and Minster. Little evidence of pre Augustinian
Anglo Saxon occupation on Sheppey has yet
been identiﬁed though some possible ﬁfth /early
sixth century sherds have been recovered.
Minster Abbey was founded about 664–675 by the
dowager Queen Sexburga, who became the ﬁrst
abbess. According to the Anglo Saxon Chronicle,
the Vikings sacked Scaepige [Sheppey] in 835
(corrected date), though Witney suspects an earlier
date for the ﬁrst raids both here and at Hoo (Witney
1982). The Vikings ﬁrst wintered on the island in
855 and attacked again in 893 and 897. Canute was

Location plan showing evaluation trenches on both sites.

pursued onto Sheppey by King Edmund in 1016
and the island was raided by Earl Godwin in 1052.
William I granted Minster and its dependencies
to St Augustine’s Abbey and transferred the nuns
of Newington to Minster after the murder of their
prioress. By 1130 the abbey was dilapidated and
rebuilding work was carried out by Archbishop
Corbeil. Sir Roger Northwood (d. 1286) was also
responsible for repair work or rebuilding. In 1479
Peter Cleve bequeathed a sum of money for the
repair of the belfry. The surviving gatehouse has
been dated to the ﬁfteenth century.
The abbey was dissolved in 1536 and Sir Thomas
Cheyne was granted the grounds, including the
nuns’ substantial farm, three years later. The farm
then passed through various hands before being
bought by Sir John Hayward who, in 1636, left it
in trust for charitable use.
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The ﬁrst of the two sites examined lay in the
north west corner of the Abbey Farm where a
waterworks, recently demolished, had been
opened in 1903 (the 1908 Ordnance Survey map
shows the early pumphouse co existing with
surviving farm buildings). Though now at the
edge of a level plateau, the evidence suggests
that much of this area was once occupied by a rise
which had been cut down in the early nineteenth
century. This truncation had resulted in the
removal of archaeological deposits over most of
the site but early strata did survive at the western
end, where the original ground level dropped
away to the north west. Prehistoric occupation,
probably dating to the early to Mid Iron Age
and perhaps reaching back to the Late Bronze
Age, was identiﬁed here. It was represented by
horizontal stratigraphy, post holes and an east
west ditch. The ditch was later inﬁlled and may
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have been replaced by a bank. The apparent date
range, taken together with previous ﬁnds in the
area, suggests that Minster may have been the
site of one of the series of lightly defended Late
Bronze/Early Iron Age transitional farmsteads or
hamlets, such as Highstead (Macpherson Grant,
forthcoming), found on hilltops along the northern
coast of the Kentish mainland.
Hillwash deposits containing `Belgic’, Roman,
Late Roman and perhaps early Anglo Saxon
pottery sealed the early occupation horizon. A
light pebble surface in the westernmost trench was
early or mid Anglo Saxon in date whilst a heavier
one picked up in an adjacent trench was either
Anglo Saxon or Roman. Further colluviation took
place during the medieval period. The presence of
so much hillwash so close to what must have been
the summit of the hill suggests fairly intensive
agricultural activity throughout the periods
represented and this is unlikely to have taken place
at any great distance from a settlement. It would
thus seem that the area was occupied virtually
continuously from the prehistoric period until
at least the Viking raids. This is a very different
picture from that usually presented of Sheppey
being inhabited only spasmodically, if at all, prior
to the abbey’s inception.
Prehistoric economies thrived on variety and
Sheppey must have offered a particularly rich
mix of regimes. Arable and wooded hills, coastal
grasslands, cliffs, true salt marsh, extensive tidal
mud ﬂats, creeks and shallow and deep estuaries
could have provided domesticated crops,
wild fruits, fuel, timber, small game, pannage,
pasture, reeds, eels, waterfowl, migratory birds,
seabirds (and their eggs), shellﬁsh, seaﬁsh and
salt. Add to these resources a position on a major
trade route, with easy communication along and
across the estuaries and safe harbourage in the
creeks. All this makes Sheppey seem a desirable
environment despite the relative scarcity of
freshwater springs.
The second site lay just north of the church, in
an area occupied by a market garden for much
of the twentieth century. Scars on the original
north wall of the church indicate the presence of
buildings adjoining it in the Anglo Saxon period
(Park Harrison 1884, 54–7) and some parts of the
western perimeter wall, close to the gatehouse,
show that medieval structures stood here. Anglo
Saxon and early medieval horizons had already
been identiﬁed by the SAS in a neighbouring
garden to the east in 1991. The Anglo Saxon
pottery assemblage here was particularly
interesting, with signiﬁcant quantities of Ipswich
Ware. More distant contacts were suggested by an
eighth century Northumbrian sceatta. In addition
to recovering more Ipswich Ware, a 1993 SAS

South view of the Abbey Church of St Sexburga by J J Proctor, 1904.

site has proven the existence of partially robbed
masonry foundations, a metalling and (tile lined?)
ditches, probably medieval, immediately north of
the Trust site. The East Anglian and Northumbrian
connections date back to the abbey’s inception.
Sexburga was the daughter of Anna, King of the
East Angles: her sisters Ethelfrida and Wyhtburga
founded the abbeys at Ely and Dereham in
Norfolk. Her aunt by marriage was Ethelburga,
Lyminge Abbey’s foundress, wife of Edwin,
King of Northumbria and mother in law of Oswy,
Northumbria’s next king but one. It was to Oswy
that Sexburga’s son Egbert turned for advice
when nominating a successor to Archbishop
Deusdedit. Excavations by Brian Philp brought
to light burials and foundations on the site of the
current church hall, between the church and the
present site in the 1980s and further burials were
recently found east of the vicarage when a pond
was being sited.
Given the evaluation technique employed on
the Vicarage Gardens site (topsoil stripping in
narrow trenches), it was not generally possible to
differentiate between Anglo Saxon, early medieval
and later medieval contexts, nor could any
coherent building plan be reconstructed. Clearly,
however, the conventual complex spread over the
entire site and beyond. The results demonstrated
that truncation by cultivation had taken place
during the post Dissolution era, suggesting that
a majority of the surviving deposits attributable
are earlier rather than later in date. If the earliest
surfaces examined are not themselves Anglo
Saxon, they must seal such deposits. Since only
4 per cent of the pottery recovered could be
dated approximately to the period between the
original foundation and the Viking raids, against
47 per cent for that from Corbeil’s refoundation
to Northwood’s death and 15 from then to the

27

Dissolution, the latter seems more likely; in either
case the plan of the Anglo Saxon abbey, at least in
the area of this site, should be recoverable.
The remains of a razed masonry wall were
identiﬁed as well as a shallow robber trench for
another. Associated or earlier timber structures
were represented by post holes, a beam slot and,
perhaps, a beam pad. Floors, ﬂoor patches, trampled
(possibly natural) clay, and pebble metallings were
located in all save one of the trenches, one of which
may have held a hearth. Pits and ditches were also
identiﬁed, one of the latter passing beneath the
eastern perimeter wall. Contrary to expectations,
no graves were found although a (presumably late)
dog burial was uncovered.
The overall trend of the ceramics was much as
one would expect from the known history of the
abbey, though at sixty ﬁve sherds the sample
was very small. Only one Late Iron Age sherd was
found, and one of Roman samian ware. Anglo
Saxon occupation was represented by a few
sherds of the mid seventh to mid ninth century
(two of them Ipswich Ware), probably belonging
to the second half of that span. Other than one
possible mid ninth to eleventh century sherd,
the record then shows a hiatus until twenty four
sherds of Canterbury type EM2 appeared around
the second quarter of the twelfth century. Eleven
sherds of North Kentish and London Wares, plus
one of Surrey Ware, accounted for the period from
about 1225–1400. A fragment of glazed ﬂoor tile
probably dating to the early mid thirteenth century.
There is then a second break until Wealden and
other wares came in around 1475, half a dozen
sherds could be attributed to the pre Dissolution
period, only three to the following hundred years.
One sherd of Staffordshire Ware could be dated
to the late eighteenth century but otherwise
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there was nothing until eleven sherds broadly
attributable to the second and third quarters of
the nineteenth century.
In summary then, whilst identiﬁed archaeological
features provided clear evidence for structural
remains, perhaps to be equated with a conventual
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building or buildings, the ceramic record
appeared to demonstrate a longer tradition of
occupation, perhaps extending back almost two
millennia.

Archaeological Society and the Isle of Sheppey
Metal detection Society. The writer would like
to take this opportunity to thank Brian Slade,
Vivienne Wilson and many others for for their
continuing help, advice and support

The Trust was greatly assisted in its work by local
volunteers, especially those from the Sheppey

Rochester Town Walls
Alan Ward & Crispin Jarman

Location plan.

Throughout the early part of 1993 the Trust was
involved in the recording of part of the standing
fabric of Rochester town wall. This work, in advance
of a scheme to stabilise and repair sections of the
north and east walls and the north east tower,
was commissioned by the County Archaeological
Section and funded by Rochester City Council and
English Heritage.
Whilst urban settlement at Rochester may date
from the Late Iron Age the construction of a

North-east tower and adjacent Roman wall core.

defensive wall probably dates from the second
or third century A.D. The Romano British place
name for Rochester, Durobrivae (the fort by the
bridge), is more likely to refer to a Roman fort of
the mid ﬁrst century (Rivet & Smith 1981) than
the defences of the later town. Although very little
is known of the internal layout of the Roman town,
the defences have been studied in some detail,
most notably by Arthur Harrison and Colin Flight
in various volumes of Archaeologia Cantiana. The
earliest defences to the town probably comprised

an earthen rampart of late second century date. In
the third century a stone wall appears to have been
added to the front of the rampart. A more complex
sequence of building appears to have taken place
throughout the medieval period (Flight & Harrison
1986).
The major part of the Trust’s work consisted of
the cleaning and recording of a 40 m. length of
delapidated north wall in an area known as `the
Common’. Standing to a height of 3.85 m., this

East wall with surviving medieval crenellations.
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length of wall was in a dangerous condition and in
urgent need of consolidation. Following clearance of
dense foliage neither the external or internal face of
the wall was found to survive above modern ground
level and in places only a core thickness of 0.40 m.
remained. To provide a solid base for repairs an 18
m. length of buried wall was exposed by trenching
to a depth of 0.50 m. below ground level. Although
the internal face of the wall was not exposed due
to the presence of modern buildings, a few worked
ragstone blocks of the outer face were exposed in
the trench. The base of the wall was not revealed,
but earlier excavations indicate that the wall rests
on insubstantial footings here (Harrison 1970).
Comparison of the homogeneous sandy mortars
employed in the above and below ground sections
of wall fabric clearly indicated that they were of
one build and probably of Roman origin. Sections
of medieval and more recent fabric indicating a
succession of repairs were also recorded.
Further sections of Roman work forming parts of
the north wall were identiﬁed against the medieval
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north east tower. These included a 13 m. long
section of Roman core immediately west of the
tower and a short section of wall with ragstone
face surviving to ﬁve courses to the rear of La
Providence Hospital.
The east wall together with north east tower was
probably constructed in the 1390s (Flight &
Harrison 1986). Much of this wall stands to full
height and represents one of the best preserved
sections of Rochester’s defensive circuit. The wall
appears to be of one build, primarily of ragstone
blocks with ﬂint. Crenellations recorded at the
south end of the wall are rare survivals of the
medieval battlements.
The north east drum tower consists of a ground
ﬂoor with no internal details or openings and a ﬁrst
ﬂoor chamber lit by three windows. The chamber,
with ﬁreplace, was connected by a rear door and
passage to a privy and adjacent stair which in turn
gave access to the parapet walk.

Late fourteenth-century north-east tower.

Upnor Castle near Rochester
Martin Hicks

Upnor Castle, on the north bank of the river Medway
(TQ 7584 7050) was the site of a minor watching
recording brief in November 1993. The brief was
undertaken on behalf of English Heritage during
the cutting of a trench to provide new services
within the Scheduled Ancient Monument.

the defence of the estuary was reviewed and new
forts were constructed further down river. The
castle was converted into a warehouse at this time
and later became the main gunpowder store for the
Royal Navy. It remained in this use until the Second
World War when it was used as an armament store.

Built in 1561 to defend Chatham Dockyard against
seaborne attack, Upnor is one of the earliest
pointed artillery bastions in England. Following the
successful Dutch raid on the British ﬂeet in 1667,
when Upnor failed to provide adequate protection,

The watching brief, undertaken during the cutting
of a trench through the south bank of the castle’s
earthworks, provided only details for laminated
soils thrown up to form an embankment in the late
sixteenth century.
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The external face of the tower was recorded and
this indicated that the upper portion of the tower
had been rebuilt perhaps in the seventeenth
century. The interior of the tower was cleared
of shrubs and debris prior to recording. At this
time a live fractured sewer was exposed and as
a consequence further recording work within the
tower was put in abeyance until effective repair
has been undertaken.

Brompton Barracks,
Gillingham
Adrian Murphy

In February 1994 an archaeological evaluation was
undertaken by the Trust at Brompton Barracks, on
land known as the `New Ravelin’ (TQ 767 691).
The evaluation was undertaken prior to the
construction of workshops on the site, as part of a
programme of redevelopment at the Royal School
of Military Engineering.
In the event no signiﬁcant archaeological remains
were found in the area destined for redevelopment.

Location plan of the Great Lines fortiﬁcations
including Fort Amherst and barrack areas.
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View of castle.
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Fort Amherst and the Chatham Lines
Alan Ward

Throughout 1993 the Trust undertook several projects
associated with the defences of Chatham Dockyard.
This linear defence, known as the Lines, consists of a
series of earth and brick lined ramparts forming the
best preserved late eighteenth and early nineteenth
century fortiﬁcations in the country. Fort Amherst
forms the southern strongpoint of this system and
this fortiﬁcation is in the process of being restored by
the Fort Amherst and Lines Trust (FALT). In the past
decade FALT has cleared and repaired considerable
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parts of Fort Amherst including ditches, brick
ramparts and a number of buildings.
At the invitation of FALT and English Heritage the
Trust has been supervising minor excavation works
and recording areas of speciﬁc interest within the
fort.
To the north of the fort, within areas now under the
control of the Royal Engineers, several evaluations

Medway Tunnel
Tim Allen

A tunnel forming part of a direct road link
between Chatham and London is at present under
construction beneath the River Medway. The tunnel
will extend from an area on the east bank of the river
Medway, previously occupied by Chatham Naval
Dockyard, to Whitewall Creek just south of Upnor
Castle on the opposite bank. During the later stages
of the construction of a massive `casting basin’
on the eastern bank of the Medway a programme
of archaeological works was commissioned by
Kent County Council Archaeological Section. This
work is being undertaken jointly by the Trust and
the Geoarchaeological Services Facility of the
Institute of Archaeology, London (GSF).
The cutting of the `casting basin’ in which sections
of the tunnel will be built and eventually ﬂoated
out for submersion beneath the Medway, was
monitored by Chris Pine of GSF and the author
between May and July 1993. In the event, a record
of sediments laid down in the eastern part of the
Medway estuary since the Ice Age was compiled
in the form of a discontinous but representative
section up to 14 m. deep and approximately 300
m. long. Archaeological deposits dating from the
Late Pleistocene (about 18,000 B.P.) to the present
day were recorded and sampled.
Preparatory bore hole testing by GSF in late May
1993 indicated that a chalk cliff about 11 m. high
overlooked the ancient ﬂood plain of the Medway to
the west. This cliff and ﬂood plain were formed by
the abrasive action of fast ﬂowing water descending
from the melting ice sheets to the north probably
during the end of the last Ice Age. In the following
10,000 years or so, both the cliff and ﬂood plain
were gradually buried beneath clay and silt
sediments deposited by the slower ﬂowing waters
of the Medway. A continuing rise in sea level due to
the large amount of water released by the melting
ice sheets meant that during this period the estuary
became tidal. This further affected rates and
patterns of sedimentation within the ﬂood plain.

Location plan.

General view of the `casting basin’.
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and watching briefs have taken place, but perhaps
the most important of these has been a detailed
photographic survey of the Lines defences for
English Heritage. This survey will hopefully be
used by English Heritage, the local planning
authority and the army to assist with long term
strategic plans to protect, repair and enhance
the defences which are currently suffering from
extensive vandalism.
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The peat layers.

The excavation area.

Four continuous peat layers were exposed within
the 14 m. deep clay silts which covered the entire
area west of the buried cliff. These were considered
to be particularly important as they were probably
the remains of vegetal colonisation on this part
of the ﬂood plain. They may indicate temporary
regressions within the general rise in water levels
associated with the post Pleistocene period (the
Holocene). Equally, they may represent local
changes in tidal ﬂows or topography.

protracted period of test trenching, that a controlled
excavation took place on top of the cliff described
above between late September and early November
1993.

Carbon samples extracted from the two lower peat
horizons provided dates earlier than 7,000 B.P.
(before present) and 4,700 B.P. respectively. The
highest peat horizon was dated by pottery to c. A.D.
100–350. The remaining peat has yet to be dated.

Immediately on top of the cliff and buried by alluvial
clay was a number of excavated features of uncertain
signiﬁcance. These were in close proximity to two
localized charcoal spreads interpreted as ﬁre sites.
A substantial quantity of struck ﬂint ﬂakes including
cores, blades and general debotage apparently
associated with these features was also uncovered
as was a corpus of pot sherds. Also present was a
deep (over 1.35 m.) shaft like feature which may
have been excavated to mine fresh ﬂint nodules
from the underlying chalk. At present an early to mid
Neolithic date is considered likely for this activity
which appears consistent with sustained ﬂint
working on the cliff top. This activity was terminated

Samples extracted from the peats and other
deposits described above are at present the subject
of detailed study at the Institute of Archaeology. It is
thought that from this, valuable information will be
gained about changes in water levels, vegetational
cover and tidal ﬂow patterns in the area throughout
the Late Pleistocene and Holocene periods. It
was against this background, and following a

During initial evaluation a number of struck ﬂints
were collected from unstratiﬁed deposits in the
cliff top area. Subsequently a site containing three
distinct phases of occupation was identiﬁed. The
controlled excavation centred on this site.

Nineteenth-century print showing construction of the naval docks at Chatham.
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by a rise in the water table. The inundation appears
to have been protracted and sealed the cliff with a
0.28 m. thick band of alluvial clay.
This period of ﬂooding apparently lasted until the
Iron Age. Occupation resumed late in this period
with the construction of a 6 m. diameter circular
hut of which four post holes, a section of curving
`eaves’ gully and an occupation layer rich in pot
sherds was exposed. A hearth constructed of ﬂints
and burnt clay was also exposed some 4 m. to the
north east. The hut showed evidence of having
been demolished and rebuilt, but a spread of ash,
charcoal and ﬁred daub overlying its remains
suggested it had ultimately been destroyed by ﬁre.
The associated pottery indicated that the hut was
occupied during the late ﬁrst century B.C. to the
early ﬁrst century A.D.
Cutting through the Late Iron Age horizon was a
north south aligned ditch apparently backﬁlled
in the late ﬁrst century. Of later date was part
of an enclosure ditch and a rough ﬂint cobbled
surface which probably represented part of a
Romano British settlement situated on what was
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by then a low bank (the remains of the buried
cliff) overlooking a salt marsh to the west. From
the quantities of pot sherds in the adjoining peat
it appeared that the inhabitants of this settlement
threw out domestic waste onto the adjacent salt
marsh. The settlement was probably abandoned
in the early to mid third century A.D. when water
once again engulfed the site, covering the area
with a further band of alluvial clay.
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The site continued to be more or less waterlogged
until the construction of the Chatham sea wall
in 1868, after which time the entire area was
backﬁlled and levelled prior to the northward
extension of Chatham Naval Dockyard.
The product of our work at the Medway Tunnel
will hopefully provide new and vital information
relating to sea level and vegetational changes

over a considerable span of time. The record so
far obtained has been particularly enhanced by
datable cultural materials recovered from the
sedimentary sequence and by the discovery of a
multi period occupation site at the edge of the ﬂood
plain. Work continues on this important project as
further construction activity takes place.

New Deal Reservoir
Keith Parﬁtt

General view.

The construction of a new reservoir by Southern
Water at Ringwould near Deal was the subject of
an archaeological watching brief (Phase 1) during
the spring of 1993 but nothing of signiﬁcance
was revealed. The associated pipe laying
operations across more than 3 km. of adjacent
chalk downland, through areas of signiﬁcant
archaeological potential, were also the subject of a
watching brief, conducted throughout the summer
and autumn of 1993 (Phase 3). This work, funded
by Southern Water, was supervised by the writer,
assisted on occasion by local volunteers.
A number of interesting archaeological discoveries
were made but in general the density of ancient
remains was rather lower than expected. Signiﬁcant
features were essentially conﬁned to two ditches
discovered near the windmill at Ringwould which
quite probably formed part of a middle Iron Age
rectangular enclosure. Lithic material, indicative
of earlier prehistoric occupation, was recovered
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Two Lower Palaeolithic hand-axes recovered during the watching brief. Scale 3:4.

from the ploughsoil along almost the entire pipe
line route, however. The bulk of the struck ﬂints
were of a type commonly found on the East Kent
chalklands which are generally dated to late
Neolithic Bronze Age period.
Of rather more signiﬁcance was a small Lower
Palaeolithic hand axe found on the hilltop
adjacent to Ringwould Mill. This initial ﬁnd was
supplemented by the discovery of more Lower
Palaeolithic ﬂint material, including part of another

small hand axe, some distance further to the north
at Coldblow near Walmer. Finds of this date are
being discovered in increasing numbers across
the local downlands. Occasional scatters of waste
ﬂakes and implements indicative of occupation
sites are now being recognised (Halliwell & Parﬁtt
1993). The occurrence of a hand axe (together with
another found nearby in 1988) and about a dozen
struck ﬂakes seems to suggest the presence of
just such an occupation area at Coldblow.

Herne Bay Waste Water Pipeline
Keith Parﬁtt

In January 1994 the Trust commenced a watching
recording brief on a new Southern Water pipeline
running inland from Herne Bay to the River Stour
at Grove Ferry. The route, skirting the shores of the
former Wantsum Channel and passing through the
major prehistoric site at Highstead, Chislet, has

been particularly productive with nine separate
sites being located so far. The earliest discovery
has been part of an Lower Palaeolithic ﬂint hand
axe in the gravels to the north of Chislet Church.
The majority of the sites investigated to date
have been prehistoric, principally Iron Age. More
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signiﬁcant discoveries are expected in the coming
weeks and the complete project promises to make
a very signiﬁcant contribution to our knowledge
of north east Kent in the pre Roman period. Full
details will appear in the next annual report.
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Sandwich Toll Bridge
Martin Hicks

A watching brief during repairs to the eighteenth
century toll bridge at Sandwich (TR 3320
5820), commissioned by English Heritage,
was undertaken in August 1993. The repairs to
the bridge piers below watertable were in part
effected within a coffer dam. A photographic
record of exposed bridge fabric was made but no
new discoveries came to light.
General view of toll bridge and gate.

27

Loop Street, Sandwich
Andrew Hutcheson

In July 1993 a number of evaluation trenches were
cut on the site of a former tannery at Loop Street,
Sandwich. This work, undertaken in advance of a
proposed housing development, was funded by
Sumerlee Homes Limited.
The former tannery lies to the east of the town
wall in an area crossed by the Delf stream, a small
canalised brook thought to date from the late
thirteenth century. A number of historic structures
lie close to the site, mainly to the south and east,
including the medieval hospitals of St John and St
Thomas. On the site itself were the remains of the
twentieth century tannery buildings and tanning
tanks. The eastern boundary of the site was
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Ten 5 m. x 1.5 m. trenches were cut and recorded.
In the event, only three trenches, located close
to the Loop Street frontage, provided signiﬁcant
discoveries. Here fragmentary traces of walls
and clay ﬂoors associated with former buildings
dating from ﬁfteenth to seventeenth centuries
were exposed. The archaeological remains were
poorly preserved having been truncated by more
recent developments and landscaping.
Location plan showing evaluation trenches.

Longmete House, Preston near Wingham
Martin Hicks

A watching recording brief was maintained in
November 1993 during building works to the
rear of Longmete House, Wingham (TR 2498
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deﬁned by a late or post medieval wall enclosing
the grounds of a vicarage.

6044), close to the site of a known Anglo-Saxon
cemetery. Nothing of archaeological signiﬁcance
was noted.

St Laurence Church, Hawkhurst
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Richborough
Peter Clark

A watching brief during the cutting of 1 m. deep
foundation trenches to the rear of a property on
the north side of Castle Road, Richborough (TR
320 602) revealed nothing of archaeological
signiﬁcance.

Martin Hicks

An archaeological watching recording brief
was conducted in November 1993 during the
construction of a new branch sewer and water
supply to Hawkhurst, St Laurence Church.
The church, located on the southern side of the
A265 Horns road approximately 1 km. south of
Hawkhurst village (TQ 7545 2940), was founded in
the thirteenth century by the abbott of Battle Abbey.
Much of the present church is of fourteenth-century
date including a north chancel wall, chancel arcade
and a northern staircase (leading to a chamber
above the north porch). The remaining elements
of the church appear to relate to a major phase of
rebuilding in the ﬁfteenth century.

The new pipe trench, 32 m. long and 1 m. deep,
was cut from beneath the west tower and west
door and along the line of an existing churchyard
path to connect with the mains supply. The lifting
of existing paving within the church revealed only
brick and mortar rubble considered to form the
makeup laid down during a major campaign of
refurbishment within the church in 1859. Within
the churchyard parts of several graves and at least
two brick burial vaults were exposed. As a result of
these discoveries the service trench was diverted
and reduced in depth to minimise disturbance to
graves and vaults.
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View of St Laurence church, looking south.
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Lovehurst Manor, Staplehurst
Martin Hicks

Drawing showing timber work.

Lovehurst Manor.

During October and November 1993 the Trust was
commissioned by English Heritage to maintain a
watching recording brief during restoration works
on the moat, bank and wall of Lovehurst Manor,
Staplehurst (TQ 7780 4140).
Lovehurst Manor, a Scheduled Ancient
Monument, is a private residence set within
a circular moat located to the south of
Staplehurst village. The origins of the manor
are obscure, but a motte and bailey defensive
earthwork may have existed on this site from
the late eleventh or early twelfth century. Much
of the present manor may date from the mid
sixteenth century. In 1697 the manor was given
to St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London and a
substantial documentary archive for the manor
exists from that time. Included in the documents
are accounts of repairs to the moat in 1745,
1852 and 1879. The latter scheme was a major
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project involving the recutting of the moat and
rebuilding of the embankments
Following recent erosion and collapse of sections
of the inner moat wall, a scheme to repair and
restore the wall was put in hand.
The entire moat was drained of water leaving a
depth of 1 m. from bank to moat silt. The silt inﬁll
was approximately 0.50 m. in depth. When the
moat was free of water, the extent of the erosion
was clear. The late nineteenth century repair works
had consisted of a single line of wooden staves
set 0.50 m. apart with planked boarding behind.
The planking revetted a clay bank. The wooden
staves were 0.50 m. long and 0.10 m. in diameter.
The tops of the staves were sawn ﬂat and were
level with the top of the moat silt. Set on top of
the wooden staves was a ragstone block wall four
courses high, bonded with lime mortar.

Medway Northern By pass
Alan Ward

Two watching recording briefs were maintained
during the construction of a new road tunnel below
the railway at Featherby Road, Gillingham (TQ
7940 6795), and during the cutting of trenches for
a new gas main close to the villages of Cobham
and Wainscott. It was hoped that the monitoring of
both schemes would help provide information for
a proposed road by pass for the Medway towns. In
the event no archaeological features were noted
during both briefs and only a surface collection
of worked ﬂints, including an Acheulian hand axe,
was recovered during the monitoring of the gas
pipeline.

Acheulian hand-axe. Scale 2:3.
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Erosion had occurred as a consequence of water
seepage between the top of the posts and the base
of the wall causing a build up of water between the
back of the wall and the clay bank. The resultant
pressure caused the wall to be pushed into the
moat.
During the course of the project, only modern
material was retrieved from the moat bank and
excavated silt. It appears clear that the repairs to
the moat in the late nineteenth century effectively
removed all the original earthworks, or capped it
with the clay lining.
I would like to thank the owner of the property for
his help during the project and Sarah the maid
who supplied me with endless cups of coffee and
a ﬁre on particularly cold and wet days.

PART TWO

Building Recording
A

Waterham Cottage, Stodmarsh
Rupert Austin
the front and rear doors (which normally oppose
each other) from the main body of the hall. The
arrangement found here is certainly unusual.
The studding of the cross frame is interrupted
at ground level by a door which provides access
from the hall through to the adjoining wing.
This doorway, assuming our hypothesis to be
correct, also leads into the space behind the
screen allowing people to enter the wing without
disturbing the occupants of the hall.

View to north after ﬁre.

Although the majority of Waterham Cottage is
of comparatively modern date, the remains of a
medieval hall house can still be seen within the
fabric of the existing building. A ﬁre in the summer
of 1993 severely damaged the cottage, including
much of the historic fabric.Two bays of the former
medieval building presently survive, one bay of
the open hall and a ﬂoored wing. The original roof
was destroyed by the ﬁre.
Only the southern bay of the former two bay open
hall survives. The east elevation of this element
was entirely underpinned in modern brickwork,
but the west elevation retains elements of timber
framing. Examination of the underside of the
eaves plate along the west elevation revealed the
location of the hall fenestration with mortices for
square sectioned mullions and rebates for the
shutters. Although there is only evidence for two
lights, most open hall windows had four. This
arrangement has been suggested on the drawings
of the elevation.
No shutter groove was observed above this
fenestration, indicating that hinged shutters were
used to secure the opening against the weather.
These were often used in preference to the more
common sliding shutter for the upper lights of hall
fenestration. Clearly it would have been difﬁcult
to slide a heavy wooden shutter in such a high
position, whereas a hinged arrangement would
have been relatively easy to close.

Several of the timbers for the central open truss
of the hall still survive, although badly burnt and
fragmented. A substantial and heavily cambered
tie beam, supported on jowled posts, spans the
centre of the hall. Two large arch braces were
originally set beneath this beam. These were
presumably removed when the hall was ﬂoored.
An octagonal crown post with decorated base
and capital, located over the tie beam, forms
the centrepiece of the hall. Braces rise from all
four sides of the crown post to collar and purlin
respectively.
Much of the cross frame dividing the hall from
the adjoining wing still survives. A deeply cut
moulding, comprising a quarter roll, deep cavetto,
and half roll is clearly visible on the principal
beam of this cross frame. This moulded timber,
which is perhaps the `dias beam’, suggests that
the surviving bays represent the high end of the
hall house. Rather surprisingly the moulding is
interrupted approx imately 1 m. from the east
elevation of the hall. The moulding clearly returned
at right angles along a joist (now removed) which
extended into the hall. The function of this timber,
in an unﬂoored hall, is not certain. It is suggested
that the timber supported some form of partition
located in front of the main entrance to the hall,
thereby screening the occupants from the draught
of an open door. Although partitions have been
recorded in other properties, these usually run
transversely across the building, screening both
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As expected and in common with most of its
contemporaries, the hall has been ﬂoored to
provide additional ﬁrst ﬂoor accommodation. The
inserted joists, which are laid on edge rather than
ﬂat, are much lighter than the medieval joists of
the adjoining wing. Examination of the tenons on
the inserted joists reveals that their corners have
been struck off. This feature, which allowed the
joists to be inserted at a slight angle, was clearly
an advantage when constructing a new ﬂoor within
an existing building. An interesting moulding,
comprising an ogee, roll and cavetto, decorates
the principal bridging beams of this ﬂoor frame. It
seems likely that this ﬂoor, which almost certainly
extended into the missing bay of the hall, dates
from the seventeenth century.
An inglenook ﬁreplace, now largely rebuilt in
modern brickwork, was also added to the hall. This
had been positioned against the central truss of
the open hall, in the missing north bay. Trimmers
once carried the inserted ﬂoor around the stack
suggesting that both features are contemporary.
It is possible, although unlikely, that the stack was
built ﬁrst.
Much of the wing, which is ﬂoored with a terminal
jetty to the south, still survives although the east
elevation, as in the hall, is now underpinned in
modern brickwork. The single ground ﬂoor room
was lit by small windows located along the west
and north elevations. These windows, with their
plain square mullions, were closed by horizontally
sliding shutters. Although no direct evidence for
the original stairs survives, it seems likely that
they were positioned in the space now occupied
by the existing staircase.
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Waterham Cottage, Stodmarsh: plan and section.
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Waterham Cottage, Stodmarsh: section and details.
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It is not until we enter the upper chamber of the
wing that the unusually low height of the building, in
effect only one and a half storeys, is apparent. This
presents no problems in the open hall. However, in
the wing the eaves plate lies less than 1 m. above
ﬁrst ﬂoor level. Clearly most of the upper chamber
fell within the roof space. This arrangement is of
course only possible in an open hall house where it
is not necessary or indeed possible to traverse the
length of the building at ﬁrst ﬂoor level (the open
hall prohibits this). It would clearly be impossible to
pass the tie beams which cross the ﬁrst ﬂoor at waist
height.Obviously with this low eaves arrangement
the only viable form of fenestration at ﬁrst ﬂoor level
would be dormer windows. Unfortunately none of
these survive. The extant windows are modern
replacements.
At some point, probably in the seventeenth century,
the jetty and framing of the south elevation was
removed completely and a new brick elevation
constructed. This brickwork extends the building
further to the north by approximately 2 ft. The
roof was clearly extended at this time to cover the
additional length of the building. A small window
with square leaded lights has been incorporated in
the brickwork along the west elevation.
Very little of the original roof survived the recent
ﬁre. Only a few fragments of rafter and the octagonal
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crown post remain. Despite this lack of material,
sufﬁcient survived to provide a reasonable picture
of its original form. It was possible to calculate the
pitch, a reasonably steep 55–56°, from the few
remaining fragments. It would seem that the roof
was intended to be thatched from the outset and
indeed remained so until the ﬁre.
It would be natural to assume that oak was used
in the construction of this building. This wood, in
almost limitless supply during the middle ages,
was used almost exclusively in the construction of
timber framed buildings in this part of the country.
In the case of Waterham Cottage however, many
of the timbers were clearly cut from other trees,
possibly elm or yew.
Unfortunately no evidence for the arrangement
of the northern end of the building remains. It
seems unlikely that the structure terminated with
the two bay hall. The extant wing, which is small
compared to the relatively large area of the hall,
seems insufﬁcient for the needs of the building.
It is suggested that a second jettied and ﬂoored
wing occupied the northern end of the building.
This wing was probably similar in size and
arrangement to the extant north wing. The crown
post roof would certainly have continued over
the additional bay, presumably terminating in a
matching hip.

Despite the fragmentary nature of Waterham
Cottage, enough of the primary structure survives
to provide us with a surprisingly complete picture
of the former medieval hall house. A date in the
early ﬁfteenth century seems most likely for this
fabric. For the most part the building is very typical
of its kind, conforming to a standard arrangement
and employing well established carpentry and
construction techniques. The screened entrance
to the hall, the extremely low eaves level and the
use of elm or yew, however, are unusual features.
Waterham Cottage, almost certainly built by
a yeoman farmer, would clearly have been a
considerable undertaking at the time of its
construction, both in terms of labour and ﬁnance.
Although small by today’s standards, the building
was and still is more than a simple `cottage’. It
would undoubtedly have been a very desirable
dwelling, almost certainly used as a farmhouse.
The survey of this building has proved to be
very rewarding, adding yet another interesting
building to those recorded by the Canterbury
Archaeological Trust. Hopefully the information
gathered will enable a sympathetic and accurate
reconstruction of the ﬁre damaged building to be
undertaken.

The Mint Yard Gate
Rupert Austin

The remains of the former Mint Yard Gate can be
seen along the east side of Northgate in the wall
of the present King’s School Gymnasium. Some of
its decorative Tudor brickwork, which dates from
the middle of the sixteenth century, still survives.
This fabric, albeit in a decayed and dirty condition,
represents some of the earliest surviving brickwork
in Canterbury. The only comparable example
within the city is the Roper Gate, St Dunstan’s,
which predates the Mint Yard gate by a couple
of decades. A drawn survey of the gateway was
undertaken in anticipation of its restoration.
Behind the former gate was an area of the Precincts
known as the Mint Yard of the King’s School. The
yard, formerly the Almonry Yard of Christ Church
Priory, derives its name from a mint which coined
money for the Crown between 1540 and 1550.
All that now survives of the gate is a blocked brick
arch and two sections of decorative brickwork.
The arch is roughly formed around four centres
and comprises four courses of headers laid on
edge. Each course is moulded, the ﬁrst plainly
chamfered with a lower roll, the second deeply
hollowed and ﬁnally two ogee courses. Label

stops terminate the outer two courses of the arch
at spring level, whilst the inner courses end in a
simple step. The jambs of the gate were largely
replaced with nineteenth century brickwork below
spring level, however the upper few courses of
the right hand reveal appear to be original. The
brickwork is plainly chamfered here, unlike the
moulded arch above. This chamfer must have
continued down the jamb terminating, perhaps, in
a simple stop before reaching ground level.
Above the arch two isolated sections of decorative
brickwork still survive. It was previously thought that
this brickwork had survived in its original position.
Close examination suggests however that it was
rebuilt here following the construction of the Kings
School gymnasium in 1903. It seems likely that
these sections of decorative brickwork (perhaps
the best elements of the former gate) were carefully
dismantled and saved during the construction of the
new King’s School building. At some point during
the rebuilding the two sections were reassembled
and attached to the new frontage.
Each section or frieze, they are more or less identical,
comprises four tracery panels beneath a hood
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mould. The trefoil tracery has sunken spandrels
whilst the four courses of the hood moulding are
decorated with a sequence of chamfers, cavetto and
plain roll mouldings. Although each frieze appears
to have been faithfully reassembled we cannot be
certain whether they have been relocated in their
former positions. It seems likely however that the
former arrangement was similar.
A date of 1545, located between the two sections
of tracery, also survives. This feature, similarly
formed in brick, must have been saved and
relocated along with the other decorative fabric.
The mid sixteenth century date, which is consistent
with the stylistic features of the gate, suggests that
it is an authentic piece of the Mint Yard gate. No
further brickwork is presently visible. The body
of the gateway above, behind and perhaps to the
sides of the arch appears to have been removed
completely.
All the decorative details discussed have been
carved from stock bricks measuring on average
9 x 4.25 x 2 inches. The tool marks and slight
irregularity between matching bricks can easily
be discerned.
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Mint Yard Gate: exterior elevation.
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Left: South frieze detail.

Above: Brickwork details.

The Mint Yard Gate was clearly blocked as a
result of the construction of the new Kings School
gymnasium, c. 1903. The present ﬂintwork with
occasional lumps of reused ashlar which blocks
the gate, matches the fabric of the surrounding

building. Access to the Mint Yard and precincts is
now provided by the Victorian gateway located at
the corner of Palace Street and Northgate.

The earliest of the two medieval buildings seems
to be the street frontage property. In its original
form the building comprised a two storey
structure aligned with Sun Street. The building
was continuously jettied at ﬁrst ﬂoor level, both
to the front and rear. Its octagonal crown post with
moulded capital and base is still visible in the
converted roof space. It is clear from the extant
two bays of the building that the medieval structure
continued further to the south west, presumably
returning along the Sun Yard frontage. Carpenter’s
marks on the ﬁrst ﬂoor joists of the surviving two
bays conﬁrm this discovery. A later timber framed
building, of which only the abutting end frame and
a short section of jetty plate still survives, replaced

the missing bays of 5 Sun Street. The north east
extent of the building was also reduced in length.
Fortunately only about 1 m. was lost, replaced by
fabric associated with no. 4 Sun Street.

5, Sun Street
Rupert Austin

This property is located within a complex plot of
buildings contained between Sun Street, Guildhall
Street and Sun Yard. The buildings in the south
west half of this block are now incorporated into
one large retail property, presently owned by
Debenhams. A complete reﬁt of the shop, including
major structural repairs, necessitated the stripping
out of this property. Although most of the standing
fabric on the plot was known to be relatively
modern, this encompassing an earlier medieval
building fronting Sun Street, the discovery of a
second medieval building, located behind the street
frontage property, was not anticipated. In addition
the position of a former lane, now built over, was
identiﬁed between these two medieval properties.
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An attractive bracket, carved in decorative relief,
is still visible beneath the jetty of the building at
the boundary between nos 4 and 5 Sun Street. This
bracket, which is stylistically later than the building,
perhaps of early to mid seventeenth century date,
must have been added during later alterations.
Numerous alterations to the Sun Street facade
have transformed the buildings appearance. The
former jetty has been cut away by a modern shop
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No. 5 Sun Street: location, ﬁrst-ﬂoor frame, elevation and crown-post detail.
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No 5 Sun Street: sections and fenestration detail.

front at ground level, whilst nineteenth century
bow windows replace the original fenestration at
ﬁrst ﬂoor level. The addition of a third storey to the
building also resulted in major alterations. Most
of the front half of the original crown post roof
was removed to accommodate the new storey. A
second pitched roof and valley gutter was added

behind the raised facade to cover the new ﬂoor
area.

close studded. This style of framing is often seen
on buildings of this period in Canterbury.

Although very little of the rear elevation of the
building survives, enough remains to indicate
that it was originally close studded. It seems
reasonable to assume that the frontage was also

The discovery of a second building to the rear
of the Sun Street frontage property came as
a complete surprise. A narrow lane extending
from Sun Yard originally passed between the two
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on top of the north east eaves plate indicate that the
building terminated in a hip over this bay.
With the exception of two posts, all the original
framing at ground ﬂoor level has been removed.
Fortunately both jetty plates survive, allowing
the former ground ﬂoor arrangement to be recon
structed on paper. Mortices on the sofﬁts of these
plates indicate that there were originally ﬁve
window openings in the surviving two bays. These
all comprise square sectioned mullions set on the
diagonal. An intact sequence of carpenter’s marks
is still visible on the extant ﬂoor joists.

View to north west during renovation.

buildings. Centuries of development have left the
building and lane buried at the centre of the plot,
surrounded on all sides by later structures.
The two storey structure was jettied both to the front
and rear. Although only two bays now survive, it is
clear that the building continued further to the south
west. It seems likely that the construction of a new
property along Sun Yard removed fabric from both
this and the Sun Street frontage building. Most of the
original roof seems to have been replaced, however
a central mortice located on top of the ﬁrst tie beam
suggests a crown post arrangement. Birdsmouths
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style of window, with its stout wooden bars, may
also have afforded a greater degree of security than
those above. This would have been an important
consideration at ground level where access from
the street was easy.
A curious timber framed walkway was constructed
over the narrow medieval street at some later date,
providing access between the two buildings at
ﬁrst ﬂoor level. Presumably the lane still passed
below at this time, before continuing further to the
north east.

The contrasting styles of fenestration in this
building may well reﬂect the different use to which
the ground and ﬁrst ﬂoor rooms were put. The living
quarters and solar would almost certainly have been
located on the ﬁrst ﬂoor, whilst cooking, storage
and retail was perhaps undertaken on the ground
ﬂoor. Clearly the more elaborate fenestration, which
would have been an expensive item, was reserved
for the more important ﬁrst ﬂoor accommodation.
On the ground ﬂoor, simpler unglazed windows
with wooden mullions were deemed sufﬁcient. This

The earliest of these two buildings seems to be the
street frontage structure. Its timbers, particularly
the ﬂoor joists, are considerably heavier in size
and weight than those of the second structure. The
most datable features are the moulded octagonal
crown post and the close studding of the facade.
Crown posts of this style were in use for a
considerable period of time, more usually from
the end of the fourteenth century until perhaps
the ﬁrst quarter of the sixteenth century. In this
case the mouldings are fairly simple and shallow,
suggesting perhaps that this is a later example.
The ﬁrst close studded facades however did not
begin to appear until the middle of the ﬁfteenth
century. Although it is difﬁcult to date a building
on this evidence alone, a date in the second half
of the ﬁfteenth century seems likely. A slightly
later date is suggested for the second structure
which is clearly constructed from smaller, lighter
timbers. A construction date towards the end of
the ﬁfteenth century seems likely.

A photographic survey of the tower of Sissinghurst
Castle was undertaken in November 1993 in
advance of repointing and repair. The tower was
once the entrance to the courtyard of a great
Elizabethan house. It seems probable that both the

house and tower were built by the Baker family,
who owned Sissinghurst, during the second half
of the sixteenth century. These buildings, of which
only the tower now survives, superseded an earlier
range of structures on the site.

At second ﬂoor level there is evidence for three
windows along the south east elevation. This
fenestration, unlike that below, was embellished
with some form of decorative window head.
Although the boards are now missing, the rebates
and mouldings on the surviving jambs suggest
a four centred arched window with sunken or
pierced spandrals.

Sissinghurst Castle
Rupert Austin

E

Sissinghurst Castle tower.

The Norman Staircase (Aula Nova)
Rupert Austin

Early fabric, adjacent to the north east elevation
of the Norman Staircase, was revealed during
essential repairs to an area of failed brickwork. The
new discoveries lie behind a brick retaining wall
which supports the pavement connecting the top of
the Norman Staircase with the adjoining buildings
to the north west. Only a brief record, undertaken on
the 27th August, was possible before the retaining
wall was rebuilt. Consolidation of the unstable
rubble backﬁll, uncovered behind the wall, could
not be delayed. A photographic record was made
together with a few measurements to locate these
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features on our existing 1:50 survey of the Aula Nova
complex, compiled during the Trust’s programme
of excavation and survey during 1977–78.
Two parallel walls, approximately 2.75 m. apart,
were observed aligned at right angles to the
Norman Staircase. It seems likely, from their
method of construction, that they are contemporary
features. Both walls, which survive to a height of
approximately 1.20 m. above ground level, are
built from well cut and ﬁnely jointed chalk blocks.
The ﬁrst is positioned in line with the buttress at
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Norman Staircase: plan showing location of hidden walls.

the high end of the staircase. Several blocks of a
splayed reveal, presumably a window, with Caen
stone dressings survive immediately behind the
buttress. Both walls must have continued further
to the north east for an unknown distance. A
modern brick wall of probable nineteenth century

F

date runs between and parallel with these two
chalk walls.
The base of a third wall, comprising a mixture
of chalk and Caen stone blocks, was discovered
beneath the later retaining wall, now acting as

St Laurence Church, Thanet
Rupert Austin

Alterations and re arrangement of the north aisle of
St Laurence Church necessitated the relocation of an
extant partition between the aisle and the vestry. The
lower portion of this partition comprises a reused
section of a medieval screen. A detailed drawing of
the screen was prepared at 1:10 before dismantling
commenced. The panelling, which seems to be of
ﬁfteenth century date, has almost certainly been
relocated from elsewhere in the church.
The central section of the screen, which extends
north south between the arcade of the nave and
the outside wall of the aisle, comprises ﬁve tall
panels with cinquefoil tracery heads. The spandrals
and cusps of the tracery are pierced through to the
boards behind. Unfortunately a modern door cut
through the screen has destroyed two of the panels.
The uprights, which are embellished with a cavetto
and ogee mouldings, tenon into a substantial
horizontal beam which runs across the top of these
panels. This beam, decorated with a deep hollow
chamfer and roll, runs between the walls of the nave
and aisle.
Details of medieval screen.
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a footing for the brickwork. This fabric, which
partially blocks the reveal of the ﬁrst chalk block
wall, must have been constructed at a later date.
In isolation these structural features are difﬁcult to
interpret, however future excavation or recording
in this area may well offer an explanation.
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Both the north and south extremities of the screen
have been modiﬁed. Narrower, undecorated panels
with mid rail are now located beneath the horizontal
beam in these positions. This work, which is still
of an early date, was presumably undertaken in
order to ﬁt the screen into its new position. The
impression of a missing brass ﬁgure can clearly be
seen in the upper half of the left panel.
Once work was underway the rear of the screen
was examined. This proved to be undecorated
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Detail of screen before relocation.

St Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury
Rupert Austin

Four areas of medieval ﬂoor tiles within the ruins
of the Abbey church of St Augustine’s were drawn
at the request of English Heritage. Three of these
areas, those within the crypt, were discovered
by Canon Routledge and Mr Sebastian Evans
during excavations in the 1900s. The fourth
was discovered later, between the pillars of the
westernmost bay on the south side of the nave,
by Canon Potts.
Within the crypt the largest area, that in the
chapel of St Thomas, comprises 232 tiles set in
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and crudely ﬁnished, suggesting perhaps that the
screen was not freestanding in its original position
(ie. placed against a wall so that the rear was not
visible). It was noticed that the present boards
behind the tracery had been replaced. The original
panels were rebated into a channel in the ground
cill. Fragments of these boards still remained in
their groove where they had been sawn off in order
to ﬁt the replacements.

a diagonal pattern. They are now very worn, but
traces of the original slip decoration can still be
discerned on many of the tiles. It appears that
this area was relaid, possibly in the medieval
period. Many fragments of plain and decorated
tiles have been set around this area in recent
times.
A small patch of similar tiles, whose decoration
is better preserved, survives in the chapel of Our
Lady. These have unfortunately been brought from
elsewhere and are presently set in concrete.

Fourteen larger plain tiles of ﬁfteenth century
date survive in situ. in the chapel of St Richard
of Chichester. An assortment of relaid tiles now
surround this area.
An area of mosaic pavement was discovered
within the nave. Frost has severely damaged these
tiles, which appear to have been consolidated and
repaired to the point where their arrangement is
now in question. Nevertheless the original design
of seven roundels contained within plain mosaic
frames can still be discerned.

The Theatre Royal, Margate
Rupert Austin and David Gullick
many of the county’s touring groups of players to
perform in the town. Despite the popularity of this
form of entertainment, it was not until 1761 that
the ﬁrst regular playhouse, a converted barn in the
Dane, was opened in Margate.

View of exterior.

The Theatre Royal is located close to the centre
of Margate between Hawley Square and Prince’s
Street. Many structural problems, including
a state of general disrepair, have troubled the
theatre over the last few years resulting in its
recent closure. Proposals for a campaign of repair
and alteration prompted an archaeological survey
of the building, funded by English Heritage in
advance of any works.
By the middle of the eighteenth century Margate
had grown into a sizeable town. Its population grew
considerably during the summer months when
visitors came in their thousands to enjoy the sea
air and bathe on the sandy beaches. The presence
of this sizeable holiday population encouraged

Over the next few years the number of companies
performing in the town increased considerably.
Competition between rival groups became
intense with makeshift playhouses competing
for public favour. Charles Mate, a former sea
captain turned thespian, managed one of the most
successful theatrical companies, then operating
out of a converted stable in King Street. During
the late 1780s his position was threatened by
the increasing popularity of one of his rivals, a
company run by Mrs Baker.
This threat forced Mate into action. Together with
his book keeper Robson (who provided some of
the ﬁnance), and his associate Francis Cobb (an
inﬂuential townsman), Mate applied for a Royal
Charter. Under a licence from the King, Mate would
be the only one legally permitted to give stage
plays in the town and he could effectively outlaw
his rivals. With the backing of the townsfolk, Mate
was able to secure a Royal Patent for the Theatre
Royal Margate in the spring of 1786. Clearly with
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this new title Mate was keen to erect a new and
better theatre, one more beﬁtting the patronage of
the King. A site for this theatre, off the east side of
Hawley Square was found later that year. The land
was bought for £80. Work was put in hand almost
immediately with the ﬁrst stone laid on September
21st 1786. The new theatre cost £4000 and took
less than nine months to build. The proprietors,
at the ceremonial opening on the 27th June 1787,
were Mate and Robson.
The present building, now a complicated and
perhaps confusing combination of original and later
fabric, was initially a simple rectangular structure. A
substantial part of this, the original theatre opened
by Mate and Robson, survives despite extensive
enlargement and refurbishment in the nineteenth
century. Two of the original eighteenth century
elevations, the rear gable end and the Prince’s
Street elevation survive, constructed from red brick
in Flemish bond. The rear elevation, located behind
the stage, is a blank expanse of brickwork, whereas
several blind ‘windows’ embellish the Prince’s Street
elevation. The front and south walls of the building
were removed when the theatre was enlarged in the
nineteenth century. The truncated ends of these
elevations are still visible at the former corners of
the eighteenth century theatre.
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Theatre Royal, Margate: north elevation, section and phase plan.

Early illustrations and documentary evidence,
described by Malcom Morley in ‘Margate and
its Theatres’, add further to our knowledge of
the eighteenth century theatre, in particular the
missing frontage with its entrance porch.
‘Like most theatres of the century the new building
was of square box like design. The plain surface
of brick wall was broken by the centre entrance,
ﬂanked on either side by dummy windows. A porch
to this main approach projected several feet from
the building and its door with its columned surround
made a decorative portal which lead to the Boxes
that encircled the auditorium. The Pit was reached
by a door in the wall nearest to Hawley Square and
beyond was a smaller door giving access to the
Gallery. The back stage entrance was in Prince’s
Street on the other side of the theatre. Though
plain of exterior, the interior of the playhouse had
grace in decoration, even if the seating of the Pit
and Gallery consisted of bare wooden benches.’
The original king post roof structure has surprisingly
survived most of the nineteenth century alterations
undertaken in the theatre below. The roof originally

comprised nine trusses of which seven still exist over
the stage and auditorium. As expected the timbers
used in these trusses, which were framed before the
onset of the industrial revolution and the advent of
steam power, have all been hand sawn. Carpenter’s
marks number these from the rear wall to the front
of the building (originally I–IX). The eighth and
ninth trusses of this roof were removed prior to the
construction of an upper balcony in the nineteenth
century. Each truss comprises a king post ﬂanked by
queen struts and double side purlins. Angle struts
tenoned to the splayed bases of both king post and
queen struts provide support to the side purlins.
Hand wrought straps, secured by threaded bolts, are
used in additional to the traditional mortice and tenon
joints on these trusses.
The tie beams of each truss are housed into a
substantial inner wall plate. Smaller secondary
plates, tennoned between adjacent tie beams,
secure the feet of the common rafters. An earlier
ceiling, possibly the original, is clearly indicated
by the numerous mortices visible on the sides of
the tie beams. Lathes would have been ﬁxed to
these joists and covered perhaps with some form
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of decorative plaster ceiling. A simple frame,
comprising four timber joists, was located over
the centre of the theatre between the ﬁfth and sixth
tie beams. Presumably a sizeable ﬁxture, perhaps
lighting for the auditorium, was suspended from
this framework.
Part of a contemporary eighteenth century house
still adjoins the theatre along its Hawley square
elevation. Records tell us that the house, which
was built to accommodate one of the theatre’s
proprietors, also served as a booking ofﬁce.
‘Adjoining the building on the West side, Robson
had erected a house for himself where he allowed
the back parlour facing the Shakespeare Tavern
(now the London Tavern) to be used as a Box
Ofﬁce and Treasury. Prices of admission to the
theatre were: 4s. to the Boxes, 2s. to the Pit and
1s. to the Gallery. Altogether the place held some
seven hundred people and, at capacity, the prices
represented £60 per night.’
Much of this structure, typically Georgian in style,
has survived, some buried within the present
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is now the present entrance, the circular corner
of indeterminate architecture in Addington Street.
Inside were separate ways to the boxes the dress
circle and the pit. The interior design presented
a pleasing combination of white and gold. A
refreshment room at the back of the circle was an
added feature, in front of which was a carpeted
promenade. Carpet in a public building spelled
luxury. Paramount and Son of Margate were
responsible for the reconstruction; Bull Brothers
of London for the new Act Drop and scenery. The
auditorium was 65 feet in length whilst the stage
depth was a goodly 25 feet.’

Eighteenth-century roof structure over grid ﬂoor.

fabric of the theatre. The three storey building,
three bays or rooms in length with basement, was
built against the south wall of the theatre. A front
door, with lead fanlight is centrally located along
the Hawley Square frontage. A shallow brick arch,
which spans a basement passage set across the
front of the building, affords access to this door.
It seems likely that the front door led into a tall
two storey hallway. Stairs from this central hall
would have provided access to the upper ﬂoors
and basement. Several of the sash windows along
the frontage remain open, in particular those
illuminating the west rooms of the house. The
outlines of further blocked windows to the east
can also be seen, conﬁrming that the elevation
was symmetrical in arrangement. A passage,
which runs along the frontage below ground level,
is entered from the basement of the building. This
eventually leads to the rear of the theatre, affording
a direct link with the backstage area.

up for auction and sold to Robert Fort, a caterer
from London. Margate, following the arrival of
the railways, had become a thriving and growing
seaside town. The popularity of the theatre had
increased considerably during these years.
Clearly the small Georgian Theatre Royal needed
to expand. Once Fort had purchased the building
he began an immediate and extensive campaign
of enlarge ment, which radically transformed the
size and appearance of the theatre.
Malcom Morley describes some of the alterations
which were undertaken.
‘Robert Fort, the new proprietor of the Theatre
Royal, was said to have spent £10,000 on
alterations. The front entrance, which he claimed to
be unsightly, was bricked up and replaced by what

Most of the Addington Street elevation, now
encased by the existing theatre frontage can still
be seen internally by exploring the spaces above
the theatre toilets. The jambs of three windows,
shown clearly on a contemporary illustration,
can still be seen.Expansion of the theatre in the
nineteenth century considerably reduced the
width of the house. The new relocated south wall
of the theatre was built right down the centre of
the building. Despite these drastic alterations,
the remainder of the house was retained and
continued in use until this century.
The fortunes of the Theatre Royal came and went
many times in the decades that followed its opening
in 1787. Indeed it closed completely in the 1840s,
serving as a chapel where services were held. Its
management changed hands numerous times. On
one such occasion, in 1873, the theatre was put

A grand opening ceremony on July 10th 1874
saw the theatre back in action. With the exception
of a little refurbishment the newly reconstructed
theatre is the building of today. The building was
extended both to the south and the east, resulting
in far greater seating capacity. In order to achieve
this it was necessary to remove the load bearing
south wall. Two composite trussed beams,
employing steel tension ties below and wooden
bracing above, were installed to support the roof
along this elevation once the brickwork had been
removed. An entirely new facade, built in a rather
uninspired neo classical style, was constructed
against the eastern end of the theatre. Integration
of this new curved frontage with the main body of
the theatre resulted in the removal of the former
eighteenth century facade.
A complete reﬁt of the interior was undertaken
once the major structural alterations had been
completed. A complex arrangement of raked
timber trusses was built within the new theatre to
support the tiered seating of a new balcony and
circle. A complete reconstruction of the stage,
ﬂy galleries and grid ﬂoor was also undertaken.
Presumably the decorative plasterwork which
now adorns the ceiling roundel, balconies and
proscenium arch dates from this period. Several
new windows with sash frames were inserted into
the Prince’s Street elevation at this time.
The Theatre Royal proved to be an interesting and
rewarding building to record. Considerably more
of Margate’s ﬁrst theatre survives than was ﬁrst
thought. Close examination of its fabric, which
revealed many previously unnoticed details
and features, has provided us with a far clearer
picture of the theatre’s original form. Similarly our
investigation revealed the full extent of the later
nineteenth century alterations. This is not the
place to expand on the theatre’s rich and colourful
history. However, a little has been learned of those
immediately involved in its construction and
running. Hopefully this report will be of interest
and value to those involved with the theatre’s
future.

View of interior towards stage.
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The Dover Bronze Age Boat
Barry Corke

The Supportive Cradles
The recovery of approximately one half of a Middle
Bronze Age boat at Dover during September and
October 1992 involved the cutting of the boat into
manageable sections. This drastic solution to the
problem of boat recovery was considered essential
to reduce to a minimum the amount of damage
to its fragile surfaces and construction. Each cut
section had been lifted individually by sliding a
plywood base board beneath the cut piece, keeping
a few centimetres of sediment between this and
bottom of the boat. As recovered from the ground
the boat remains consisted of a series of cut plank
like sections, inboard surfaces uppermost, with
the outboard surfaces still covered in undisturbed
sediment and completely obscured. Any sediment
remaining on the inboard surfaces was removed
during a ‘boat study fortnight’ held at the end of
November 1992.
Detailed examination of the craft required the
complete cleaning of the outboard (underside)
surfaces of the boat to satisfy both academic and
conservation objectives. To achieve this each of the
timber pieces needed to be removed from their base
boards and inverted. Moreover, the original plywood

Cutting the boat into manageable sections.

lifting boards were completely unsuitable for future
conservation and display requirements. Thus, two
supporting cradles were required for each section;
one a temporary support inboard to allow their
inversion and the other a semi permanent out board
support for use during the conservation processes.
Due to their very fragile nature, any movement
of the boat timbers, particularly inversion, was
a difﬁcult and potentially damaging operation
which required a considerable amount of thought
and preparation before being attempted. A draft
system was tested to demonstrate its suitability.
This proved generally successful, and provided
a model which was adapted to ﬁt the varying
speciﬁcations of every individual piece.

Cleaning the inboard surface.

In summary, the process for each of the thirty two
pieces required the construction of a moulded
box from expanded polyurethane foam over the
inboard surface of the boat; the inversion of both
box and boat piece; the removal and sampling of
the remaining sediment covering the outboard
face; the drawing and study of the newly exposed
outboard surface; the fabrication and ﬁtting of
a new ﬁbre glass cradle to replace the original
base board and reversion to its former upright
position.
This work, funded by English Heritage, was
undertaken between April and November 1993.

The Inversion Process
On completion of a detailed 1:1 plan of the
inboard surface, each boat piece was returned
to the storage tank prior to inversion and cradle
construction.
The timbers forming the base of the boat,
although generally ﬂat, varied considerably from
piece to piece and were supported by suitable

South end of boat in situ.

48

Post-excavation and Research

sizes of small sand bags in accordance with
their variable contour. These were replaced by
foam supports to reduce weight. However, the
curvature of the side timbers varied from piece
to piece so their propping had to reﬂect these
variations. It was determined that these pieces
could not go through the conservation processes
in their `natural’ upright positions, which would
produce abnormal or additional pressures on the
lower edges, so the pieces were laid in a more
comfortable horizontal posture. They had to be
rotated so their original upper and lower edges
were approximately at the same height. Not only
did this beneﬁt the boat timber, it also made
cradle formation much easier. The base boards
were cleaned of any detritus and placed centrally
on a row of large pallets.
To protect the outer edges of the boat timbers,
sheets of unbleached wetted paper towel were
rolled, shaped and pressed gently against the
wood from the upper edge outward towards the
base board. Any cracks or undercuts in the timber,
especially around the cleats and stitches, were
ﬁlled or covered with a combination of wet paper
towel and open cell foam preventing the expanding
polyurethane foam from forcing into any crevices.
All edges of the timber were covered for protection.
Three protective membranes were added. First, a
thin PVC membrane (cling ﬁlm) was laid over the
timber to prevent water loss; second, a covering
of aluminium foil to reﬂect any heat from the
curing foam. Finally a sheet polythene sheeting,
was placed over the foil. All three membranes
extended beyond the base board.

Showing protective covering.

A rectangular box was made from `Correx’
(corrugated plastic). When placed around the
boat timber, the cling ﬁlm, foil and polythene
extended beyond the box. These were then taped
to the outside of the box to prevent any foam
escaping underneath the container. Heavy weights
were placed against the outside to prevent any
movement of the box and outward pressure from
distorting the box. A two part expanding foam
was mixed and poured into the box and allowed
to cure. Despite the considerable heat produced
during the curing period it was noted that the
boat timbers were amply protected by the three
membranes.

Showing foam manufacture.

Showing cleaning of the outboard surface.

Cleaning and sampling

Showing turning procedure.

Once cooled, the excess foam was cut off level
with the top of the box with a hand saw to create
a ﬂat surface and the box was then inverted. The
turning process had to be completed quickly (to
prevent the timber drying out any further), but
cautiously, as the boat timbers were at their most
vulnerable. Clamping devices held the base board
and boat timbers in place during the inversion.
The clamps were simple in design and took the
form of two lengths of stout timber, drilled at each
end through which a length of threaded rod was
passed with washers and nuts added to each end.
One timber was passed under the box (through
one of the gaps between the pallets) and one over
it. Another rod joined the other ends of the timbers
to form a ‘box clamp’. Two clamps were required
for the inversion of each boat piece. Using the
clamps as handles, the box was rolled through
180° in two stages.
The clamps and the original base board were
removed to reveal the supports and the underside
of the boat timber with sediment uppermost. The
paper towelling and wedges were removed. The
foam box now served as a custom built watertight
storage container. The approximate times taken
to accomplish the stages ranged from two to four
and a half hours depending on size and shape.
Some 200 litres of each component was used to
complete this stage.
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The sediments adhering to the boat were
selectively sampled from noted positions where
they were undisturbed by the original lifting from
the ground or the propping processes during the
boat fortnight. The remaining sediment was then
removed and kept as a bulk sample. Some of the
boat pieces were devoid of outboard sediments,
having been cleaned during the pre assessment
phase or in the ground during excavation. The
boat timber underwent the ﬁnal cleaning process.

The ﬁbre glass cradle
construction
For the purposes of storage and carriage
throughout the conservation stages and to
replace the ply wood base board, it was clear
that a strong supportive cradle which could
withstand the rigours of the chemical actions
of conservation by immersion in soluble wax
(PEG). After consulting the English Heritage
Conservation Laboratory and a local company
of glass ﬁbre fabricators, it was decided that
glass ﬁbre would be an ideal medium for the
cradle construction being fairly easy to use by
inexperienced operators, strong when cured
and resistant to both the PEG treatment and low
temperatures during the freeze drying stages.
Each of the boat pieces was of different shape, size
and contour. The cradles had to conform to these
variations. However, the possibility of shrinkage
during freeze drying dictated that an allowance be
made in order not to restrict the movement of the
timber during this phase of conservation.
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shaped ﬂanges to the underside of the cradle. The
cradle was then replaced onto the inverted boat
timber to check the outer edges. Excess glass
ﬁbre was then removed to leave the correct shape
of the boat piece. As the position and character of
the cradle and ﬂange would restrict the movement
of the PEG solution during its initial conservation,
a number of holes were drilled through the cradle
and the ﬂange.

Showing ﬁtting of ﬁbre-glass cradle.

Reverted boat piece on its new cradle.

The glass ﬁbre fabricators outlined and supplied
the correct type of resin, catalyst, matting and
solvent in addition to providing useful information
on the best techniques to accomplish a successful
design.

Approximately 200 kg. of the resin was used to
construct the cradles. The timing of the individual
cradle construction stages was difﬁcult to assess
as the true construction time was spread over a
period of days due to curing times. As a safety
precaution edging strips were then glued by
Mastik to the outer edges of the glass ﬁbre cradles
which were still fairly sharp. In addition the edging
strips protected any exposed boat timbers from
accidental contact and eliminated abrasion
against the tank walls during the conservation
treatment. Pieces of coarse and medium grade
open cell foam were cut to similar dimensions
and laid on the cradle over a layer of Netlon. The
three permeable membranes were to allow the
PEG almost unrestricted access to the outboard
surfaces of the boat timbers whilst providing
sufﬁcient support for the timbers throughout the
conservation process. To carry the cradles, a
system of rope lifting handles was incorporated
into the ﬂange. Each cradle was weighed with its
foam pieces.

Using a foam pattern of the timber shape, three
sheets of glass ﬁbre matting and one of coremat
were cut to the appropriate size and shape. The
required amount of resin was decanted into a
plastic container proportionate to the amount of
matting to be laid.
The majority of the water was removed from the
foam box to reveal the upper surface of the boat
timber. A protective sheet of polythene was added
to guard against splashes of resin coming into
contact with the timber’s outer edges whilst also
preventing water coming into contact with the
resin.
The ﬁrst layer of matting was laid on the polythene
sheeting and the required amount of resin mixed
with catalyst. Once mixed, the resin was applied
with a paint brush and stippled into the mat. The
mat had to be thoroughly `wetted out’ using a
fabricator’s roller. A second sheet of matting was
also laid up and wetted out. A sheet of coremat
(bulking material) and a further sheet of matting
was added. All air bubbles were removed and the
fabrication allowed to cure.
Still ﬂexible, the cradles required further
strengthening and this was achieved by attaching

Boat temporarily reassembled during study.
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The reversion process
The technique for returning the boat timbers to their
original position on their respective cradles was
broadly similar to that of their inversion. Water was
pumped from the box containing the boat piece for
turning. The clamps used for the original inversion
were slid underneath each box in preparation for
turning. The foams and cradle were placed on its
respective boat timber and the clamps bolted in
position with enough pressure to hold it in place
whilst not damaging or distorting the timber. As
before, the box was turned manually using the
clamps as handles. The clamps were removed and
the box lifted off to reveal the boat timber sitting
on the cradle. Cradles containing a high unit per
area of the edging strip ﬂoated with the weight of
the boat timber being insufﬁcient to counteract
the buoyancy of the polystyrene. It was clear that
these cradles required addition weighting. Shaped
lead weights laid inside a piece of plastic waste
pipe and sealed in resin, were afﬁxed, initially
with body ﬁller, then moulded into the main cradle
structure with glass ﬁbre. Weights were added
during the ﬂange construction wherever possible.
The cradles and boat timbers were then returned
to the main tank for storage and to await the
commencement of conservation treatment.
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Human Bone Studies
Trevor Anderson

The osteological report for the burials from
the St George’s excavation was completed in
September 1993. There was no funding available
for St Gregory’s Priory, Northgate, the only other
site with human bone. It appeared that the Bone
Department might be closed down. Fortunately,
the research and prompt publication of specialist
articles (Anderson 1994a–i; Anderson &
Andrews 1994; Anderson & Carter 1994a, b;
Mays & Anderson 1994) has brought the work of
Canterbury Archaeological Trust Bone Department
to the attention of leading scholars. Dr Donald
Ortner of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
an acknowledged world expert in dry bone studies,
supported my application to the Bioanthropology
Foundation for one year’s research funding. I am
glad to report that the application was successful;
the good news reached me two weeks before I was
to be made redundant. As far as I am aware, this is
the ﬁrst time that the Bioanthropology Foundation
has funded any British osteological research. We
are immensely grateful to Dr Donald Ortner and
Roxie Walker, the president of the Bioanthropology
Foundation, for their continued support of our
research.

I St George’s
Initial ﬁndings from this site have been published
in earlier annual reports (Anderson 1991, 1992).
The following is a brief summary of stature and
standard of health for the sample.

a) Stature
The mean stature of both sexes is just slightly
shorter than present day average. There is very
little difference between the stature of people
buried in either church or cemetery. There is
slight evidence that mean stature has increased
with time. Post medieval males and females at
St. George’s are slightly taller than the Georgian
and Victorian `middle class’ skeletons from
Spitalﬁelds (Molleson et al. 1993, Table 2.12).

b) Palaeopathology
i Primary Degenerative Joint Disease (DJD)
Based on the number of sexed adult skeletons,
there is no marked difference between the
incidence of church and cemetery DJD.
Examination of individual joints showed that in
both church and cemetery the site of predilection
was the shoulder. The knee and the elbow were
slightly more involved in the cemetery than in the
church. DJD of the ankle and foot was much more
frequent in the church (30 per cent) than in the
cemetery (6 per cent).

The sample from St George’s suggests that
primary joint degeneration was less of a problem
than it is today. Unlike modern clinical samples,
the shoulder (acromio clavicular) joint is the site
of predilection. This may be evidence for a more
strenuous life style, involving swimming and
climbing. The higher frequencies of ankle and foot
DJD may be related to more extensive walking
over rough terrain than is normal in modern
Britain. Also early onset of degeneration may be
related to occupation, perhaps the operating of a
treadle. It is interesting that the ankle/foot DJD is
more frequent in the church burials, suggesting
that burial within the church was not restricted to
individuals leading a life of ease and inactivity.

191 presented with a spiral fracture of the lower
leg. Its successful reduction without the aid of
internal ﬁxation or the availability of radiographic
examination and the avoidance of infection prior
to aseptic surgery is a testament to the skill of the
surgeons formerly practising in Canterbury.

ii Secondary Degenerative Joint Disease
Secondary DJD refers to joint degeneration which
occurs as the result of an existing disease or as a
consequence of a developmental defect or trauma.
Six probable examples were noted. Three cases
occurred as a consequence of trauma; two were
associated with infection and one was secondary
to a developmental defect.

vi Metabolic (Nutritional)
There is very little evidence of vitamin deﬁciency.
The most convincing case occurs in SK 144, a
post medieval adult female of unknown age. The
leg bones present with marked bilateral medio
lateral (side to side) bowing. This is highly
suggestive of healed rickets, vitamin D deﬁciency
during childhood.

iii Vertebral Degenerative Joint Disease
Detailed examination of the individual vertebral
articulations suggest that the sites of predilection are
the upper spine (upper cervical); mid spine (upper
mid thoracic) and lower spine (lower lumbar).
Vertebral DJD is more frequent in females than in
males. There is some indication that vertebral DJD
is more frequent in the post medieval period, the
chronological variation being most marked in the
lower spine. In both sexes, degenerative changes
are more frequent in the elderly.

vii Paget’s Disease
A probable case of Paget’s disease (abnormal bone
remodelling of uncertain causation) was noted in
a burial from the cemetery (SK 229). The burial is
adult but the age and sex cannot be determined
as only the right arm is available for examination.
The upper third of the humerus displays a porous
surface quite dissimilar to the appearance of
normal bone. The porosity is most evident on the
lateral and posterior aspects of the upper shaft.
Externally, the lower humerus and the radius and
ulna are unaffected. The internal appearance of the
bones, demonstrated by radiography, supports a
diagnosis of Paget’s disease.

iv Trauma
The adult incidence of fractured bones is 6.7
per cent, with 4.8 per cent of the church burials
presenting with fractures. There is no evidence of
traumatic injury in the sub adult material. A total
of twenty two fractures were recorded of which
four were probably due to direct violence. A further
case of inﬂicted trauma was noted in SK 115, a
penetrating injury of the lower left leg. The majority
of the fractures were due to accidental injury, mainly
falls, with the clavicle; ribs; lower arm and lower leg
bones involved. There was no deﬁnite evidence of
fracture occurring due to underlying disease, so
called pathological fracture. Multiple fractures,
proximal humerus and ﬁbula, were also noted in
SK 43 and multiple rib fractures presented in three
cases (SK 15; 16; 132).
In three individuals (SK 5; 61; 169) joint degeneration
of the mandible, wrist and knee, respectively, is
probably a consequence of previous trauma. SK

51

v Infection
There is no evidence of infection during the
medieval period. The level of post medieval
infection is still quite low (8.5 per cent), with
males more frequently (16.1 per cent) involved
than females (2.9 per cent). There is no marked
difference in levels of infection between church
and cemetery burials.

c) Adult Oral Health
i Ante Mortem Tooth Loss
Almost three quarters of the adults display ante
mortem tooth loss. There is a slight tendency for
tooth loss to increase from the medieval to the
post medieval period. The overall ante mortem
tooth loss is higher than that demonstrated from
many other archaeological sites.
ii Caries
Based on a small sample of dentitions, caries
was practically universal. A total of 1071 adult
teeth were available for examination of which
18.7 per cent (n200) were carious. Examination
of individual teeth shows that caries is slightly
more frequent in males and that the maxillary
(upper jaw) teeth are more prone to caries than
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the mandibular (lower jaw). The level of caries has
increased from medieval (14.0 per cent) to post
medieval (22.2 per cent). This increase is more
pronounced in females. Compared with other
sites the level of caries is quite high.
iii Abscesses
Just over 10 per cent of dentitions presented with
abscesses. Abscesses were much more frequent
in males (23 per cent) than in females (5 per
cent). There is a slight tendency for maxillary
abscesses to be more frequent than mandibular.
The degree of abscess involvement is quite low
when compared to other sites.
iv Calculus
Just over three quarter’s of adult dentitions
displayed supra gingival calculus deposits. The
mandibular teeth being more prone to calculus than
the maxillary. Both church and cemetery burials
display similar amounts of calculus deposition.
v Periodontal Disease
All the adults displayed some evidence of
periodontal disease. Male periodontal disease
was slightly more marked than female. In both
sexes the maxilla showed a slight tendency for
greater periodontal disease than the mandible.
The level of periodontal disease increases from
medieval to post medieval.
vi Hypoplasia
Hypoplastic lines represent defects in the enamel
formation during the growth of the tooth. They
occur in response to some form of childhood
stress. If widespread, they probably signify
systemic illness during the growing period, rather
than trauma. Once formed they remain visible
throughout life. By measuring their position, if the
crown is unworn, it is possible to calculate the age
of the child when the defect occurred.
Seventy eight adult dentitions were available
for examination, of which twenty two displayed
evidence of enamel hypoplasia. The defects
were twice as frequent in males. Based on a
total of 1023 teeth, the overall incidence of
enamel defects was 8.6 per cent. Examination
of individual teeth has shown that hypoplastic
defects were more frequent in females. This
apparent contradiction is an indication that
hypoplastic defects were more widespread in
female dentitions.
The level of hypoplastic defects is generally
lower within the church, although this situation
is reversed in post medieval males. The similar
stature attainment of adults with and without
hypoplastic enamel supports the view that growth
disturbance was less severe in those who survived
into adulthood.

vii Congenital Absence
Based on 78 adult dentitions, almost a quarter
of the sample displayed congenital absence
of a third molar. Males were more frequently
involved (c. 29 per cent) than females (c. 17 per
cent). Examination of erupted tooth positions
showed that c. a seventh of third molars were
congenitally absent. The sample is too small to
assess if upper or lower molars are more prone
to absence.
viii Other Abnormalities
There were very few abnormalities in the St
George’s teeth. However, constraints of time
and funding meant that outwardly normal jaws
were not subjected to radiographic examination.
The unusual wear pattern of SK 168, an elderly
post medieval male, is clear evidence of pipe
smoking . In a young medieval female (SK 218)
an anomalous mixture of unerupted dental tissue
(odontome) was discovered. Odontomes are
an uncommon dental anomaly in modern man
and our specimen is only the sixth recorded in
archaeological material.

St Gregory’s, Northgate SK 590: The right
lower arm bones and the left ulna; the latter is
normal length.

St George’s SK 168: Dentition displaying a
wear pattern typical of clay-pipe smoking.

II St Gregory’s
The arrival of the research funding from the
Bioanthropology Foundation last September has
meant that we have been able to continue our
analysis of the huge corpus of well preserved
medieval skeletons from St Gregory’s Priory. At
the time of writing (September 1994) none of the
records have been computerised and 572 skeletons
are still unrecorded and only three months funding
is remaining. The following paragraphs outline the
most interesting discoveries, which have been,
or are about to be, published as specialist case
studies.

a) Madelung Deformity
(shortening and bowing of the
radius)
A well preserved elderly male skeleton (SK 590)
is considered to represent the ﬁrst archaeological
example of Madelung’s deformity. The right lower
arm bones (radius and ulna) are abnormally short
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Left: A-P radiograph of the right arm,
displaying Madelung deformity; posterior
dislocation of the ulna.
Right: The articulated right radius and ulna
anterior-posterior view, displaying Madelung
deformity and posterior dislocation of the
ulna.

and bowed. The right ulna is 36 mm. shorter than
the normal left ulna. The left radius is not available.
The right ulna has been dislocated posteriorly.
Comparison of the available metacarpals (ﬁnger
bones) shows that the right metacarpals are
atrophied.
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One skeleton, a 3–5 year old child (SK 1201)
dated to the early medieval period, displayed an
osteitic reaction conﬁned to two left metacarpal
(hand) bones. Dry bone evidence and radiographic
examination support a diagnosis of infection. All
the available bones were radiographed and no
other pathological involvement was detected. In
the absence of other criteria, the diagnosis must
be non speciﬁc infection. There is no evidence of
skeletal trauma. It is possible, however, that soft
tissue injury to the hand (such as a dog bite) may
have lead to direct implantation of the infection.
St Gregory’s Northgate SK 1201: The left
hand, displaying osteitic reaction of the third
and fourth metacarpals (the two swollen
and distorted ﬁnger bones on the left).

St Gregory’s, Northgate SK590: Comparison
of the atrophied right metacarpals and the
recovered left metacarpals I–IV.

The dry bone and radiological picture, shortening
and curvature of the radius, supports a diagnosis
of Madelung deformity, a condition ﬁrst described
clinically in 1878. In our case, there is no evidence
that the deformity was the result of infection. The
atrophy of the right hand bones and the dislocation
of the ulna suggest that the condition has occurred
as a result of a traumatic incident.

the ulna). Comparison with a normal ulna shows
the extent of the injury. The radiograph displays a
diagonal fracture running at 32° from the middle
of the olecranon to directly below the radial facet.
The elbow is compromised by secondary joint
degeneration. As far as we are aware, this is the ﬁrst
archaeological example of olecranon fracture.

III St Margaret at Cliffe
Whilst digging foundations for a patio, a resident of
Salisbury Road, St Margaret’s at Cliffe discovered
a human skull in his garden. He alerted the police
and the coroner’s ofﬁcer for Dover called me in
(Monday 28th September 1993) to ascertain the
date of the remains. The appearance of the cranial
fragments suggested that they were not modern.
The bones had been buried in the natural chalk
and from the section it could be seen that the

c) Childhood infection

St Gregory’s Northgate SK 632: Upper bone:
lateral view of the right ulna, displaying
fracture and (absence) of the proximal
bone. Lower bone: a normal right ulna for
comparison.

St Gregory’s Northgate SK 632: Radiograph
of the right elbow. Medio-lateral view.

b) Multiple Trauma
The skeleton (SK 632) of a female, aged between
35–45 years, displays evidence of multiple trauma.
The areas involved are the left shoulder (coracoid
process of the scapula); left thoracic cage (two
broken ribs) and the right elbow (proximal ulna).
The right ulna presents with fracture, and complete
separation, of the olecranon (the upper portion of

A 4,000 year old skeleton of a young adult female discovered in a garden at
St Margaret’s-at-Cliffe.
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0”). Schmorl’s’ nodes (prolapse of the soft tissue
disc) are present in the lower spine. It is generally
accepted that their formation is directly related to
severe strain, especially compressional forces,
which cause the intervertebral disc to rupture. It
is possible that repetitive tasks such as animal
hide preparation and grinding corn may have pre
disposed to the early development of the nodes.
There was no evidence for cause of death on the
available bones.

IV Documentary evidence

‘The true reporte of the forme and shape of a monstrous childe, borne at Much
Horkesleye...1562’. (Reproduced from the Huth Collection by permission of the British
Museum).

The study of disease in earlier populations relies,
to a large extent, on the examination of arch
aeologically retrieved skeletal material. The Huth
Collection, a group of sixteenth century illustrated
ballads and broadsides housed in the British
Museum, depict marvels of nature, including
monstrous births (Huth, 1867). As such, the
documents are an unique corpus of evidence for
congenital conditions in Elizabethan England.
Birth defects not previously identiﬁed in British
skeletal material, including congenital limb
deﬁciency and spina biﬁda and cleft lip have been
recognised from these documents.

V Conclusion

‘The forme and shape of a Monstrous Child, borne at Maydstone in Kent...1568.’ Artistic
evidence for multiple birth defects, including spina biﬁda and cleft lip. (Reproduced from the
Huth Collection by permission of the British Museum).

grave had been cut through c. 60 cms of solid
chalk. Previous discoveries from Salisbury Road
include a Bronze Age beaker, Iron Age activity and
a pagan Anglo Saxon burial.
Excavation revealed that we were dealing with
an articulated body rather than an isolated skull.
There were no grave goods associated with the
burial. The only clue to the date of the inhumation
is the position of the skeleton. The body was lying
on its left side with the legs ﬂexed. The right arm
was across the chest and the left was tightly
ﬂexed with the hand resting on the clavicle. Such
a disposition suggests a prehistoric, possibly a

Bronze Age, date. A similar burial at Deal, however,
has been radiocarbon dated to the early Iron Age.
A research grant provided by Kent Archaeological
Society permitted us to send a bone to Oxford for
radiocarbon dating. The central date of c. 2000 BC
conﬁrmed that the burial was early Bronze Age.
The skeleton is practically complete, although
the bones are very fragile and the skull is badly
fragmented. The remains are clearly female. The
lack of dental attrition, as well as the state of bone
fusion suggests age at death was under 25 years.
The left tibia (311 mm.), the only complete long
bone, gives a stature estimation of 1.517 m. (5’
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The research funding from the Bioanthropology
Foundation, and the support of Dr Donald Ortner
at the Smithsonian Institution, has enabled the
Bone Department to continue the analysis of
the huge corpus of material from St Gregory’s
Priory. At the time of writing, I am in the ﬁeld,
recording the Anglo Saxon burials from Buckland.
Further burials, ranging in date from prehistoric
to Anglo Saxon, are expected from the Monkton
excavation. Consequently, we are now able to
place the Bone Department on a more secure
footing and to look forward to many more years
of continued collaboration with Christ Church
College (Radiography Department) and Kent &
Canterbury Hospital (Radiology and CT scan).
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PART FOUR

Education

Marion Green, Education Ofﬁcer
Signiﬁcant changes in the National Curriculum have recently
been proposed and at the Trust we are currently re-assessing our work
with schools. We want to ensure the most beneﬁcial use of our time,
helping teachers to meet the revised needs of the History Order in
particular.

Throughout the past year we have maintained
our service of visiting Kent schools, providing
Work Experience placements, contributing to
In Service Training, assisting Higher Education
establishments and dealing with miscellaneous
requests from teachers, pupils and students.
We have also embarked on some new Education
ventures and seen the completion of a very
satisfactory one, namely the Roman Canterbury
resource book for children.
My former colleague, Alan Pope, retired from
the Trust this spring and I would like to thank
him for his help and enthusiasm in our education
ventures, both on site and in the classroom. Alan
continues to pursue things archaeological and is
keen to gain more `hands on’ experience of his
own, by a return to digging.

Roman Canterbury –
a journey into the past
(see also Annual Report 1992–93)

This project has been a joint venture between the
book’s author, Andy Harmsworth, and the Trust.
Andy is currently Head of History at the Simon
Langton Girls’ School in Canterbury. He has also
held the post of Advisory Teacher for History (as it
was then known) with Kent County Council. Andy
has liaised with the Trust in both these capacities
and most recently approached us to join forces
and produce a much needed resource book
on Roman Canterbury for school children. We
found this proposal a very attractive one as such
a project promised to draw together many of our
discoveries made since the Trust’s inception, with
a vehicle to present them in a way which is both
exciting and accessible.
The book takes the reader on a journey through
time starting with Iron Age settlers who inhabited
this area before the Roman Conquest. We are then
taken through the development of a prosperous,
thriving Roman town and on to its eventual decline
some 400 years later.

Roman Canterbury – a journey into the past.
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Finding out about the Saxons at St Peter’s Methodist Primary School.

Comparing `Old and New’ things: Wincheap CP School reception
class.

Roman Canterbury is aimed principally at junior
and young secondary school children (National
Curriculum Key Stages 2 and 3). It is therefore
written in a readily digestible form. We hope the
well researched material will also appeal to adults
looking for a reliable introduction to the subject.

A launch for Roman Canterbury was held in June
1994, in the new Roman Museum. All those who
helped with its production were invited together
with the Lord Mayor, Bill Hornsby, who has a
particular interest in heritage and conservation
matters.

The book attracted much local interest and
considerable ﬁnancial support. Grants were given by
the John and Ruth Howard Charitable Trust, the Kent
Archaeological Society and Kent County Council
(Arts and Libraries Heritage Services Group, Kent
History Centre and Curriculum Development Fund).
The Friends of the Trust kindly offered an interest
free loan to assist in meeting production costs.

Roman Canterbury is priced at £3.95 and can
be bought at the CAT ofﬁces, 92A Broad Street,
Canterbury, Kent CT1 2LU; for mail orders,
please send a cheque for £3.95 plus 50p per
copy p&p (KAS members post free). Copies are
currently also on sale at the following Canterbury
retail outlets: the Albion Bookshop, Waterstones
Bookshop, WH Smith, the Visitor Centre and the
Heritage Museum. The new Roman Museum also
has copies on sale.

Throughout the book particular emphasis is
given to local archaeological evidence portrayed
by a wealth of illustrations, reconstructions and
photographs. The text was edited by Trust members
and members of our Publications Committee who
are specialists in the ﬁelds of Roman archaeology
and History. Much of the picture research, artwork
and photography was executed by Trust members
(past and present) and the book was published in
house with our Desk Top Publishing programme.

Helping to meet National
Curriculum needs
At the time of writing, the Dearing revision of the
National Curriculum has just been published for
consultation. The ﬁnal Orders will be published
in January 1995 and implemented by schools in
September the same year.
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Assisting with the History Order is the area where,
without doubt, the Trust has the most pertinent role
to play. Our intention is therefore to continue with
our current input while increasing focus on certain
study areas. To this end we are planning with Ian
Coulson (Kent County Council Lead Consultant
for History) In Service Training for Kent teachers
which will help them in the planning and teaching
of particular Study Units.
During the past year we have helped teachers
by contributing to and organising the following
activities related to the National Curriculum:

Visits to schools:
 The Simon Langton Girls’ School, Canterbury





(lecture on the excavation at Canterbury
Cathedral)
Herne Bay Junior School (sessions on the
Ancient Greeks and the Tudors and Stuarts)
Ashford School (Juniors) (the Romans)
Blean CP School, near Canterbury (`How do
we know about the past?’)
St Peter’s Methodist Primary School,
Canterbury (the Saxons)

Education

 Luddenham CP School, near Faversham (the

 From East Sussex:

Saxons)
 Bromstone CP School, Broadstairs (`How do
we know about the past?’)
 Wincheap CP School, Canterbury (`Old
Things and New Things’ with reception
class)
 Garlinge County Junior School, Margate
(‘How do we know about the past?)

Schools in Winchelsea and Hailsham.

Maidstone Roman Villa
We did not have a formal visits programme for
this excavation but two members of the Trust team
spoke to children from St Francis RC Primary
School, Maidstone about what they were doing
and the discoveries at the site. Tim Allen and Mark
Houliston have both dealt with school groups
before and I thank them for their participation on
this occasion.

In Service Training
(see also Annual Report 1992–93)

We contributed to two areas of INSET in the
year under review. In the Spring the Trust again
took part in a one day event for teachers of Key
Stage 2 and 3 children (7 to 14 year olds). The
day was a co operation between six Canterbury
educational centres; the Canterbury Cathedral
Educaton Centre, the Canterbury Urban Studies
Centre, the Heritage Museum, St Augustine’s
Abbey (an English Heritage site), the Canterbury
Tales and the Trust. For most of the organisations
involved, the aim of the day is to provide a
taste of the teaching resources available and
how to use each place when planning a group
visit to the city. The Trust is different to the
other establishments in that we do not have a
permanent `site’ to promote. Therefore our aim
for the day was different. Our ﬁrst objective was
to show teachers how archaeology is relevant to
the National Curriculum, and History in particular.
Trust specialists then showed them some of the
major post excavation processes (pottery, human
bone and smallﬁnds identiﬁcation, recording etc.)
providing an insight into how archaeologists use
the evidence of artefacts and human remains to
ﬁnd out about life in the past. As in previous years,
the responses from those attending the day were
very positive. Teachers came from three counties
to attend the day:

 From Kent:
Schools in Whitstable, Margate, Chatham,
Maidstone, Herne Bay, Tonbridge, New Romney,
Folkestone, Sittingbourne, Tunbridge Wells,
Canterbury, Hythe, Tenterden, Aylesham,
Sandwich and Rainham.

 From Surrey:
Schools in Banstead, Croydon, Woking and
Godalming.
In addition, in the autumn we contributed towards
a History course for primary school teachers. The
course (led by Canterbury Christ Church College)
is designed to help teachers deliver the entire
National Curriculum History programme and
participants began by examining the Study Unit
`Invaders and Settlers’, looking at the Romans,
Saxons and Vikings. As archaeology plays such
a crucial role in exploring these periods, the Trust
was asked to contribute, showing the beneﬁts and
limitations of archaeology and how we use and
interpret physical evidence.
We gave two sessions, one at Christ Church College
and one at the Kent History Centre, Maidstone.
Teachers in the Canterbury group came from
schools in Margate, Chislet, Faversham, Deal,
Dover, Rainham, Hythe, Chatham and Eastry.
Teachers in the Maidstone group came from
schools in Swanley, Gravesend, Bexley and
Rochester.

Other Involvement with
Primary Schools
Development Proposal for the
Tannery Site
Just before the end of the working year covered in
this report, the Trust was approached by St Peter’s
Methodist Primary School to help with a project
about the Tannery site, situated in the south west
sector of the city and currently owned by Connolly
Leather. The aim of the project, which was to be of
a long term nature, was to allow 10 and 11 year old
pupils to research the tannery site and its environs
to establish its potential as a development site and
then submit a proposal to the Planning Department
of Canterbury City Council. The children wanted to
know about the history of the site, the potential
of future excavation and the implications for any
redevelopment. This was where the Trust came in
... more in next year’s Annual Report.

Other Involvement with
Secondary Schools
Work Experience
(see also Annual Report 1992–93)

Our small quota for placements was easily ﬁlled
during the year and pupils came from: the Simon
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Langton Girls School, Canterbury; the Simon
Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury;
Rochester Grammar School for Girls; the
Chaucer Technology School, Canterbury; the
King Ethelbert School, Birchington; the Judd
School, Tonbridge; the Archbishop’s CE School,
Canterbury.

GCSE Archaeology
As in the past two years, a sixth form group from
Highsted School, Sittingbourne came to our
ofﬁces to see post excavation processes at work
as part of their GCSE programme. A small number
of girls from the group went on to work with Trevor
Anderson (osteo archaeologist) for a short period
and their individual studies as a result contributed
to the necessary course work .

Higher Education
South Kent College, Ashford:
GCSE and `A’ Level Archaeology students
also came to our ofﬁces to see post excavation
processes in practice.

University of Kent Placements:
Once again we arranged placements for four
undergraduate students engaged in a course
module entitled `Medieval Monasticism’, led
by Professor Alf Smyth. Last year’s Annual
Report describes the aim and content of the
placement; in summary, the idea is to give
students an opportunity to experience practical
historical study and conservation techniques
(where appropriate) within a `Medieval’ context.
The context for our students was St Gregory’s
Priory, Northgate. Apart from the Trust, other
organisations providing placements were the
Cathedral Stained Glass Studio, the Cathedral
Stonemasons Workshop and in addition this
year, the Cathedral Archives.
In conclusion, I would like to thank the Kent
Archaeological Society and Kent County Council
for their continued ﬁnancial support of our
Education work. There are also two members of
our Education Committee that I would particularly
like to thank; Alec Detsicas for his support in
representing the Society and Ian Coulson for
his guidance and advice in National Curriculum
matters. Finally thanks to Paul who has always
backed my educational endeavours, recognising
them as an integral part of the Trust’s overall
responsibility to the public.

PART FIVE

The Friends

T

he Friends of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust
Lawrence Lyle

It was in January 1984 that Donald Baron launched
the Friends. A review of the first ten years appeared
in Newsletter 32 and we have plans for a special
Christmas party in December.
Our numbers have remained around 350 of whom
about 220 covenant their subscriptions enabling
our indefatigable Covenants Secretary, Jean
Dawson, to reclaim an average of £1,000 per
annum from the tax man.
From our basic income of £6,300 we have made
two grants of over £1,000 each to buy computers
for the Bone and Finds Departments and one of
£2,000 towards the cost of a sophisticated burglar
alarm system. An interest-free loan of £1,160
was made to help with the publication of ‘Roman
Canterbury ñ a journey into the past’ by the
Education Department. From the Donald Baron
Memorial Fund grants have been made to enable
members of staff to go on short courses and to
attend conferences, at several of which they have
given papers.

An addition to our programme for members was
a short break in April in a luxury hotel, The Prince
Rupert, at Shrewsbury. We visited Wroxeter or
Attingham Park on the way and made excursions
to Erdclig, Powis and Chirk Castles and Moreville
Hall as well as exploring Shrewsbury itself. The
idea was Laurence Fisher’s and was much enjoyed
by the twenty-eight Friends who took part.
Two excursions were organised. In June Bridget
Russell took an appreciative party on an
impeccably organised day to Southwark, visiting
the Cathedral, the Globe Theatre Museum and
other places of interest in a small area south of
the river. Keith Parfitt followed up his talk about
the Dover Bronze Age boat with a visit in July to
the find site and to the shed in which the timbers
were being conserved; it provided a fascinating
evening. In October Bob Ounnett organised
the Festival Walks, having taken over this
responsibility from Barbara Rogers who had run
them since the beginning of the Festival. In spite
of excessive rain on some of the walks they were
deemed a success both by visitors and the Trust.
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Paul Bennett’s annual Frank Jenkins Memorial
Lecture in January was well-attended and dealt at
length with the work of the Trust during its ‘annus
mirabilis’. The important educational work of the
Trust was described by Marion Green, the Trust’s
hard-working Education Officer in March 1994.
Thanks to the kindness of the Dean and Chapter
our Christmas Party was held in the Chapter
House, with the drinks organised by Laurence
Fisher and the food by Liz Rothwell-Eyre.
The preparation and distribution of Newsletters
every four months is a vital means of keeping in
touch with our members and of giving them news
of the Trust’s activities. Our band of distributors
save us postage especially when the Annual
Report is circulated.
To all who have helped the Friends during the
year and especially the hard-working Committee,
my grateful thanks.

PART SIX

Accounts
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PART SEVEN

Members of the
Trust Council and Staff
I The Trust Council
Patron:
His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury
(Dr George Carey)
Vice-Presidents:
Mr H.J. Alexander
Cllr Bernard Collins
Mrs Margaret Collins
Mrs Margaret Scott-Knight, B.A.
Chairman:
The Lord Mayor of Canterbury
Vice-Chairman:
Dr Frank Panton, M.B.E., Ph.D., C.Chem., F.R.S.C., .R.Ae.S., F.R.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
Mr Lawrence Lyle, M.A.
Honorary Treasurer:
Mr Nigel Taylor
Canterbury Museums Officer:
Mr K.G.H. Reedie, M.A., F.S.A. (Scot.), A.M.A.

One person appointed from each of the following bodies:
The Dean & Chapter of Canterbury Cathedral:
Mr John Burton, Dip. Arch., R.I.B.A.
Council for British Archaeology:
Mr Tom Hassall, M.k F.S.A., M.i.F.A.
University of Kent at Canterbury:
Mr Andrew Butcher, M.A.
Canterbury Archaeological Society:
Mrs P. Garrard
Kent County Council:
Clir Terry Pears
The British Museum:
Dr Leslie Webster, B.A., F.S.A.
Royal Archaeological Institute:
Mr Geoffrey Beresford, F.S.A.
British Archaeological Association:
Mr Brian Davison, F.S.A.
Kent Archaeological Society:
Mr Arthur Harrison, B.A., F.S.A.
Heritage Projects Limited:
Dr Peter Addyman, M.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A.
Four members of Canterbury City Council:
Cllr Alex Perkins
Clir Mrs Hazel McCabe, M.B.E.
Clir Mrs P.A. Watling
Clir Peter Wales

Mr David Anning, F.C.A.
Dr T.F.C. Blagg, M.A., F.S.A.
Professor B.W. Cunliffe, C.B.E., M.k Ph.D., Litt.D., F.B.A., F.S.A.
Professor S.S. Frere, C.B.E., M.A., Litt.D., F.B.A., F.S.A.
Mr Michael Nightingale, O.B.E., B.Litt., F.S.A.
Mrs Caroline Simpson, B.A.
The Dean of Canterbury (Very Rev. Dr John Simpson, M.A.)
Professor Alfred Smyth, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.G.S.
Mrs Margaret Sparks, M.A.
Professor John Wacher, B.Sc., F.S.A.
Mr Bruce Webster, M.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Mr Michael Bridgeford, F.A.S.I.

Non-voting members:
Mr Christopher Gay, L.L.B. (City Chief Executive)
Mr Mansell Jagger, M.A., Dip.T.P., M.R.T.P.l. (Director of Planning)
Mr Roger Thomas, B.A. (Historic Buildings and Monuments
Commission (England))

Management Committee:
Mr Michael Bridgeford, F.A.S.I.
Cllr Bernard Collins
Mr Lawrence Lyle, M.A.
Dr Frank Panton, M.B.E., Ph.D., C.Chem., F.R.S.C., R.Ae.S., F.R.S.A.
Mr K.G.H. Reedie, M.A., F.S.A. (Scot.), A.M.A.
Mr David Rose
Mrs Margaret Sparks, M.A.
Mr Nigel Taylor
Mr Bruce Webster, M.A., F.R.Hist.S.

Honorary Legal Advisors:
Furley Page Fielding & Barton (Mr Nigel Jones)
Auditors:
Chantrey Vellacott (Mr David Anning)
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Members of the Trust Council and Staff

II The Trust Staff

* indicates no longer in Trust employ
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